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Heavenly Creator,

In this season of gratitude and abundance,
we give You thanks for our many blessings
as we pray for all who struggle
with hunger and want.

Be with them in the dark of night,
when all fiope seems [ost.

Keep their faith strong as they await relief.
And et Your goodness flow through our

fiearts and hands as we reach out to one
another in the full, true joy
of Thanksgiving in Christ.
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TWENTY-EIGHTTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

hanksgiving
Peace to all of you!

This Sunday we are celebrating Thanksgiving Sunday. It is a key
aspect of our faith to be thankful. It is true that all of us find it easy
to complain and to grumble because things do not happen our way.
It makes our lives bitter and burdensome. On this important feast,
we are invited and called to take the time to be thankful, which
brings about peace and joy to our hearts. What do we need to be
thankful for especially in this very difficult time? First of all, for the
gift of life, for all the graces and love that God has showered on us,
for our families, for our health, for the gift of each other, for having
a roof over our heads, and food everyday. | would like to add
another thing: for the gift of having a parish where we can go and
attend and on which we receive everyday the most wonderful gift
that has been given to us: Jesus Christ Himself. | encourage during
this week to think of all the blessings that we receive every single
day. It will make our days much brighter and full of peace. | wish to
all of you a Happy Thanksgiving and may the Lord fill you with
grateful and peaceful hearts!

Pope Francis Homily, 28™ Sunday in Ordinary Time A

The parable we have heard speaks to us of the Kingdom of God as
a wedding feast (cf. Mt 22,1-14). The protagonist is the son of the
king, the groom, in which it is easy to catch a glimpse of Jesus. In
the parable, however, we never talk about the bride, but about the
many guests, invited and expected: they are the ones who wear
the bridal wear. Those guests are us, all of us, because with each
of us the Lord wishes to "celebrate the wedding". Marriage ushers
in the communion of all life: it is what God desires with each of us.
Our relationship with him, then, cannot be only that of subjects
devoted to the king, of faithful servants with the master or of
diligent schoolchildren with the master, but is above all that of the
beloved bride with the groom. In other words, the Lord desires us,
seeks and invites us, and is not satisfied that we fulfil good duties
and observe his laws, but he wants with us a true communion of
life, a relationship made of dialogue, trust and forgiveness.

This is Christian life, a love story with God, where the Lord takes
the initiative for free and where none of us can boast the exclusive
invitation: no one is privileged over others, but each one is
privileged before God. From this free, tender and privileged love,
Christian life is always born and reborn. We can ask ourselves
whether, at least once a day, we confess our love for Him to the
Lord; if we remember, among many words, to say to him every day:
"l love you Lord. You are my life." Because, if love is lost, Christian
life becomes sterile, it becomes a soulless body, an impossible
morality, a set of principles and laws to make ends meet without a
reason. Instead, the God of life awaits a response from life, the
Lord of love waits for a response of love. Addressing a Church in
the Book of Revelation, He makes a precise rebuke: "You have
abandoned your first love" (2:4). Here is the danger: a routine
Christian life, where we are content with "normality”, without
momentum, without enthusiasm, and with short memory. Instead,
let us revive the memory of first love: we are the beloved, the
wedding guests, and our life is a gift, because every day is the
magnificent opportunity to respond to the invitation.

But the Gospel warns us: the invitation can be rejected. Many of
the guests said no, because they were taken over by their own
interests: "they did not care and went away, one to his farm, and
another to his business”, says the text (Mt 22.5). One word comes
back: "his"; is the key to understanding the reason for rejection.
The guests, in fact, did not think that the wedding was sad or
boring, but simply "did not care": they were distracted by "their"
interests, they preferred to have something rather than get
involved, as love requires. This is how one distances oneself from
love, not out of malice, but because one prefers one's own:
security, self-affirmation, comforts... Then you lie in the armchairs
of profits, pleasures, some hobby that makes you feel a little
cheerful, but so you get old early and badly, because you get old
inside: when your heart does not expand, it closes, it gets old. And
when everything depends on the self — what | want, what | need,
what | want — you become rigid and evil, you react in a bad way for
nothing, like the guests of the Gospel, who came to insult and even
to kill (cf. v. 6) those who brought the invitation, just because they
bothered them.

Then the Gospel asks us which side we are on: on the side of
oneself or on God's side? Because God is the opposite of
selfishness, of self-reference. He, the Gospel tells us, in the face of
the constant rejections he receives, in the face of the refusals of his
invitations, he goes on, he does not postpone the feast. He does
not resign, but he continues to invite. In the face of the "no's", he
does not slam the door, but includes even more people. God, in the
face of the injustices suffered, responds with a greater love. We,
when we are wounded by wrongs and waste, often harbour
dissatisfaction and resentment. God, while suffering for our "no's",
continues to take the initiative again and again, he goes on to
prepare good even for those who do evil. Because that's how love
is, it makes love; because that's the only way evil can be defeated.
Today this God, who never loses hope, invites us to act like Him, to
live according to true love, to overcome the resignation and whims
of our touchy and lazy self.

There is one final aspect that the Gospel emphasizes: the dress of
the guests, which is indispensable. It is not enough to answer once
the invitation, to say "yes" and that's it, but you have to put on the
clothe, you need the habit of living love every day. Because one
cannot say "Lord, Lord" without living and applying God's will (cf.
Mt 7,21). We need to clothe ourselves every day with his love, to
renew God's choice every day. The Saints canonized today, the
many Martyrs above all, point us to this path. They did not say
"yes" to love in words and for a while, but with life and to the end.
Their daily clothing was the love of Jesus, that mad love that loved
us to the end, who left his forgiveness and his robe to those who
crucified him. We too received in Baptism the white robe, the bridal
garment for God. Let us ask Him, through the intercession of these
holy brothers and sisters of ours, for the grace to choose and wear
this dress every day and to keep it clean. How do | do it? Above all,
by going to receive without fear the Lord's forgiveness: this is the
decisive step to enter the wedding hall to celebrate the feast of love
with Him. (October 15, 2017).

Fr. Francisco Fernandez, Your servant and your Pastor

Fr. Mike Holmes, Associate Pastor
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CWL INITIATIVE TO FIGHT FOR OUR LONG-TERM
CARE RESIDENTS

COVID-19 exposed the deficiencies that exist in our Long-
Term Care homes. Your CWL asks you to bring your pen
on October 17/18 to have your voices heard.

We need to work together to provide quality of care and
quality of life for long-term care residents. Please sign and
complete the letter to Minister Fullerton and bring it back
next weekend. CWL members will be collecting your
completed letters before and after masses on October
17/18. We hope to make an impact on the Minister with all
the signed letters!

Youth Ministry

The return of youth ministry is fast approaching. Our first Life
Night is Thursday, October 22nd 7pm-8pm in the Parish
Centre. The first Edge Night is Friday, October 30th 7pm-
8pm in the Parish Centre.

Due to currently pandemic regulations pre registration for
both Life Teen and Edge is mandatory for attending the
night so we can have proper numbers and contact tracing.
Please contact Brendon Orian at sjewhitbyyouth@gmail.com

for an electronic copy of this year's registration form. Masks
will be mandatory for both Life Teen and Edge according to
Durham Region bylaws. Proper sanitation and social
distancing will be observed."

Life Chain

Thank you to all who participated in our Life Chain on
October 4th at Dundas and Cochrane Streets, and Dundas
and Jeffrey Streets. Hundreds of people saw our signs and
many responded positively. We also thank those who
prayed from at home, especially those who prayed the
Rosary for Life. Know that we have done our part to bring
healing to our nation. One of the purposes of Life Chain is
to be more consistent in supporting life, so we would ask
you to make a commitment every day to say a prayer such
as The Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, etc. to ask the Lord
to heal our land and end abortion until we meet again at our
next Life Chain in 2021 on October 3rd. That way we all can
participate in changing the culture of death to a Culture of
Life in Canada on a daily basis.”

$¢ Sharelife

ShareLife: Living the Gospel by putting faith into
action

“ShareL.ife is the way the rubber hits the road. This is how
we validate the legitimacy and integrity of our Christian life:
not by the words we speak, but by the love we share, in
practical ways. That's what we do with ShareLife.” —
Cardinal Thomas Collins

Today ShareLife Sunday. From now through
November 8, you can double the impact of your
donation. A generous donor is matching gifts up to
$500,000. Please give during the special collection
or anytime using the ShareLife envelopes in the

pews. You can also give securely online at
sharelife.org/donate.

Rescheduled Celebrations of the Sacraments

We have been given permission to reschedule First
Eucharist and Confirmation celebrations (that were
postponed in the spring) for children who were
registered in our programs during the 2019-20 school
year.

For more information please email Susan Douglas at
sdouglas.lpa@gmail.com.

First Eucharist
These Masses will be taking
place on selected Sundays
over the next few months
and we have notified all
parents of this.

Confirmation
These Masses will be
taking place on
selected Thursday
evenings (and one
Sunday) over the next
few months and we
have notified all
parents of this.

@ Masses For The Week

Sat. Oct 10 — 5:00pm
+Joseph McTeague
reqg. by Jim & Mary McTeague

Mon Oct 12 —9:00am Thanksgiving Day
+Alberto Moreno
reg. by His Family

Tues Oct 13 — 8:20am
+Francis & +Herbert Doran
req. by Their Family

Wed. Oct 14 — 7:00pm
+Alicia Bowles
reg. by Catherine Phillips
+Des Kelly
reqg. by The McEachen Family
+Brent Morin
reg. by The McEachen Family

Thur. Oct 15 — 8:20am
+Ronald Demoe
req. by Kathy Webb

Fri. Oct 16 — 8:20am
+Debi Demoe
req. by Kathy Webb

Sat. Oct 17 — 5:00pm
+Giacomo Bellotto
req. by Elisa Bellotto & Family
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BETTY BRITE CLEANERS

Environmental Dry Cleaning
Alterations/Repairs/Dry Cleaning
Shirt Laundry/Drapes & Wet Cleaning
Suedes & Leathers
864 Brock St. N. 905-668-7775

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

FUNERAL SERVICES
In keeping with your Catholic faith
www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Resurrection Cemetery 905-668-8912
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Funeral Director — Michael Lodge

W.C. Town Funeral Chapel
110 Dundas St. E., Whitby  905-668-3410

COLLABORATIVE LAW

PRACTICE
Resolving Disputes Respectfully.

J. Thomas Hamer
Barrister and Solicitor
COLLABORATIVE FAMILY LAW
Wills ® Powers of Attorney
Estate Administration
www.collaborativepracticetoronto.com
jthamer@ehpnf.com
105 Consumers Dr., Ste. 524
905-665-0221

St: Jolwty  Direct: 905-622-3667 | toby@teamfennessey.com
porishioner www.teamfennessey.com | &fi teamfennessey

W 1988 Royal Heritage Realty Ltd., Brokerage

iDaybreak Grill

1800 Dundas St. W. 905-438-0063

761 Dundas St. W.  905-493-4363
Best Breakfast in Town

COLIN L. OLDMAN g.com.LLB

65 OLD KINGSTON ROAD, AJAX - 905-683-2741
LAWSON CLARK & OLDMAN ex 1555

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION - BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES

THE LIVING
BENEFITS GROUP

lifee disability * critical illness
long term care*health*dental °RRSPs
JIM CORRIGAN
310 Byron St. S. 905.430.7921

Chris Leahy
DURHAM

SECURITY
905-556-1801

Turn your home into a Smart Home!

$50 donated to St. John's for oD
every new contract. 3
chris@durhamsecurity.ca H
() vandermeer Shopping
iuﬂ Open all year rou::dy Loca"y
PO ikl Saves Gas

588 Lakeridge Rd. S. 905-427-2525
vandermeernursery.com

Granite & Bronze

Stafford Monuments Limited

Inscriptions & Cemetery Restoration

318 Dundas St. E.

e

ONTARIO DUCT CLEANING

Do it for your home

Family & Civic Memorials

905-668-3552

FUNERAL HOME

Family owned and operated since 1863

905.655.3662

~ 6 Generations of Service, Quality & Trust ~

BARNES MEMORIAL

(one minute North of Taunton on Thickson)

do it for the health of
your family.

For a FREE No Obligation
phone estimate, call:

905-655-1099

Melissa Barnes
Funeral Director

Richard Barnes

Managing Director

5295 Thickson Rd. N., Whitby

R

R FneFunme&lucr t Desig nSne]9°

216 Mary St. E.
905.668.3483

Www.rouss€aus.ca
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ROYAL LEPAGE
A {11 AR
FRANK REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE

Mary-Louise LaBarre

Sales Representative / Parishioner
Cel 905.718.6367
Bus 905.666.1333

1.866.273.1333
mlabarre@sympatico.ca

Optical Group Inc.
Dr. Constance Odiase, 0.D.
One Stop Shop
Complete Family Eye Care

veral Home Lim:

, OSHAWA 905.433.4711
www.armstrongfuneralhome.net

124 KING S

Glasses * Sunglasses
Contact Lenses
107 Kent St, Whitby
905-665-0522

www.opticalgroup.ca

Shop LOCAL - Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL - Enjoy LOCAL

and support the local businesses
that support your parish

For all your mortgage needs!

Caroline

Anderson
Mortgage Agent

905.999.5776

MORTGAGE INTELLIGENCE

@ Brokerage #10428

caroline.anderson@migroup.ca

THE PERFECT SPOT

_ TO ADVERTISE Your BusINEss!

T0 ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL -
1-800-268-2637

Get your #Haul on at @

920 Dundas St. W. Whitby ¢§d @joesnofrills920dundaswhitby

@ BELLA
1
/

NOTTE
3570 Brock St. N. 905-430-5744

RISTORANTE
www.BellaNotte.ca

DR. J. D'SOUZA
FAMILY DENTIST
New Patients Welcome
185 Brock St. N. (at Mary)

Byron Classic Salon

modern styling
at it's finest
113 Byron St. N.

Deidre Anne Newman
B.Sc., LL.B.
Barrister & Solicitor

905-430-0118

905-217-0700 Family, Criminal, Wills

WCC Hall Rentals
133 Brock St. N
rentals@whitbycolumbusclub.ca
www.whitbycolumbusclub.ca

905-668-6412

Parishioner

2A-119 Consumers Drive
Whitby, Ontario L1IN 1C4

T: 905-665-6360

dnewman@danewmanlaw.com

Remember...
Let our advertisers
know you saw
their ad here.
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