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HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

Peace to all of you!

| would like first of all to greet
you all a very Merry and
blessed Christmas! It has been
almost a year since | became a
pastor here at St. John’s. What
a ride it has been! | never
expected it to be like this. It has
been very challenging with the
Covid situation, but it has been
very productive. | want to thank
all of you because you have
been very supportive and have
shown a lot of care and love. | am amazed at how much
fervor you have with attending all the events in the parish. It
has given me a lot of consolation to see how well you are
responding to all the initiatives. Thanks for your incredible
financial support. | want to thank especially at this time all
the ushers and sanitizers. Your faithful service has been
essential to make our parish a very welcoming and safe
place. | am extremely grateful to all the parish staff for being
creative and adjusting to everything that is happening
around us. To Vicki Morgan, Gail Stewart, Susan Douglas,
Brendon Orian, Troy Sabaot, Sue McGee, Cathy Dykeman,
Al Sinclair, Fr. Mike Holmes, and | deeply grateful for their
tireless effort. 1 want to thank all the counters and the
Finance Council for their help and advice, they have been
very helpful at this time. Thanks also to all the ladies that
have decorated the Church so beautifully, Pat Milburn & Pat
Garrard, and Gail Stewart for the liturgical banners and altar
changes. Thanks to Don and Cathy Huppe and Stacey
Leadbetter for leading us in the Bible Course so well.
Thanks to Christine Hannon and all the RCIA team for
making it available even in this time. Thanks to Cathy
Dykeman and all the PHCP team for continuing to provide
teaching for our children. Thanks to all the lectors and
ministers of communion who have been very faithfully
serving at every mass week after week. Thanks to Theresa
Robinson and the baptismal preparation team for providing
monthly classes to the parents. Thanks to Joan Willems and
her baptismal hospitality for all their help during the
baptisms. Thanks to the  Knights for their support to our
parish because they are always available to help. Thanks to
the ladies of the CWL. Thanks to our Parish council, Social
and Fundraising committee because they are ready to come
out with ideas even in this time. Thanks to our marriage
preparation coordinators Lynne & Bryan Childerhouse and
their teams, for being available to adjust to a new program.
Thanks to our home communion teams lead by Clark
Weddell, for the homebound, and our lay pastoral visitation
teams lead by Iris McNulty. Thanks to our Funeral altar
servers, lead by Aggie Sandrelli, | am very grateful for your
constant support. Thanks to our St. Vincent de Paul Society,
you have been very generous with your time provident help
to the needy of our parish. Thanks to Robert and Maritza for

always helping the migrant workers. Thanks to Kevin
Dashney, Marisa, Ken Merola, Afton Brown, Eileen
McGowan for making our liturgies so beautiful. Thanks for
the altar servers, because you have been always very
helpful. Thank you to the gardiners for making the gardens
so beautiful all summer long.Thanks to Brendon and all our
youth for meeting regularly in spite of the current situation. |
want to with to all of you a blessed and hopeful new year!
May the peace of Christ overflow in all your homes!

Pope Francis Homily, Mary, Mother of God

“All who heard were amazed at what the shepherds told
them” (Lk 2:18). To be amazed: this is what is asked of us
today, at the conclusion of the Octave of Christmas, as we
continue to contemplate the Child born for us, lacking
everything yet abounding in love. Amazement is what we
should feel at the beginning of each year, for life is a gift that
constantly gives us a chance to make a new start, even from
the most lowly of circumstances.

Today is also a day to be amazed by the Mother of God.
God appears as a little child, held in the arms of a woman
who feeds her Creator. The statue before our eyes depicts
the Mother and Child so close as to appear as one. That is
the mystery we celebrate today, which gives rise to
boundless amazement: God has become one with humanity
forever. God and man, always together, that is the good
news of this new year. God is no distant lord, dwelling in
splendid isolation above the heavens, but love incarnate,
born like us of a mother, in order to be a brother to each of
us, to be close to us: the God of closeness. He rests on the
lap of his mother, who is also our mother, and from there he
pours out upon humanity a new tenderness. Thus we come
to understand more fully God’s love, which is both paternal
and maternal, like that of a mother who never stops
believing in her children and never abandons them. God-
with-us, Emmanuel, loves us despite our mistakes, our sins,
and the way we treat our world. God believes in mankind,
because its first and preeminent member is his own Mother.

At the beginning of the year, let us implore from Mary the
grace to be amazed at the God of surprises. Let us renew
the amazement we felt when faith was first born in us. The
Mother of God helps us: the Mother who gave birth to the
Lord, now presents us, reborn, to the Lord. She is a mother
who generates in her children the amazement of faith,
because faith is an encounter, not a religion. Without
amazement, life becomes dull and routine, and so it is with
faith. The Church too needs to renew her amazement at
being the dwelling place of the living God, the Bride of the
Lord, a Mother who gives birth to her children. Otherwise,
she risks turning into a beautiful museum of the past. A
“Church museum”. Our Lady instead gives the Church the
feel of a home, a home in which the God of newness dwells.
Let us receive with amazement the mystery of the Mother of
God, as the inhabitants of Ephesus did at the time of the
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Council. Like them, let us acclaim her “Holy Mother of God”.
From her, let us allow ourselves to be gazed upon, to be
embraced, to be taken by the hand.

Let us allow ourselves to be gazed upon. Especially in times
of need, when we are entangled in life’s knots, we rightly lift
our eyes to Our Lady, to Our Mother. Yet first, we should let
ourselves be gazed upon by Our Lady. When she gazes
upon us, she does not see sinners but children. It is said that
the eyes are the mirror of the soul; the eyes of Mary, full of
grace, reflect the beauty of God, they show us a reflection of
heaven. Jesus himself said that the eye is “the lamp of the
body” (Mt 6:22): the eyes of Our Lady are able to bring light
to every dark corner; everywhere they rekindle hope. As she
gazes upon us, she says: “Take heart, dear children; here |
am, your Mother!”

(January 1, 2019).

Fr. Francisco Fernandez, Your servant and your Pastor

Office Hours Christmas to New Year

The parish office is closed on Monday, December 28™.
It will be open December 29" & 30™. The office will
also close at noon on Thursday December 315 and
reopen at 9am on Monday, January 4, 2021.

Mass Schedule for Octave of Christmas

Sat Dec 26 9am Feast of St. Stephen

Sat Dec 26 5pm Vigil of The Holy Family

Sun Dec 27 9am, 11am 2pm Solemnity of the Holy
Family

Mon Dec 28 9am Holy Innocents, Martyrs

Tues Dec 29  8:20am Fifth Octave Day

Wed Dec 30  7:00pm Sixth Octave Day

Thur Dec 31 5pm Vigil of Mary, Mother of God

Fri Jan 1 9am, 11am, 2pm Solemnity Mary,

Mother of God

@ Masses For The Week

Sat. Dec 26 —9:00am Feast of St. Stephen
+Bryan McEachen
req. by His Family

Sat. Dec 26 — 5:00pm
+Werner Kuenzle
req. by Jenny & Heidi Kuenzle

Mon Dec 28 -9:00am

+

req. by
Tues Dec 29 — 8:20am
+

req.

Wed. Dec 30 - 7:00pm
+Bonnie Kay Latour
req. by Margaret Lance
+Doris Agius

req. by Mary Louise LaBarre & Ken Reilly

Thur. Dec 31 — 5pm Vigil of Solemnity of Mary, Mother

of God
NO INTENTIONS

Fri. Jan 1 —9am, 11am  Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

NO INTENTIONS

Sat. Jan 2 - 5:00pm

+Shirley Barrett

req. by Her Family
Tabernacle Candle intention for the Staff of St. John the
Evangelist, req by a parishioner

The Holy Family Prayer

JESUS, Son of God and Son of Mary, bless our family.
Graciously inspire in us the unity, peace, and mutual love
that you found in your own family in the little town of
Nazareth.

MARY, Mother of Jesus and Our Mother, nourish our family
with your faith and your love. Keep us close to your Son,
Jesus, in all our sorrows and joys.

JOSEPH, Foster-father to Jesus, guardian and spouse of
Mary, keep our family safe from harm. Help us in all times
of discouragement or anxiety.

HOLY FAMILY OF NAZARETH, make our family one with you.
Help us to be instruments of peace. Grant that love,
strengthened by grace, may prove mightier than all the
weaknesses and trials through which our families
sometimes pass. May we always have God at the center of
our hearts and homes until we are all one family, happy and
at peace in our true home with you. Amen.

Knights of Columbus, St John the Evangelist Council,
meetings are the 1st Wednesday of each month from
Sept to June and newsletters are available for those
members without email at the back of the church, the
weekend prior to our meeting. Next Meeting is
Wednesday Jan 6, 2021 at 8PM on Zoom( details to
follow by member email) For further information
assisting the St John’s community and becoming a
Knight through our online virtual application and
exemplification process taking less than an hour,
contact Grand Knight Bryan Childerhouse
bryan.childerhouse@rogers.com or call 416-508-9877

An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
| believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and | desire to receive You into my soul.
Since | cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart. | embrace You as if
You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
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3171 LENWORTH DR. #12 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 1-800-268-2637

BETTY BRITE CLEANERS

Environmental Dry Cleaning
Alterations/Repairs/Dry Cleaning
Shirt Laundry/Drapes & Wet Cleaning
Suedes & Leathers
864 Brock St. N. 905-668-7775

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

FUNERAL SERVICES
In keeping with your Catholic faith
www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Resurrection Cemetery 905-668-8912

Ib

H

Funeral Director — Michael Lodge

W.C. Town Funeral Chapel
110 Dundas St. E., Whitby  905-668-3410

COLLABORATIVE LAW

PRACTICE
Resolving Disputes Respectfully.

J. Thomas Hamer
Barrister and Solicitor
COLLABORATIVE FAMILY LAW
Wills ® Powers of Attorney
Estate Administration
www.collaborativepracticetoronto.com
jthamer@ehpnf.com
105 Consumers Dr., Ste. 524
905-665-0221

St: Jolwty  Direct: 905-622-3667 | toby@teamfennessey.com
porishioner www.teamfennessey.com | &fi teamfennessey

W 1988 Royal Heritage Realty Ltd., Brokerage

iDaybreak Grill

1800 Dundas St. W. 905-438-0063

761 Dundas St. W.  905-493-4363
Best Breakfast in Town

COLIN L. OLDMAN g.com.LLB

65 OLD KINGSTON ROAD, AJAX - 905-683-2741
LAWSON CLARK & OLDMAN ex 1555

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION - BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES

THE LIVING
BENEFITS GROUP

lifee disability * critical illness
long term care*health*dental °RRSPs
JIM CORRIGAN
310 Byron St. S. 905.430.7921

Chris Leahy
DURHAM

SECURITY
905-556-1801

Turn your home into a Smart Home!

$50 donated to St. John's for oD
every new contract. 3
chris@durhamsecurity.ca H
() vandermeer Shopping
iuﬂ Open all year rou::dy Loca"y
PO ikl Saves Gas

588 Lakeridge Rd. S. 905-427-2525
vandermeernursery.com

Granite & Bronze

Stafford Monuments Limited

Inscriptions & Cemetery Restoration

318 Dundas St. E.

e

ONTARIO DUCT CLEANING

Do it for your home

Family & Civic Memorials

905-668-3552

FUNERAL HOME

Family owned and operated since 1863

905.655.3662

~ 6 Generations of Service, Quality & Trust ~

BARNES MEMORIAL

(one minute North of Taunton on Thickson)

do it for the health of
your family.

For a FREE No Obligation
phone estimate, call:

905-655-1099

Melissa Barnes
Funeral Director

Richard Barnes

Managing Director

5295 Thickson Rd. N., Whitby

R

R FneFunme&lucr t Desig nSne]9°

216 Mary St. E.
905.668.3483

Www.rouss€aus.ca

Y/

ROYAL LEPAGE
A {11 AR
FRANK REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE

Mary-Louise LaBarre

Sales Representative / Parishioner
Cel 905.718.6367
Bus 905.666.1333

1.866.273.1333
mlabarre@sympatico.ca

Optical Group Inc.
Dr. Constance Odiase, 0.D.
One Stop Shop
Complete Family Eye Care

veral Home Lim:

, OSHAWA 905.433.4711
www.armstrongfuneralhome.net

124 KING S

Glasses * Sunglasses
Contact Lenses
107 Kent St, Whitby
905-665-0522

www.opticalgroup.ca

Shop LOCAL - Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL - Enjoy LOCAL

and support the local businesses
that support your parish

For all your mortgage needs!

Caroline

Anderson
Mortgage Agent

905.999.5776

MORTGAGE INTELLIGENCE

@ Brokerage #10428

caroline.anderson@migroup.ca

THE PERFECT SPOT

_ TO ADVERTISE Your BusINEss!

T0 ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL -
1-800-268-2637

Get your #Haul on at @

920 Dundas St. W. Whitby ¢§d @joesnofrills920dundaswhitby

@ BELLA
1
/

NOTTE
3570 Brock St. N. 905-430-5744

RISTORANTE
www.BellaNotte.ca

DR. J. D'SOUZA
FAMILY DENTIST
New Patients Welcome
185 Brock St. N. (at Mary)

Byron Classic Salon

modern styling
at it's finest
113 Byron St. N.

Deidre Anne Newman
B.Sc., LL.B.
Barrister & Solicitor

905-430-0118

905-217-0700 Family, Criminal, Wills

WCC Hall Rentals
133 Brock St. N
rentals@whitbycolumbusclub.ca
www.whitbycolumbusclub.ca

905-668-6412

Parishioner

2A-119 Consumers Drive
Whitby, Ontario L1IN 1C4

T: 905-665-6360

dnewman@danewmanlaw.com

Remember...
Let our advertisers
know you saw
their ad here.
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