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EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD

g From the Pastor’s Desk

Message from the Pastor

Christ is Risen! He is truly Risen, Alleluia!

We celebrate this Sunday, Easter Sunday. This solemnity
is the heart and core of our faith. We are called to have an
experience of the Death and Resurrection of Christ in our
lives. The wonderful event of the Resurrection that
happened more than 2000 years ago is happening in our
lives this year 2021. This year has been very hard for
many of us. We have been struggling with ourselves and
with others. We have realized how impatient, ungrateful
and judgemental we have been lately. However, Christ
knows how much we need to find peace and consolation.
God has given us the answer: Christ has died for us and
He has taken upon Himself our sins and weaknesses.
More than that, He has resurrected for us. It means that in
Him, we can be transformed and received a new life. With
His grace, we now can be patient, grateful, forgiving and
much more. Let us share in the fruits that Christ has won
for us through His Resurrection. It is not an outcome of
our good will and our efforts, but we just need to be open
to the victory that Christ has won for us. Let us all receive
the Spirit of the Resurrection that makes us sharers in this
new life. Let us be witnesses of the amazing life that
Christ offers us and let us bring this hope to a world that is
enveloped in fear and anguish!

Fr. Francisco Fernandez, Your servant and your Pastor

Pope Francis Homily, Easter Sunday

We began this celebration outside, plunged in the
darkness of the night and the cold. We felt an oppressive
silence at the death of the Lord, a silence with which each
of us can identify, a silence that penetrates to the depths
of the heart of every disciple, who stands wordless before
the cross.

These are the hours when the disciple stands speechless
in pain at the death of Jesus. What words can be spoken
at such a moment? The disciple keeps silent in the
awareness of his or her own reactions during those crucial
hours in the Lord’s life. Before the injustice that
condemned the Master, his disciples were silent. Before
the calumnies and the false testimony that the Master
endured, his disciples said nothing. During the trying,
painful hours of the Passion, his disciples dramatically
experienced their inability to put their lives on the line to
speak out on behalf of the Master. What is more, not only
did they not acknowledge him: they hid, they escaped,
they kept silent (cf. Jn 18:25-27).

It is the silent night of the disciples who remained numb,
paralyzed and uncertain of what to do amid so many
painful and disheartening situations. It is also that of
today’s disciples, speechless in the face of situations we
cannot control, that make us feel and, even worse, believe
that nothing can be done to reverse all the injustices that
our brothers and sisters are experiencing in their flesh.

It is the silent night of those disciples who are disoriented
because they are plunged in a crushing routine that robs
memory, silences hope and leads to thinking that “this is
the way things have always been done”. Those disciples
who, overwhelmed, have nothing to say and end up
considering “normal” and unexceptional the words of
Caiaphas: “Can you not see that it is better for you to have
one man die for the people than to have the whole nation
destroyed?” (Jn 11:50).

Amid our silence, our overpowering silence, the stones
begin to cry out (cf. Lk 19:40)[1] and to clear the way for
the greatest message that history has ever heard: “He is
not here, for he has been raised” (Mt 28:6). The stone
before the tomb cried out and proclaimed the opening of a
new way for all. Creation itself was the first to echo the
triumph of life over all that had attempted to silence and
stifle the joy of the Gospel. The stone before the tomb was
the first to leap up and in its own way intone a song of
praise and wonder, of joy and hope, in which all of us are
invited to join.

Yesterday, we joined the women in contemplating “the
one who was pierced” (cf. Jn 19:36; cf. Zech 12:10).
Today, with them, we are invited to contemplate the empty
tomb and to hear the words of the angel: “Do not be
afraid... for he has been raised” (Mt 28:5-6). Those words
should affect our deepest convictions and certainties, the
ways we judge and deal with the events of our daily lives,
especially the ways we relate to others. The empty tomb
should challenge us and rally our spirits. It should make us
think, but above all it should encourage us to trust and
believe that God “happens” in every situation and every
person, and that his light can shine in the least expected
and most hidden corners of our lives. He rose from the
dead, from that place where nobody waits for anything,
and now he waits for us — as he did the women - to
enable us to share in his saving work. On this basis and
with this strength, we Christians place our lives and our
energy, our intelligence, our affections and our will, at the
service of discovering, and above all creating, paths of
dignity.

He is not here... he is risen! This is the message that
sustains our hope and turns it into concrete gestures of
charity. How greatly we need to let our frailty be anointed
by this experience! How greatly we need to let our faith be
revived! How greatly we need our myopic horizons to be
challenged and renewed by this message! Christ is risen,
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and with him he makes our hope and creativity rise, so
that we can face our present problems in the knowledge
that we are not alone.

To celebrate Easter is to believe once more that God
constantly breaks into our personal histories, challenging
our “conventions”, those fixed ways of thinking and acting
that end up paralyzing us. To celebrate Easter is to allow
Jesus to triumph over the craven fear that so often assails
us and tries to bury every kind of hope.

The stone before the tomb shared in this, the women of
the Gospel shared in this, and now the invitation is
addressed once more to you and to me. An invitation to
break out of our routines and to renew our lives, our
decisions and our existence. An invitation that must be
directed to where we stand, what we are doing and what
we are, with the “power ratio” that is ours. Do we want to
share in this message of life or do we prefer simply to
continue standing speechless before events as they
happen? He is not here... he is raised! And he awaits you
in Gaiilee. He invites you to go back to the time and place
of your first love and he says to you: Do not be afraid,
follow me. (March 31, 2018).

Celebrations of Sacraments

First Eucharist
These Masses will be taking place on selected Sundays
over the next few months and we have notified all
parents of this.

Confirmation
These Masses are scheduled to take place this spring (on
selected Tuesday evenings and Saturday mornings) and
we have notified all parents of this.

We welcome our RCIA Candidates into our Parish
Community:
Lisa Catherine Wilson
Jennifer Anne Reid
Temitope Komolafe
Please keep them in your prayers!

Easter Flowers
Your contributions to the Easter
+'A| Flower Fund are greatly appreciated.
" Envelopes are on the back counter.
Please put your name and address on
the envelope. Thank you for your kind generosity.

o t The Parish Office will be closed
. Easter Monday April 5t .
\l:% Mass on Easter Monday is at 9gam.

Knights of Columbus, St John the Evangelist Council,
meetings are the 1st Wednesday of each month from Sept to
June. Next Meeting is Wednesday April 7, 2021 at 8PM on
Zoom (details to follow by member email) For further
information assisting the St John’s community and
becoming a Knight through our online virtual application
and exemplification process taking less than an hour,
contact Grand Knight Bryan Childerhouse
bryan.childerhouse@rogers.com or call 416-508-9877

@ Masses For The Week

Easter Vigil Sat Apr 3 — 8:00pm NO INTENTIONS

Mon. Apr 5 - 9:00am
+
req. by
Tues Apr 6 — 8:20am
+
req. by

Wed. Apr 7 - 7:00pm
+Carmela & Francesco Princiotta
req. by Giuseppina Cannella
+Martin Doleweerd
req. by His Wife & Family
+Kathleen Behan
req. by The Gaboury Family

Thur. Apr 8 —
+
req. by
Fri. Apr 9 —
+
req. by
Sat Apr 10 —
+Werner Kuenzle

req. by Jenny & Heidi Kuenzle

Sié Sharelife

Living the Gospel by sharing our blessings

Sharelife Sunday is April 18th.
Our parish goal for this year's campaign is $145,500

This year we are encouraging you to give at sharelife.org, where
you can make a one-time or monthly gift by credit card and
designate it to our parish’s campaign. Monthly giving is a
convenient way to spread your ShareLife contribution over the
course of a year.

Using a green ShareLife envelope, found in the pews or
available from the parish office, simply fill out the form on the
envelope and include a void cheque. Submit it to the parish
office or drop it in the offertory basket at any time. Contact
SharelLife at slife@archtoronto.org or 416-934-3411 if you have
any questions about pre-authorized giving.

Thank you for supporting ShareLife!
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Liturgical Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #12 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 1-800-268-2637

BETTY BRITE CLEANERS

Environmental Dry Cleaning
Alterations/Repairs/Dry Cleaning
Shirt Laundry/Drapes & Wet Cleaning
Suedes & Leathers
864 Brock St. N. 905-668-7775

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

FUNERAL SERVICES
In keeping with your Catholic faith
www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Resurrection Cemetery 905-668-8912

Ib

H

Funeral Director — Michael Lodge

W.C. Town Funeral Chapel
110 Dundas St. E., Whitby  905-668-3410

COLLABORATIVE LAW

PRACTICE
Resolving Disputes Respectfully.

J. Thomas Hamer
Barrister and Solicitor
COLLABORATIVE FAMILY LAW
Wills ® Powers of Attorney
Estate Administration
www.collaborativepracticetoronto.com
jthamer@ehpnf.com
105 Consumers Dr., Ste. 524
905-665-0221

St: Jolwty  Direct: 905-622-3667 | toby@teamfennessey.com
porishioner www.teamfennessey.com | &fi teamfennessey

W 1988 Royal Heritage Realty Ltd., Brokerage

iDaybreak Grill

1800 Dundas St. W. 905-438-0063

761 Dundas St. W.  905-493-4363
Best Breakfast in Town

COLIN L. OLDMAN g.com.LLB

65 OLD KINGSTON ROAD, AJAX - 905-683-2741
LAWSON CLARK & OLDMAN ex 1555

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION - BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES

THE LIVING
BENEFITS GROUP

lifee disability * critical illness
long term care*health*dental °RRSPs
JIM CORRIGAN
310 Byron St. S. 905.430.7921

Chris Leahy
DURHAM

SECURITY
905-556-1801

Turn your home into a Smart Home!

$50 donated to St. John's for oD
every new contract. 3
chris@durhamsecurity.ca H
() vandermeer Shopping
iuﬂ Open all year rou::dy Loca"y
PO ikl Saves Gas

588 Lakeridge Rd. S. 905-427-2525
vandermeernursery.com

Granite & Bronze

Stafford Monuments Limited

Inscriptions & Cemetery Restoration

318 Dundas St. E.

e

ONTARIO DUCT CLEANING

Do it for your home

Family & Civic Memorials

905-668-3552

FUNERAL HOME

Family owned and operated since 1863

905.655.3662

~ 6 Generations of Service, Quality & Trust ~

BARNES MEMORIAL

(one minute North of Taunton on Thickson)

do it for the health of
your family.

For a FREE No Obligation
phone estimate, call:

905-655-1099

Melissa Barnes
Funeral Director

Richard Barnes

Managing Director

5295 Thickson Rd. N., Whitby

R

R FneFunme&lucr t Desig nSne]9°

216 Mary St. E.
905.668.3483

Www.rouss€aus.ca

Y/

ROYAL LEPAGE
A {11 AR
FRANK REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE

Mary-Louise LaBarre

Sales Representative / Parishioner
Cel 905.718.6367
Bus 905.666.1333

1.866.273.1333
mlabarre@sympatico.ca

Optical Group Inc.
Dr. Constance Odiase, 0.D.
One Stop Shop
Complete Family Eye Care

veral Home Lim:

, OSHAWA 905.433.4711
www.armstrongfuneralhome.net

124 KING S

Glasses * Sunglasses
Contact Lenses
107 Kent St, Whitby
905-665-0522

www.opticalgroup.ca

Shop LOCAL - Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL - Enjoy LOCAL

and support the local businesses
that support your parish

For all your mortgage needs!

Caroline

Anderson
Mortgage Agent

905.999.5776

MORTGAGE INTELLIGENCE

@ Brokerage #10428

caroline.anderson@migroup.ca

THE PERFECT SPOT

_ TO ADVERTISE Your BusINEss!

T0 ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL -
1-800-268-2637

Get your #Haul on at @

920 Dundas St. W. Whitby ¢§d @joesnofrills920dundaswhitby

@ BELLA
1
/

NOTTE
3570 Brock St. N. 905-430-5744

RISTORANTE
www.BellaNotte.ca

DR. J. D'SOUZA
FAMILY DENTIST
New Patients Welcome
185 Brock St. N. (at Mary)

Byron Classic Salon

modern styling
at it's finest
113 Byron St. N.

Deidre Anne Newman
B.Sc., LL.B.
Barrister & Solicitor

905-430-0118

905-217-0700 Family, Criminal, Wills

WCC Hall Rentals
133 Brock St. N
rentals@whitbycolumbusclub.ca
www.whitbycolumbusclub.ca

905-668-6412

Parishioner

2A-119 Consumers Drive
Whitby, Ontario L1IN 1C4

T: 905-665-6360

dnewman@danewmanlaw.com

Remember...
Let our advertisers
know you saw
their ad here.
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