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THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

Message from the Pastor

Peace to all of you! | would like
first of all to wish you all a very
Merry and blessed Christmas! It
has been two years since |
became a pastor here at St.
John’s. | am very glad of your
enormous support and care
during this very difficult period. |
am very grateful and edified to see how you have attended masses
and have responded wholeheartedly to any pastoral initiative. | feel
very blessed to grow in faith together with you. Thanks for your
constant and generous financial support. | want to thank especially
all the ushers and sanitizers who have been giving us the
opportunity to worship at Church safely every single week. Your
faithful service has been essential to make our parish a very
welcoming and safe place and more and more people are slowly
coming back to Church. | am extremely grateful to all the parish
staff for their faithful support and strenuous help. To Vicki Morgan,
Gail Stewart, Susan Douglas, Breandan Orian MccCallister, Troy
Sabaot, Sue McGee, Cathy Dykeman, Al Sinclair, Patrick Treacy,
and our new parish custodian, Francisco Perez. | am deeply
grateful for their constant love to the parish. | want to thank the
Offertory Counters and the Finance Council for their help and
advice. My deepest thanks to the late and always remembered
Brian McMonagle, for his constant support and years of service as
Chair of the Finance Council. To our new Finance Chair, Paul
D’Aurelio, and committee members Lisa Maltby and Pierre Pilon.
Thanks to our new screening committee, Minnie Chillingworth and
Cathy Fernandes, for organizing so well, all our ministry volunteers.
Thanks also to all the ladies who decorated the church so
beautifully, Pat Milburn & Pat Garrard, and Gail Stewart for the
liturgical banners, fresh flowers, and altar changes. Thanks to
Stacey Leadbetter for leading us in the Bible Course so well.
Thanks to Christine Hannon and all the RCIA team for their
cooperation and sharing. Thanks to Cathy Dykeman, Lorraine
Thomas and all the PHCP team for continuing to provide teaching
for our children. Thanks to all the Lectors and Ministers of
Communion who have been very faithfully serving at every mass
week after week. Thanks to Ron Locas for opening the Church
every day in the morning and to Pat and Marie Fitzpatrick for taking
care of the candles. Thanks to Theresa Robinson and the
baptismal preparation team for providing monthly classes to the
parents. Thanks to Joan Willems and her baptismal hospitality for
all their help during the baptisms every other week. Thanks to the
Knights for their support to our parish through the different
ministries in which they are involved and always they are available
to help. Thanks to the ladies of the CWL. Thanks to our Parish
Council, Social and Fundraising committees as they are always
ready to come up with ideas even in this time. Thanks to our
Marriage Preparation coordinators Lynne & Bryan Childerhouse
and their teams, for training the couples for marriage. Thanks to
our Home Communion teams lead by Clark Weddell, for the
homebound, for Claire Brown for organizing communion at
Fairview, and our Lay Pastoral visitation teams lead by Iris
McNulty. Thanks to our Funeral Altar Servers, lead by Aggie
Sandrelli, | am very grateful because you always come to help at
funeral masses. Thanks to Phyllis Pereira and Mia for teaching our
younger children through the Children’s Liturgy. Thanks to our St.
Vincent de Paul Society, you have been very generous with your

time and provident help to the needy of our parish. Thanks to
Robert and Maritza Cartwright for always helping the Migrant
Workers. Thanks to Kevin Dashney, Marisa Dashney Ken Merola,
Afton Shah, Eileen McGowan, and Henry, and Kate Remiz for
making our liturgies and masses so beautiful and harmonious.
Thanks for the Altar Servers for all your helpfulness. Thank you to
the Gardeners for our beautiful gardens all summer long. Thanks to
Breandan for leading the Altar Servers and visiting the schools and
all our youth for meeting regularly through Edge and Life Teen. |
want to wish to all of you a blessed and hopeful new year!

May the peace of Christ overflow in all your homes!
Fr. Francisco Fernandez, Your servant and your Pastor

Pope Francis’ Homily on the Feast of the Holy Family (Dec 30,
2018)

Today we are celebrating the Feast of the Holy Family, and the
liturgy invites us to reflect on the experience of Mary, Joseph and
Jesus, united by an immense love and inspired by great trust in
God. Today's Gospel passage (cf. Lk 2:41-52) recounts the journey
of the family of Nazareth to Jerusalem, for the celebration of
Passover. But, on the return journey, the parents realize that their
12-year-old son is not in the caravan. After three days of searching
and fear, they find him in the temple, sitting among the teachers,
focused on a discussion with them. At the sight of the Son, Mary
and Joseph “were astonished” (v. 48) and the Mother revealed their
fear to him, saying: “your father and | have been looking for you
anxiously” (ibid.)

Astonishment — they “were astonished” — and anxiety — “your
father and |, anxious” — are the two elements to which | would like
to call your attention: astonishment and anxiety.

In the family of Nazareth astonishment never waned, not even in a
dramatic moment such as Jesus being lost: it is the ability to be
astonished before the gradual manifestation of the Son of God. It is
the same astonishment that even strikes the teachers of the
temple, “amazed at his understanding and his answers” (v. 47). But
what is astonishment; what is it to be astonished? Being
astonished and being amazed is the opposite of taking everything
for granted; it is the opposite of interpreting the reality that
surrounds us and historical events according to our criteria alone. A
person who does this does not know what amazement is, what
astonishment is. Being astonished is being open to others,
understanding others’ reasons: this attitude is important for
mending compromised interpersonal relationships, and is also
indispensable for healing open wounds in the familial environment.
When there are problems in families, we take for granted that we
are right and we close the door to others. Instead, it is important to
think: ‘What is good about this person?’, and to be astonished by
this ‘good’. And this helps family unity. If you have problems in the
family, think about the good things in the family member with whom
you have problems, and be astonished by this. This will help to
heal familial wounds.

The second element that | would like to grasp from the Gospel is
the anxiety that Mary and Joseph felt when they could not find
Jesus. This anxiety reveals Jesus’ centrality in the Holy Family.
The Virgin and her husband welcomed that Son, protected him and
watched him grow in age, wisdom and grace in their midst, but
above all he grew in their hearts; and, little by little, their affection



DECEMBER 26, 2021

for him and their understanding of him grew. This is why the family
of Nazareth is holy because it was centred on Jesus; all of Mary
and Joseph’s attention and concerns were directed toward him.
That anxiety that they experienced in the three days that Jesus was
missing should also be our anxiety when we are distant from him,
when we are distant from Jesus. We should feel anxious when we
forget Jesus for more than three days, without praying, without
reading the Gospel, without feeling the need of his presence and of
his comforting friendship. And many times, days pass in which | do
not remember Jesus. But this is bad, this is really bad. We should
feel anxious when these things happen. Mary and Joseph
searched for him and found him in the temple while he was
teaching: for us too, it is especially in the house of God that we are
able to encounter the divine Teacher and receive his message of
salvation. In the Eucharistic celebration we have a living
experience of Christ; he speaks to us; he offers us his Word; he
illuminates us, lights our path, gives us his Body in the Eucharist
from which we draw vigour to face everyday difficulties.

And today let us go home with these two words: astonishment and
anxiety. Do | know how to be astonished, when | see the good
things in others, and in this way resolve family problems? Do | feel
anxious when | am distant from Jesus?

Let us pray for all the families in the world, especially those in
which, for various reasons, peace and harmony are lacking. And let
us entrust them to the protection of the Holy Family of Nazareth.

@ Masses For The Week

Sat Dec 25 — 9am, 11am, 2pm Spanish
NO INTENTIONS

Mon Dec 27 — 9:00am
+Robin Morgan
reg. by Pat & Vicki Morgan & Family

Tues Dec 28 — 9:00am
+Brian McMonagle
req. by Paul & Geni D'Aurelio

Wed Dec 29 — 7:00pm

Int. for James O’Hara
reg. by John Lennon

Int. for Peter Milligan

reg. by John Lennon

+Joze Grsic
req. by Peter & Anne Struna
+Deborah Beegan
req. by Mary-Louise LaBarre & Ken Reilly
+Brian McMonagle
req. by Staff of St. John'’s Parish

Thurs Dec 30 — 8:20am
+Bonnie Kay Latour
req. by Margaret Lance

Fri Dec 31 — 5pm
NO INTENTIONS
Adoration
Tabernacle Candle Dec 26 — Jan 1, 2022
Intention for Natasha, req. by Mary

ATTENTION ENGAGED COUPLES!

MARRIAGE PREPARATION CLASSES

Our next Marriage Preparation Course at St. John the
Evangelist will be held on 6 Thursday evenings from
January 20 to February 24, 2022 at 7:00pm to 9:00pm
in the Parish Centre. Call 668-3676. Fee is $200 per
couple.

Office Hours Christmas to New Year

The parish office will close at noon on Friday,
December 24" through to Tuesday, December
28™. The office will be open December 29" & 30" and
until noon on December 31%. The office will reopen at
9am on Tuesday, January 4, 2022.

Wl

CWL MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
$25.00
email Ichilderhouse@hotmail.com

Mass Schedule for Octave of Christmas

Mon Dec 27  9am, Solemnity of St. John the Evangelist,
Patron

Tues Dec 28  9am Holy Innocents, Martyrs

Wed Dec29  7pm Fifth Octave Day

Thur Dec 30  8:20am Sixth Octave Day

Fri Dec 31 5pm Vigil of Mary, Mother of God

Fri Dec 31 6pm -7pm Adoration

SatJan1 9am, 11am, 2pm Spanish Solemnity Mary,
Mother of God

Sun Jan 2 9am, 11am, 2pm Spanish, 5pm

CHRISTMAS FLOWER FUND
L Special envelopes are available at the back of the
ﬁ Church for donations to offset the cost of decorating at

Christmas. We appreciate your support and assistance
at this time of year!

IMPORTANT: Donations for the 2021 tax year must

be received no later than January 2, 2022 for tax

receipt purposes.

The Knights of Columbus next meeting is Wednesday
January 4, 2022 at 8PM at the Knights of Columbus Hall
at 133 Brock St North and on Zoom (details to follow by
member email). Proof of double Covid vaccination and
masking will be required. For further information
assisting the St John’s community and becoming a
Knight through our online virtual application and
exemplification process taking less than an hour,
contact Grand Knight Bryan Childerhouse
bryan.childerhouse@rogers.com or call 416-508-9877

The St. John the Evangelist 2022 calendars are
available for pickup, generously provided, courtesy
of WC Town Funeral Chapel.
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COLLABORATIVE LAW
PRACTICE

Resolving Disputes Respectfully.

Ib CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

.( FUNERAL SERVICES

J. Thomas Hamer
Barrister and Solicitor

In keeping with your Catholic faith
www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Resurrection Cemetery 905-668-8912

COLLABORATIVE FAMILY LAW
Wills ® Powers of Attorney
Estate Administration
www.collaborativepracticetoronto.com
jthamer@ehpnf.com

105 Consumers Dr., Ste. 524

905-665-0221 ‘

St: Jolwty  Direct: 905-622-3667 | toby@teamfennessey.com
porishioner www.teamfennessey.com | &fi teamfennessey

W 1988 Royal Heritage Realty Ltd., Brokerage

COLIN L. OLDMAN g.com.LLB

555 KINGSTON ROAD W, AJAX 905-683-2741
LAWSON CLARK & OLDMAN ex 1555

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION - BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES

Dk w
ADVERTISE!

3171 LENWORTH DR. #12 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 1-800-268-2637

Funeral Director — Michael Lodge

W.C. Town Funeral Chapel
110 Dundas St. E., Whitby  905-668-3410

THE LIVING
BENEFITS GROUP

lifee disability * critical illness
long term care*health*dental *RRSPs
JIM CORRIGAN
310 Byron St. S. 905.430.7921

Chris Leahy
DURHAM

SECURITY
905-556-1801

Turn your home into a Smart Home!

$50 donated to St. John's for oY
every new contract. U O
chris@durhamsecurity.ca
() vandermeer Shopping
P nurse
'0ﬂ Open all year rou::dy Loca"y
VAC % dedorating needs Saves Gas

588 Lakeridge Rd. S. 905-427-2525
vandermeernursery.com

Stafford Monuments Limited LN
Granite & Bronze Family & Civic Memorials ,————-.-.___,/‘ 7

Inscriptions & Cemetery Restoration
ONTARIO DUCT CLEANING

318 Dundas St. E.  905-668-3552 .
Do it for your home

~ 6 Generations of Service, Quality & Trust ~ )
/ Quality — do it for the health of

your family.

For a FREE No Obligation
phone estimate, call:

Melissa Barnes
Funeral Director

Richard Barnes

Managing Director

BARNES MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Family owned and operated since 1863

ROYAL LEPAGE
A {11 AR
FRANK REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE

Mary-Louise LaBarre

Sales Representative / Parishioner
Cel 905.718.6367
Bus 905.666.1333

1.866.273.1333
mlabarre@sympatico.ca

905.655.3662 _oneriacothorramonan ik 905-655-1099
ROUSSEAU S’§ Optical Group Inc.
LZLG[I\LIHD Sstl];g Dr. Constance Odiase, 0.D.
ey One Stop Shop
WQW(X)NS' rgggeiﬁg%a Complete Family Eye Care
Glasses * Sunglasses
; Contact Lenses
"’"""':'Ti"'i:‘ 107 Kent St, Whitby
124 KING ST. E., OSHAWA 905.433.4711 905-665-0522
www.armstrongfuneralhome.net WWW.Optlcalgroup.ca

Shop LOCAL - Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL - Enjoy LOCAL

and support the local businesses
that support your parish

For all your mortgage needs!

THEPERFECT SPOT

_ TO ADVERTISE vour BUSINESS!

Caroline
Anderson

Get your #Haul on at @

920 Dundas St. W. Whitby ¢§d @joesnofrills920dundaswhitby

Mortgage Agent

905.999.5776

MORTGAGE INTELLIGENCE

@ Brokerage #10428

caroline.anderson@migroup.ca

T0 ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL -
1-800-268-2637

SOle 289.481.0298

FOOTCARE & WELLNESS
Medical Footcare Clinic
4-720 Elderberry Dr, Oshawa
www.solerenewalfootcare.ca

DR. J. D'SOUZA
FAMILY DENTIST
New Patients Welcome
185 Brock St. N. (at Mary)
905-430-0118

Deidre Anne Newman
B.Sc., LL.B.

Barrister & Solicitor
Family, Criminal, Wills

Parishioner

2A-119 Consumers Drive
Whitby, Ontario L1IN 1C4

T: 905-665-6360

dnewman@danewmanlaw.com

WCC Hall Rentals
133 Brock St. N
rentals@whitbycolumbusclub.ca
www.whitbycolumbusclub.ca

905-668-6412

Remember...
Let our advertisers
know you saw
their ad here.
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