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EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

A 7 Message from the Pastor
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Peace to all of you!

T
BRIl | want to wish you a Happy New
E l HAN Year! May the Lord give you a
year filled with peace and of the
mercy of the Lord! The First
Reading, from the prophet Isaiah, presents to us a beautiful
image of how the Lord will come to bring His light and life to
the city of Jerusalem to dwell. We are called to receive in
our hearts the Lord who comes to fill us with hope, peace,
and consolation. The Second Reading, from the Letter to the
Ephesians, gives us the assurance that God'’s love has been
revealed to all nations and peoples. It is very comforting to
realize that God's plan is that everybody experiences his
mercy and love. God always wants to share his life with us
to fulfill our deepest desires. In the Gospel, from St.
Matthew, we are presented with the manifestation of the
Lord to the Magi. They come from the Far East to pay
homage to the newborn king of the Jews. However, they are
astonished to realize that the King of Kings is born in a
stable, humble, and weak, born to give his life for our sins.
They recognize Him as the Savior of the World, and they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Gold
symbolizes that He is a King who has come to serve us and
to share His life for us. Frankincense means that He is God,
He is the One who fills us with Eternal Life. Myrrh means
that He is going to die in the Cross to save us. Let us
acknowledge in our lives the Savior who has come to share
with us His divine life so that our lives will be fulfilled!.

Fr. Francisco Fernandez, Your servant and your Pastor

Pope Francis’ Homily on the Solemnity of the Epiphany
of the Lord (Jan 6, 2018)

Three actions of the Magi guide our journey towards the
Lord, who today is revealed as light and salvation for all
peoples. The Magi see the star, they set out and they bring
gifts.

Seeing the star. This is where it starts. But why, we might
ask, did the Magi alone see the star? Perhaps because few
people raised their eyes to heaven. We often make do with
looking at the ground: it's enough to have our health, a little
money and a bit of entertainment. | wonder if we still know
how to look up at the sky. Do we know how to dream, to
long for God, to expect the newness he brings, or do we let
ourselves be swept along by life, like dry branches before
the wind? The Magi were not content with just getting by,
with keeping afloat. They understood that to truly live, we
need a lofty goal and we need to keep looking up.

Yet we can also ask why, among all those who looked up at
the heavens, so many others did not follow that star, “his
star” (Mt 2:2). Perhaps because the star was not eye-

catching, did not shine any brighter than other stars. It was a
star — so the Gospel tells us — that the Magi saw “at its
rising” (vv. 2, 9). Jesus’ star does not dazzle or overwhelm,
but gently invites. We may ask ourselves what star we have
chosen to follow in our lives. Some stars may be bright, but
they do not point the way. So it is with success, money,
career, honours and pleasures when these become our life.
They are meteors: they blaze momentarily, but then quickly
burn out and their brilliance fades. They are shooting stars
that mislead rather than lead. The Lord’s star, however, may
not always overwhelm by its brightness, but it is always
there, ever kindly: it takes you by the hand in life and
accompanies you. It does not promise material reward, but
ensures peace and grants, as it did to the Magi,
“exceedingly great joy” (Mt 2:10). But it also tells us to set
out.

Setting out, the second thing the Magi do, is essential if we
are to find Jesus. His star demands a decision to take up the
journey and to advance tirelessly on our way. It demands
that we free ourselves from useless burdens and
unnecessary extras that only prove a hindrance, and accept
unforeseen obstacles along the map of life. Jesus allows
himself to be found by those who seek him, but to find him
we need to get up and go, not sit around but take risks, not
stand still, but set out. Jesus makes demands: he tells those
who seek him to leave behind the armchair of worldly
comforts and the reassuring warmth of hearth and home.
Following Jesus is not a polite etiquette to be observed, but
a journey to be undertaken. God, who set his people free in
the exodus and called new peoples to follow his star, grants
freedom and joy always and only in the course of a journey.
In other words, if we want to find Jesus, we have to
overcome our fear of taking risks, our self-satisfaction and
our indolent refusal to ask anything more of life. We need to
take risks simply to meet a Child. Yet those risks are
immensely worth the effort, since in finding that Child, in
discovering his tenderness and love, we rediscover
ourselves.

Bringing gifts. Having come to Jesus after a long journey,
the Magi do as he does: they bring gifts. Jesus is there to
give his life; they offer him their own costly gifts: gold,
incense and myrrh. The Gospel becomes real when the
journey of life ends in giving. To give freely, for the Lord’'s
sake, without expecting anything in return: this is the sure
sign that we have found Jesus. For he says: “The gift you
have received, give freely as a gift” (Mt 10:8). To do good
without counting the cost, even when unasked, even when
you gain nothing thereby, even if it is unpleasant. That is
what God wants. He, who become small for our sake, asks
us to offer something for the least of his brothers and sisters.
Who are they? They are those who have nothing to give in
return, the needy, the hungry, the stranger, the prisoner, the
poor (cf. Mt 25:31-46). We give a gift pleasing to Jesus
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when we care for a sick person, spend time with a difficult
person, help someone for the sake of helping, or forgive
someone who has hurt us. These are gifts freely given, and
they cannot be lacking in the lives of Christians. Jesus
reminds us that if we only love those who love us, we do as
the pagans do (cf. Mt 5:46-47). Today let us look at our
hands, so often empty of love, and let us try to think of some
free gift that we can give without expecting anything in
return. That will please the Lord. And let us ask him: “Lord,
let me rediscover the joy of giving”.

Dear brothers and sisters, let us imitate the Magi: looking
upwards, setting out, and freely offering our gifts.

ATTENTION ENGAGED COUPLES!

MARRIAGE PREPARATION CLASSES

Our next Marriage Preparation Course at St. John the
Evangelist will be held on 6 Thursday evenings from
January 20 to February 24, 2022 at 7:00pm to 9:00pm
in the Parish Centre. Call 668-3676. Fee is $200 per
couple.

Office Hours
The parish office will reopen at 9am on
Tuesday, January 4, 2022.

CWL MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
$25.00
email Ichilderhouse@hotmail.com

CHRISTMAS FLOWER FUND
Special envelopes are available at the back of the
Church for donations to offset the cost of decorating at
Christmas. We appreciate your support and assistance
at this time of year!

o

IMPORTANT: Donations for the 2021 tax year must
be received no later than January 2, 2022 for tax
receipt purposes.

The Knights of Columbus next meeting is Wednesday
January 4, 2022 at 8PM at the Knights of Columbus Hall
at 133 Brock St North and on Zoom (details to follow by
member email). Proof of double Covid vaccination and
masking will be required. For further information
assisting the St John’s community and becoming a
Knight through our online virtual application and
exemplification process taking less than an hour,
contact Grand Knight Bryan Childerhouse
bryan.childerhouse@rogers.com or call 416-508-9877

@ Masses For The Week

Sat Jan 1 — 9am, 11am, 2pm Spanish
NO INTENTIONS

Mon Jan 3 — 8:200am
+Deceased Members of the Coryat Family
reg. by Mary Yearwood

Tues Jan 4 — 8:20am (TBA — 8:00am)
+Lily Lobo
req. by Melvin & Margaret D’'Souza

Wed Jan 5 - 7:00pm
+Brian McMonagle
req. by Joanne & Dave Ellis
+Brian McMonagle
req. by Margaret Davidson
+Brian McMonagle
reg. by Mary Louise LaBarre & Ken Reilly & Family
+lvan Hrovat
req. by Stefani & Toni Savor
+Thomas Bulger
req. by Ann Johnston & Family

Thurs Jan 6 — 8:20am (TBA — 8:00am)
+Peter Cleary
req. by Catherine Ingram

Fri Jan 7 — 8:20am (TBA — 8:00am)
+Deceased Members of L’Estrange & Fernades Families
req. by Godfrey & Jenny Cunningham

Friday January 7 — First Friday Adoration for 1
hour following mass

EPIPHANY PRAYER

"Braathe upon us gracious God, | pray,
and show us this day Your Star which You
did once show to the Magi, that as it
formerly guided them to Christ, so, it may
lead us to the Mysteries of Christ."

Marsilio Ficino 1433-1499
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COLLABORATIVE LAW
PRACTICE

Resolving Disputes Respectfully.
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FUNERAL SERVICES
In keeping with your Catholic faith
www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Resurrection Cemetery 905-668-8912

J. Thomas Hamer
Barrister and Solicitor

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

Funeral Director — Michael Lodge

W.C. Town Funeral Chapel
110 Dundas St. E., Whitby  905-668-3410

COLLABORATIVE FAMILY LAW

THE LIVING

Wills ® P f Att H
ﬁ N TEAM chris Leally| BENEFITS GROUP
www.collaborativepracticetoronto.com AL AN life e disability * critical illness
s éthamer@ehgnf.cgrtn » 3 1P FEN NESSEY D EEBULFJITAYM long tejrln I\jlareC.(L;ela%"F:I.gie;\tIa\ll.RRsps
onsumers Dr., Ste. ==t
905-665-0221 The team gow will recomamend! 905.556.1807| 210 8ron st.5. 905.430.7921
V TOBY FENNESSEY

Broker | Residential/Investment Properties

St: Jolwty  Direct: 905-622-3667 | toby@teamfennessey.com
porishioner www.teamfennessey.com | &fi teamfennessey

W 1988 Royal Heritage Realty Ltd., Brokerage

COLIN L. OLDMAN g.com.LLB

555 KINGSTON ROAD W, AJAX 905-683-2741
LAWSON CLARK & OLDMAN ex 1555

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION - BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES

Dk w
ADVERTISE!

Turn your home into a Smart Home!

$50 donated to St. John's for oY
every new contract. c O
chris@durhamsecurity.ca
() vandermeer Shopping
P nurse
'0“ Open all year rou::dy Loca"y
VAQ | % detorating needs Saves Gas

588 Lakeridge Rd. S. 905-427-2525
vandermeernursery.com

Stafford Monuments Limited LN
Granite & Bronze Family & Civic Memorials ,————\___,/‘ 7

Inscriptions & Cemetery Restoration
ONTARIO DUCT CLEANING

318 Dundas St. E.  905-668-3552 .
Do it for your home

~ 6 Generations of Service, Quality & Trust ~ )
/ Quality — do it for the health of

your family.

For a FREE No Obligation
phone estimate, call:

Melissa Barnes
Funeral Director

Richard Barnes

Managing Director

BARNES MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Family owned and operated since 1863

ROYAL LEPAGE
A {11 AR
FRANK REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE

Mary-Louise LaBarre

Sales Representative / Parishioner
Cel 905.718.6367
Bus 905.666.1333

1.866.273.1333
mlabarre@sympatico.ca

905 655 3662 (one mlnuste??\lir-tr:g‘ﬁai:tigoL\erIT\rf\lchLls?ny) 905_ 655_ 1099
ROUSSEAU S’§ Optical Group Inc.
;;6[1;[1:9 Sstlg Dr. Constance Odiase, 0.D.
iy One Stop Shop
WQW(X)NS' rgl?s%eiﬁg%a Complete Family Eye Care
Glasses * Sunglasses
Contact Lenses
107 Kent St, Whitby
124 KING ST. E., OSHAWA 905.433.4711 905-665-0522
www.armstrongfuneralhome.net WWW.Optlcalgroup.ca

Shop LOCAL - Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL - Enjoy LOCAL

and support the local businesses
that support your parish

THEPERFECT SPOT

Caroline _ TO ADVERTISE vou BUSINESS!

Anderson
Mortgage Agent

905.999.5776

MORTGAGE INTELLIGENCE

@ Brokerage #10428

caroline.anderson@migroup.ca

T0 ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL |
1-800-268-2637

Get your #Haul on at @

920 Dundas St. W. Whitby ¢§d @joesnofrills920dundaswhitby

SOle 289.481.0298

FOOTCARE & WELLNESS
Medical Footcare Clinic
4-720 Elderberry Dr, Oshawa
www.solerenewalfootcare.ca

DR. J. D'SOUZA
FAMILY DENTIST
New Patients Welcome
185 Brock St. N. (at Mary)
905-430-0118

Deidre Anne Newman
B.Sc., LL.B.
Barrister & Solicitor

Family, Criminal, Wills

Parishioner

WCC Hall Rentals
133 Brock St. N
rentals@whitbycolumbusclub.ca
www.whitbycolumbusclub.ca

905-668-6412

2A-119 Consumers Drive
Whitby, Ontario L1IN 1C4

T: 905-665-6360

dnewman@danewmanlaw.com

Remember...
Let our advertisers
know you saw
their ad here.
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