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EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD

Message from the Pastor
Peace to all of you!

Today we celebrate Easter Sunday. We are very joyful because we
are sharing in the Resurrection of Christ. The First Reading, from
the Acts of the Apostles, presents the announcement of Peter of
the Death and Resurrection of Christ. God has anointed Christ with
the mission of dying for our sins. During His public life, Christ went
about preaching the Good News and healing people from their
sicknesses. Peter proclaims that Christ was crucified, died, and
was buried, but after three days, He was raised from the dead. The
apostles are witnesses of the Resurrection and they announced
His victory over death in all parts of the world. The Second
Reading, from the Letter of St. Paul to the Colossians, offers us a
teaching from St. Paul on how we can live our lives if we share in
the Resurrection of Christ. He has made us sharers of His victory
over death and with His help we can set our minds on the things of
heaven. It means that from now on we can aspire to a life that is full
of peace and joy and that any suffering does not take away our
peace. Let us place our trust in the Lord so that He may make us
partakers of the risen life and anticipate the kingdom of heaven
here on earth. The Gospel, from St. Matthew, gives us the account
of the empty tomb. Even though the Romans placed a heavy stone
in front of the tomb and guards to keep it safe, yet Christ rose from
the dead and has overcome sin, evil and death. Like the women,
who were witnesses of encountering the Risen Christ, we are
called to see in our lives that the stone of death in our lives has
been removed and we can be partakers of the Risen Lord.
Whatever sin, suffering or trail we may be facing, with Christ we
can find in Him Resurrection and victory over death. With Christ we
can face any difficulty and remain standing and at peace. Let us be
witnesses of the Risen Christ in our daily lives so that we can bring
this amazing happiness to all those around us!

I would like to wish to all the parishioners and their families a
Blessed Easter and to partake in the joy of the Resurrection!

My thanks to all the people who have helped during Holy Week
preparations, especially the staff of the parish, the ladies who
decorated the Church, our choir and musicians, our RCIA
team, our social committee, our altar servers, our ushers,
communion ministers, lectors and so many people who
worked very hard during these days. May God bless you
immensely with His peace!

Fr. Francisco Fernandez, Your servant and your Pastor
Pope Francis Homily for Easter Vigil (April 11, 2010)

“After the Sabbath” (Mt 28:1), the women went to the tomb. This is
how the Gospel of this holy Vigil began: with the Sabbath. It is the
day of the Easter Triduum that we tend to neglect as we eagerly
await the passage from Friday’s cross to Easter Sunday’s Alleluia.
This year however, we are experiencing, more than ever, the great
silence of Holy Saturday. We can imagine ourselves in the position
of the women on that day. They, like us, had before their eyes the
drama of suffering, of an unexpected tragedy that happened all too
suddenly. They had seen death and it weighed on their hearts.
Pain was mixed with fear: would they suffer the same fate as the
Master? Then too

there was fear about the future and all that would need to be
rebuilt. A painful memory, a hope cut short. For them, as for us, it
was the darkest hour.

Yet in this situation the women did not allow themselves to be
paralyzed. They did not give in to the gloom of sorrow and regret,
they did not morosely close in on themselves, or flee from reality.
They were doing something simple yet extraordinary: preparing at
home the spices to anoint the body of Jesus. They did not stop
loving; in the darkness of their hearts, they lit a flame of mercy. Our
Lady spent that Saturday, the day that would be dedicated to her,
in prayer and hope. She responded to sorrow with trust in the Lord.
Unbeknownst to these women, they were making preparations, in
the darkness of that Sabbath, for “the dawn of the first day of the
week”, the day that would change history. Jesus, like a seed buried
in the ground, was about to make new life blossom in the world;
and these women, by prayer and love, were helping to make that
hope flower. How many people, in these sad days, have done and
are still doing what those women did, sowing seeds of hope! With
small gestures of care, affection and prayer.

At dawn the women went to the tomb. There the angel says to
them: “Do not be afraid. He is not here; for he has risen” (vv. 5-6).
They hear the words of life even as they stand before a tomb... And
then they meet Jesus, the giver of all hope, who confirms the
message and says: “Do not be afraid” (v. 10). Do not be afraid, do
not yield to fear: This is the message of hope. It is addressed to us,
today. These are the words that God repeats to us this very night.

Tonight, we acquire a fundamental right that can never be taken
away from us: the right to hope. It is a new and living hope that
comes from God. It is hot mere optimism; it is not a pat on the back
or an empty word of encouragement, uttered with an empty smile.
No! It is a gift from heaven, which we could not have earned on our
own. Over these weeks, we have kept repeating, “All will be well”,
clinging to the beauty of our humanity and allowing words of
encouragement to rise up from our hearts. But as the days go by
and fears grow, even the boldest hope can dissipate. Jesus’ hope
is different. He plants in our hearts the conviction that God is able
to make everything work unto good, because even from the grave
he brings life.

The grave is the place where no one who enters ever leaves. But
Jesus emerged for us; he rose for us, to bring life where there was
death, to begin a new story in the very place where a stone had
been placed. He, who rolled away the stone that sealed the
entrance of the tomb, can also remove the stones in our hearts. So,
let us not give in to resignation; let us not place a stone before
hope. We can and must hope, because God is faithful. He did not
abandon us; he visited us and entered into our situations of pain,
anguish and death. His light dispelled the darkness of the tomb:
today he wants that light to penetrate even to the darkest corners
of our lives. Dear sister, dear brother, even if in your heart you
have buried hope, do not give up: God is greater. Darkness and
death do not have the last word. Be strong, for with God nothing is
lost!

Welcoming Celebrations for Archbishop Francis Leo

A regional Mass of Welcome will take place in each
region of the archdiocese, providing an opportunity for
the faithful to come together to welcome Archbishop
Leo to the archdiocese.

Eastern Region — Wednesday, April 26, 2023 - St. Isaac
Jogues Parish, 1148 Finch Ave., Pickering - 7 p.m.

First come first served seating.
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St. John’s Ladies Golf League

Are you interested in playing golf or learning to play golf,
then you might want to consider joining our league. We play
Tuesday evenings 4:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Salem Ridge
Academy, an executive 9-hole course. We have lots of fun
and we do improve our game. If you are interested in
joining us, please come to our meeting on Tuesday, April
18th at 7:30 p.m. in room 2 of the Parish Centre for our kick-
off meeting. If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact Lynne Childerhouse at 905-431-6582 or
Ichilderhouse@hotmail.com.

St. Vincent de Paul Update
We've been busy serving our community in need. In 2022
we delivered food and vouchers to 1487 individuals. Our
Christmas Drive supported 118 families and 30 seniors.

In a comparison between January to March 2022 and
January to March 2023 we have seen an increase of 18% in
need, supporting recent studies of the impact of grocery
inflation.

We wouldn’t have been able to support these efforts without
your generosity of financial and food donations! On behalf of
the SVDP and the recipients receiving support, we thank
you! We are proud of the St. John the Evangelist Parish
ongoing support, to continue with the support of our
Neighbours in Need.

God Bless you!

Manresa Day of Reflection and Spiritual Renewal for
55+ on Thursday, May 25th
Facilitator: Father Michael Coutts, S.J.
Theme: The Exodus and I. Purification, Illumination,
Union.

The Exodus Experience formed the Israelites into what
1Peter 2 calls “A chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people set apart.” God did that over a period of 40
years. It seems God has done the same for us during the
short Covid span. God did this through a process of
purification, illumination, union. please read Exodus,
Chapters 1-5.

Cost. $55.00 per person, including lunch

We will hold registration on two weekends - April 29/30 and
May 6/7 after all Masses, or by calling parish office or
Catherine Ingram (905 665-0933)

Payment upon registration.

sS4 Sharelife

Show your love by giving to SharelLife Jesus’ love for us
invites us to give to others, especially those most in need.
ShareLife agencies continue to support the most vulnerable
in our community through services that are only possible
through your kind and generous donations. Please give at
the parish using a SharelLife envelope, online through our
parish website, or at sharelife.org/donate.

A blessed Easter to you all!

Collection to date: $21,846.55
Parish Goal: $148,700

Let's Social Sunday!

Feel like embracing a return to “normal”?
Please join us for coffee, snacks and fellowship on
Sunday, April 16™ following the 9am & 11am masses.
We look forward to seeing youl

Sat Apr 8 — 5:00pm NO INTENTION
Mon Apr 10 — 9:00am
Intention for Sylvie Forté
reg. by St. John Staff

Tues Apr 11 — 8:20am

Wed Apr 12 — 7:00pm
+Broderick, Howard & Harrington Families
req. by Joe & Joy
+Veronica Bernadette
req. by Mary Louise LaBarre & Ken Reilly & Family
+Dan Nettle
req. by Gail McMonagle
+Patrick Jamie Treacy Jr
req. by St. John the Evangelist Parishioners

Thursday Apr 13 — 8:20am
+Patrick Treacy Jr
reg. by The Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Friday Apr 14 — 8:20am
+Maria Helen Silveira
req. By the Silviera Family

Sat Apr 15— 5:00pm

+Tina Vurro
reg. by Joe Vurro

The Divine Mercy Novena will follow after each mass
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PRACTICE
Resolving Disputes Respectfully.

J. Thomas Hamer
Barrister and Solicitor
COLLABORATIVE FAMILY LAW
Wills ® Powers of Attorney
Estate Administration
www.collaborativepracticetoronto.com
jthamer@ehpnf.com
105 Consumers Dr., Ste. 524
905-665-0221

COLLABORATIVE LAW

Ib
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FUNERAL SERVICES
In keeping with your Catholic faith
www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Resurrection Cemetery 905-668-8912

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

Funeral Director — Michael Lodge

W.C. Town Funeral Chapel
110 Dundas St. E., Whitby  905-668-3410

=

Shopping
Locally
Saves Gas

St: Jolwty  Direct: 905-622-3667 | toby@teamfennessey.com
porishioner www.teamfennessey.com | &fi teamfennessey

W 1988 Royal Heritage Realty Ltd., Brokerage

COLIN L. OLDMAN g.com.LLB

555 KINGSTON RD W, 2ND FLOOR AJAX 905-683-2741
LAWSON CLARK & OLDMAN ex. 1955

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION - BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES

THE LIVING
BENEFITS GROUP

lifee disability * critical illness
long term care*health*dental *RRSPs
JIM CORRIGAN
310 Byron St. S. 905.430.7921

Chris Leahy
DURHAM

SECURITY
905-556-1801

Turn your home into a Smart Home!

$50 donated to St. John's for
every new contract.

chris@durhamsecurity.ca

fﬁﬂ\ivandermeer
nursery

Your destination garden centre
since 1961. Open year round in Ajax!

vandermeernursery.com

318 Dundas

Stafford Monuments Limited
Granite & Bronze Family & Civic Memorials
Inscriptions & Cemetery Restoration

~ 6 Generations of Service, Quality & Trust ~

e

ONTARIO DUCT CLEANING

St. E. Do it for your home

905-668-3552

BARNES MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Family owned and operated since 1863

905.655.3662
5295 Thickson Rd. N., Whitby
(1 minute North of Taunton on Thickson)

do it for the health of
your family.

For a FREE No Obligation
phone estimate, call:

905-655-1099

HOUSEKEEPER/COOK WANTED
Got great housekeeping, cooking,
& organizational skills?
Email resume to
i‘ geoscoper@gmail.com -

ROUSSEAU'S4\

Fine Furniture & Interior Design Since 1929
216 Mary St. E.
905.668.3483

Www.rousseaus.ca

ROYAL LEPAGE
A {11 AR
FRANK REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE

Mary-Louise LaBarre

Sales Representative / Parishioner
Cel 905.718.6367
Bus 905.666.1333

1.866.273.1333
mlabarre@sympatico.ca

Optical Group Inc.
Dr. Constance Odiase, 0.D.
One Stop Shop
Complete Family Eye Care

124 KING ST. E., OSHAWA 905.433.4711
www.armstrongfuneralhome.net

Contact Lenses
107 Kent St, Whitby
905-665-0522

www.opticalgroup.ca

Facials & Skin Care
(simple & deep)
647-979-3301
() raaz_skincare

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

| Glasses * Sunglasses

1

1

1

1

1

www.raaz-secret2velvetskin.ca !
-

THE PERFECT SPOT

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS!

T0 ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CAI.I.
1-800-268-2637

For all your mortgage needs!

Caroline

Anderson
Mortgage Agent

905.767.2748

MORTGAGE INTELLIGENCE

@ Brokerage #10428

caroline.anderson@migroup.ca

EDITH LOSADA
Realtor®/Parishioner
Service in Spanish & English
B: 905-665-2500
C:289-939-3600
EdithLosadaRealty@gmail.com

DR. J. D'SOUZA
FAMILY DENTIST

New Patients Welcome
185 Brock St. N. (at Mary)
905-430-0118

Deidre Anne Newman
B.Sc., LL.B.
Barrister & Solicitor

Family, Criminal, Wills

WCC Hall Rentals
133 Brock St. N
rentals@whitbycolumbusclub.ca
www.whitbycolumbusclub.ca

905-668-6412

Parishioner

2A-119 Consumers Drive
Whitby, Ontario L1IN 1C4

T: 905-665-6360

dnewman@danewmanlaw.com

Get your #Haul on at @

920 Dundas St. W. Whitby ¢§d @joesnofrills920dundaswhitby

Call 1-800-268-2637 for this space

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
WANTED

Liturgical Publications, your weekly bulletin printer has
an opening for a full time Sales Representative.
Base Salary « Commission * Car Allowance * Trave] Expenses
If you have a drive to succeed and are self-motivated,
email your resume to salesrep@parishbulletins.com
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