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903 Giffard Street, Whitby, ON LTN 2S3
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TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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Message from the Pastor

Peace to all of you!

Today we celebrate the Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time.
The First Reading, from the Book of the prophet Isaiah, presents a
poem in which Israel is portrayed as the chosen vineyard of God.
He has taken care of it by digging, cleaning around, and planting a
choice vine. He expected that it will produce good grapes, but it
yielded wild and sour grapes. It represents God'’s care and mercy
for Israel and for us. He has given us so many gifts, He has loved
us so much, but instead of producing good fruits of holiness, we
have yielded fruits of anger, impatience, jealousy, selfishness, and
complaint. God wishes that with this appeal we may be grateful for
his merciful love and that we can bear fruits of love in abundance.
The Second Reading, from the Letter of St. Paul to the Philippians,
offers us an exhortation in which he encourages the community of
Philippi to follow the path of goodness and holiness. He
encourages us to trust in the Lord especially when feel worried or
anxious. Then, God will fill us with an amazing peace, and we will
be able to be calm no matter what painful event comes on our way.
The Gospel, from St. Matthew, brings us the parable of the wicked
tenants of the vineyard. Jesus Christ addresses this parable to the
scribes and pharisees since God expected that they will give fruits
by welcoming God'’s grace into their lives, yet they rejected Him
and remained close to the offer of salvation. It can seem that God
is admonishing us and is angry with us; however, this is a message
of love by which God is asking us with compassion that we open
the doors of our hearts. It is important to recognise that we do not
correspond as we should to God’s mercy, that we act with
selfishness, anger, ungratefulness, but God does not give up on
us. He repays us with mercy, and He gives us a new opportunity to
receive the Kingdom of God in our lives. Let us realize that God's
insistence is a great act of mercy by which he wishes that our
hearts may be totally open to receive Him. Then, we will
experience fulness of life and peace. Let us open the doors of our
hearts to God’s mercy and compassion!

I would like to wish all parishioners a Happy Thanksgiving
weekend! May the Lord fill us with a deep sense of gratitude for all
His blessings and for the many good gifts with which He continually
bestows upon us! When are grateful, our lives are much more
fulfilled!

Thanks to the parish staff and all parishioners for everything that
you do for our parish so that it can be a welcoming and grateful
community!

Fr. Francisco Fernandez, Your servant, and your Pastor

Pope Francis’ Homily for the Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary
Time (October 18, 2017)

This Sunday’s liturgy offers us the parable of the tenants to whom a
landowner lends the vineyard which he has planted, and then goes
away (cf. Mt 21:33-43). This is how the loyalty of these tenants is
tested: the vineyard is entrusted to them, they are to tend it, make it
bear fruit and deliver its harvest to the owner. When the time

comes to harvest the grapes, the landlord sends his servants to
pick the fruit. However, the vineyard tenants assume a possessive
attitude. They do not consider themselves to be simple supervisors,
but rather landowners, and they refuse to hand over the harvest.
They mistreat the servants, to the point of killing them. The
landowner is patient with them. He sends more servants, larger in
number than the previous ones, but the result is the same. In the
end, he patiently decides to send his own Son. But those tenants,
prisoners to their own possessive behaviour, also kill the Son,
reasoning that, in this way, they would have the inheritance.

This narrative allegorically illustrates the reproaches of the
prophets in the story of Israel. It is a history that belongs to us. It is
about the Covenant which God wished to establish with mankind
and in which he also called us to participate. Like any other love
story, this story of the Covenant has its positive moments too, but it
is also marked by betrayal and rejection. In order to make us
understand how God the Father responds to the rejection of his
love and his proposal of an alliance, the Gospel passage puts a
question on the lips of the owner of the vineyard: “When therefore
the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”
(v. 40). This question emphasizes that God’s disappointment at the
wicked behaviour of mankind is not the last word! This is the great
novelty of Christianity: a God who, even though disappointed by
our mistakes and our sins, does not fail to keep his Word, does not
give up and, most of all, does not seek vengeance!

My brothers and sisters, God does not avenge himself. God loves,
he does not avenge himself. He waits for us to forgive us, to
embrace us. Through the “rejected stones” — and Christ is the first
stone that the builders rejected — through situations of weakness
and sin, God continues to circulate “the new wine” of his vineyard,
namely mercy. This is the new wine of the Lord’s vineyard: mercy.
There is only one obstacle to the tenacious and tender will of God:
our arrogance and our conceit which, at times also becomes
violence! Faced with these attitudes where no fruit is produced, the
Word of God retains all its power to reprimand and reproach:
“Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from
you and given to a nation producing the fruits of it” (v. 43).

The urgency of replying with good fruits to the call of the Lord, who
asks us to become his vineyard, helps us understand what is hew
and original about the Christian faith. It is not so much the sum of
precepts and moral norms but rather, it is first and foremost a
proposal of love which God makes through Jesus and continues to
make with mankind. It is an invitation to enter into this love story, by
becoming a lively and open vine, rich in fruits and hope for
everyone. A closed vineyard can become wild and produce wild
grapes. We are called to leave this vineyard to put ourselves at the
service of our brothers and sisters who are not with us, in order to
shake each other and encourage each other, to remind ourselves
that we must be the Lord’s vineyard in every environment, even the
more distant and challenging ones.

Dear brothers and sisters, let us invoke the intercession of the Most
Holy Mary, so that she may help us to be everywhere, in particular
in the peripheries of society, the vineyard that the Lord planted for
the good of all and to bring the new wine of the Lord’s mercy.

The Parish Office is closed on Thanksgiving Monday,
Mass is at 9am.
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Nowrish Caring for the Caregiver

Virtually every one of us will care for a loved one at some time in
our life. Though rewarding, it's not always easy. Nourish for
Caregivers is for anyone juggling the challenges of everyday life,
health, career and caring for an aging parent, spouse, child or
grandparent, in town or at a distance. Nourish provides caregivers
a faith perspective, as well as practical and emotional support,
useful tools, and share experience. Discover the blessings that
come from caring for another.

Meetings continue two Mondays per month - Oct 16, 30, Nov
13, 27, Dec 11

For more information please visit www.NourishForCaregivers.com,
or contact Robert MacLennan, 905-668-3676 or email
stiohntheevangelistwh@archtoronto.org

Public Recitation of the Rosary
noon to 1pm on Saturday, October 14th
Our nation is in great need of public prayer,
repentance and conversion. We ask God to save
Canada through the Rosary of His most Holy Mother.
Please join the Public Square Rosary Crusade at the
corner of Cochrane and Dundas Streets.

CONFIRMATION (GRADE 7)
Registration and Information night
(one parent and candidate to attend)

Tuesday, November 7 at 7:00pm in the Church
(please bring completed registration form, a $40 fee for
program expenses and a photocopy of your child’s
Baptism Certificate)

Any students not in Catholic School must attend Parish
Home Catechism in order to make their sacraments.
Please call the office for more information

Oktolberfest

Dinner & Dance
Saturday October 21, 2023
Knights Hall 133 Brock St N, Whitby
Doors open at 6:30pm
Sausages On Bun - Cash Bar

Dancing to the music of

Die tiblichen Verddchtigen
(he Uouat Suspects)
Tickets $25.00 each

(Reserved table with group purchase of 6 or more tickets)

Contact Chris Leahy
905-706-0720 or cdleahy@gmail.com

Parish Directory

New appointment sessions are available for Tues Oct
10th, Wed Oct 11, Mon Oct 16 from 2:30pm to 8:30pm.
Please schedule your appointment today if you have
not already done so.

Bible Study “When You Pray”
Monday nights Oct 30 — Dec 11
7pm to 8:30pm in the Parish Centre
Prayer is important but we still find it challenging. Perhaps
it’s hard to find time, or you’re unsure what to do when you
pray. Or maybe you feel discouraged by your weaknesses
and your inability to overcome them.

If you have any of these feelings, you are not alone.
Join us for a bible study focussed on prayer.
Authored and presented by Dr. Edward Sri
Registration is required - $35 per person

San Juan Diego Latin Dinner and Dance
Eat, Dance and be Merry!!!
- dust off those dancing shoes!!
San Juan Diego Parish Mission invites you
to the annual Gala Dinner Dance with a Latin Flair!
Date: Saturday Nov. 4, 2023
Location: La Tosca Banquet Hall
- 800 Champlain Ave. Oshawa
Time: 6pm - 1am (dinner 7pm)
DJ (new), Raffle prizes,50/50

@ Masses For The Week

Sat Oct 7 — 5:00pm
40" Wedding Aniversary for Chris & Barb Prior
req. by Christiane Prior

Mon Oct 9 — 9:00am
+Yesu Dass

reg. by Yesu

Tues Oct 10 — 8:20am
+Kevin Dashney
reg. by The Fitzpatrick Family

Wed Oct 11 — 7:00pm
+Rita Attai

req. by Susan Best & Family
+Agnes Schroer

reg. by The LaBarre Family
+Austin Schranz
reg. by Ed Schranz

+James Martin
req. by Maureen White
+Deceased members of the Olmedo Family
req. by America Vasconez
In Thanksgiving Manel Molligoda, 70" Birthday

reqg. by Her Family

Thur Oct 12 — 8:20am
+Kevin Dashney
req. by Gail McMonagle

Fri Oct 13 — 8:20am
+Frances & Herbert Doran
reg. by Alice Deehan
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PRACTICE
Resolving Disputes Respectfully.

J. Thomas Hamer
Barrister and Solicitor
COLLABORATIVE FAMILY LAW
Wills ® Powers of Attorney
Estate Administration
www.collaborativepracticetoronto.com
jthamer@ehpnf.com
105 Consumers Dr., Ste. 524
905-665-0221

COLLABORATIVE LAW

Ib CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

FUNERAL SERVICES

In keeping with your Catholic faith
www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Resurrection Cemetery 905-668-8912

=

Shopping
Locally
Saves Gas

St: Jolwty  Direct: 905-622-3667 | toby@teamfennessey.com
porishioner www.teamfennessey.com | &fi teamfennessey
since 1988

COLIN L. OLDMAN g.com.LLB

555 KINGSTON RD W, 2ND FLOOR AJAX 905-683-2741
LAWSON CLARK & OLDMAN ex. 1955

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION - BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES

Royal Heritage Realty Ltd., Brokerage

3171 LENWORTH DR. #12 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 1-800-268-2637

Funeral Director — Michael Lodge

W.C. Town Funeral Chapel
110 Dundas St. E., Whitby  905-668-3410

THE LIVING
BENEFITS GROUP

lifee disability * critical illness

long term care*health*dental *RRSPs
JIM CORRIGAN

310 Byron St. S. 905.430.7921

Chris Leahy
DURHAM

SECURITY
905-556-1801

Turn your home into a Smart Home!

$50 donated to St. John's for
every new contract.

chris@durhamsecurity.ca

imm vandermeer
a nursery

Durham's destination garden
centre since 1961. Open year-round!

vandermeer n

Stafford Monuments Limited
Granite & Bronze Family & Civic Memorials
Inscriptions & Cemetery Restoration
318 Dundas St. E.  905-668-3552
~ 6 Generations of Service, Quality & Trust ~

e

ONTARIO DUCT CLEANING

Do it for your home
do it for the health of

BARNES MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Family owned and operated since 1863

905.655.3662
5295 Thickson Rd. N., Whitby
(1 minute North of Taunton on Thickson)

your family.

For a FREE No Obligation
phone estimate, call:

905-433-5000

nursery.com
T

ROYAL LEPAGE
A {11 AR
FRANK REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE

Mary-Louise LaBarre

Sales Representative / Parishioner
Cel 905.718.6367
Bus 905.666.1333

1.866.273.1333
mlabarre@sympatico.ca

905.767.2748

MORTGAGE INTELLIGENCE

@ Brokerage #10428

caroline.anderson@migroup.ca

B:905-665-2500
C:289-939-3600

Service in Spanish & English

EdithLosadaRealty@gmail.com

OUSSE AUS \\ Don't leave our Opﬁcal Group Inc.
erim\zlp SStII;j a::lertiserst “‘“f“'"“(: Dr. Constance Odiase, 0.0, THE PERFECT ST(E\R'EII;TISE
ary ease patronize an YOUR BUSINESS!
g |, oot st
Shbsalludc support Glasses * Sunglasses
Your advertisers mak
Remember... thisbuleti ossoe Contact Lenses ; _
Let our advertisers EAT LOCAL 107 Kent St, Whitby = ' : . i
know you saw SHOP LOCAL 905-665-0522 TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE (ALL
their ad here. ENJOY LOCAL www.opticalgroup.ca 1-800-268-2637
For all your mortgage needs! .
RIGHT &
aroline HOME NOFRILLS
Anderson|  EDITH LOSADA
Mortgage Agent Realtor®/Parishioner 920 Dundas Street West, Whitby

DR. J. D'SOUZA
FAMILY DENTIST
New Patients Welcome
185 Brock St. N. (at Mary)
905-430-0118

WCC Hall Rentals
133 Brock St. N
rentals@whitbycolumbusclub.ca
www.whitbycolumbusclub.ca

905-668-6412

Deidre Anne Newman
B.Sc., LL.B.
Barrister & Solicitor
Family, Criminal, Wills
Parishioner

2A-119 Consumers Drive
Whitby, Ontario L1IN 1C4

T: 905-665-6360

dnewman@danewmanlaw.com

ARE YOU LOOKING
FOR A NEW DENTIST?

WE'RE NOW OPEN | HABLAMOS ESPARNOL

Dier 1:;19

Wity

Call Us & Book Now!
&, (+1)905-430-9623

@ www.corymadental.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
WANTED

Liturgical Publications, your weekly bulletin printer has
an opening for a full time Sales Representative.
Base Salary « Commission * Car Allowance * Trave] Expenses
If you have a drive to succeed and are self-motivated,

email your resume to salesrep@parishbulletins.com
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