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WCC Hall Rentals
133 Brock St. N.

rentals@whitbycolumbusclub.ca
www.whitbycolumbusclub.ca

905-668-6412

SUNDAY LITURGY — Saturday 5:00 p.m.
 Sunday 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
SPANISH MASS —  Sunday 2:00 p.m.
WEEKDAY MASSES — Monday,Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:20 a.m.
 Wednesday (Rosary at 6:30 p.m.)   7:00 p.m. (OLPH Devotions)

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION — Saturday 4:00 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.  By appointment any time.

PARISH REGISTRATION — All parishioners especially those who live outside our parish boundaries are expected to 
complete a Parish Registration form and use Sunday Offertory Envelopes. This will greatly assist the Parish Team when 
parishioners request sacraments, funerals or letters of reference.

N.B. — When parishioners move you are asked to notify the parish office.

INFANT BAPTISMS — Two Sudays per month at 4:00 p.m. Contact the parish office at least two months in advance of the 
birth of their child. Parents are obliged to participate in our baptismal preparation program. 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE — The Archdiocese of Toronto requires that you contact your parish priest at least one year 
in advance of the planned date of your wedding and that you participate in a marriage preparation course.

PARISH HOME CATECHISM PROGRAM — Children attending public, private or alternative school are required to 
participate in this program from grade 1 - 7 in order to prepare to receive the sacraments.

VISITATION OF THE SICK — Please notify the Rectory when a member of your family is in the hospital.

BULLETIN DEADLINE — Monday 9:00 a.m. in writing or by e-mail.

Pastoral Council Fr. Francisco Fernandez 905-668-3676
Finance Council Paul D’Aurelio 905-665-3056

Christian Initiation of Adults - RCIA Christine Hannon 905-444-9913
Baptism Fr. Francisco  905-668-3676
First Reconciliation & First Eucharist Preparation Mrs. Kristine Blyth 905-668-3676
Confirmation Preparation Mrs. Kristine Blyth 905-668-3676
Parish Home Catechism Program Lorraine Thomas  905-409-1743

Altar Servers Cassandra Sullivan  905-668-3676
Auxiliary Ministers of Communion Fred Shady 905-668-1081
Choir Eileen McGowan 905-668-0959
Feed the Hungry Paula Campbell 905-668-2293
Home Communion Clark Weddell 905-434-8121
Lay Pastoral Visitation Iris McNulty 905-668-3218
Lectors Deidre Newman 905-665-6360
Liturgy of the Word with Children (JK-Gr.2) Sun. 9:00 a.m. Mass Phyllis Pereira 905-665-5917
Ministers of Consolation Anne Marie Yaraskavitch 905-666-3860
Neocatechumenal Way Gail Stewart 905-668-3676
Parish Prayer Group Klara Bari 905-668-9579
Ushers Sharon Weslake 905-668-4817

Catholic Women's League                                           Lynne Childerhouse 905-431-6582
Development & Peace (CCODP) Estela Rios 905-430-7753
Knights of Columbus #4895 John Stafford 905-809-1731
St. Vincent de Paul Society - Help Line  905-430-6734

Catholic Cemeteries  905-668-8912
Catholic Family Services Oshawa 905-725-3513 Ajax   905-428-1984
Rose of Durham (Young Parent Support Services) 1-800-241-3534 or   905-432-3622

St. John the Evangelist School         905-668-4011 St. Marguerite d'Youville School 905-666-9301
1103 Giffard St., Whitby  L1N 2S3 250 Michael Blvd., Whitby  L1N 6B1
St. Luke the Evangelist School         905-665-5828 All Saints Catholic Secondary School 905-666-7753
55 Twin Streams Road, Whitby  L1P 1N9 3001 Country Lane, Whitby  L1P 1M1

Durham Catholic District School Board                905-576-6150                www.dcdsb.ca

ROUSSE AU'S
                  Fine Furniture & Interior Design Since 1929
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DR. J. D'SOUZA
FAMILY DENTIST

New Patients Welcome
185 Brock St. N. (at Mary)

905-430-0118

THE LIVINGTHE LIVING
BENEFITS GROUPBENEFITS GROUP

life�disability�critical illness
long term care�health�dental�RRSPs

JIM CORRIGAN
310 Byron St. S.  905.430.7921

J. Thomas Hamer
Barrister and Solicitor

COLLABORATIVE FAMILY LAW
Wills � Powers of Attorney

Estate Administration
www.collaborativepracticetoronto.com

jthamer@ehpnf.com
105 Consumers Dr., Ste. 524

905-665-0221

C OLLA BORATIVE LAW
PRACTICE

Resolving Disputes Respectfully.
St. John the Evangelist Church

Stafford Monuments Limited
Granite & Bronze Family & Civic Memorials

Inscriptions & Cemetery Restoration
318 Dundas St. E.     905-668-3552

~ 6 Generations of Service, Quality & Trust ~

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Mon – Fri  9 a.m. - 12 noon
1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Evening Reception
Tues & Wed.
5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

EUCHARISTIC HOLY HOUR
On first Friday of each month
following morning mass.

903 Giffard Street, Whitby, Ontario   L1N 2S3
Rectory Office: Ph:905-668-3676
email: stjohntheevangelistwh@archtoronto.org
website: www.stjohntheevangelistwh.archtoronto.org/

COLIN L. OLDMAN B.Com. LL.B

555 KINGSTON RD W, 2ND FLOOR AJAX   905-683-2741

LAWSON CLARK & OLDMAN Est. 1955

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION - BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES

Do it for your home
do it for the health of

your family.
For a FREE No Obligation

phone estimate, call:

905-433-5000

Turn your home into a Smart Home!

$50 donated to St. John's for 
every new contract.

chris@durhamsecurity.ca

SPOT

SPOT

216 Mary St. E.
905.668.3483

www.rousseaus.ca

FRANK REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE

Mary-Louise LaBarre
Sales Representative / Parishioner

Cel   905.718.6367
Bus  905.666.1333

1.866.273.1333
mlabarre@sympatico.ca

In keeping with your Catholic faith

www.catholic-cemeteries.com

Resurrection Cemetery   905-668-8912

Deidre Anne Newman
B.Sc., LL.B.

Barrister & Solicitor
Family, Criminal, Wills

Parishioner
2A-119 Consumers Drive
Whitby, Ontario  L1N 1C4

T:  905-665-6360
dnewman@danewmanlaw.com

Optical Group Inc.
Dr. Constance Odiase, O.D.

One Stop Shop
Complete Family Eye Care

Glasses • Sunglasses
Contact Lenses

107 Kent St, Whitby
905-665-0522

www.opticalgroup.ca

SPOT

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
1-800-268-2637

THE PERFECT
TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS!

SPOTSPOT

For all your mortgage needs!

Caroline
Anderson
Mortgage Agent

905.767.2748

Brokerage #10428

caroline.anderson@migroup.ca

St. John's
parishioner
since 1988

Direct:  905-622-3667  |   toby@teamfennessey.com

www.teamfennessey.com  |           teamfennessey
                                                                         Royal Heritage Realty Ltd., Brokerage

Chris Leahy

D U R H A M
SECURITY

905-556-1801

Remember...
Let our advertisers
know you saw
their ad here.

Shop LOCAL • Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL • Enjoy LOCAL

Family owned and operated since 1863
905.655.3662

5295 Thickson Rd. N., Whitby
(1 minute North of Taunton on Thickson)

BARNES MEMORIAL

FUNERAL HOME

Shopping
Locally

Saves Gas

EDITH LOSADA
Realtor®/Parishioner

Service in Spanish & English
B: 905-665-2500
C: 289-939-3600

EdithLosadaRealty@gmail.com

Liturgical Publications, your weekly bulletin printer has
an opening for a full time Sales Representative.

Base Salary • Commission • Car Allowance • Travel Expenses
If you have a drive to succeed and are self-motivated,
email your resume to salesrep@parishbulletins.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
WANTED

Don't leave  our
advertisers HHANANGINGING!

Please patronize and
tell them that you

appreciate their 
support

Your advertisers make
this bulletin possible

EAT LOCLOCAL
SHOP LOCLOCAL

ENJOY LOCLOCAL

HABLAMOS ESPAÑOL | CALL NOW!
905-430-9623

www.corymadental.com
220 Dundas St. West, Whitby

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A NEW DENTIST?

Pastoral Team
Rev. Francisco Fernandez Siles Pastor
Rev. Edwin Logroño  In Residence
Mrs. Kristine Blyth   Lay Pastoral Asst.
Mrs. Vicki Morgan   Secretary
Ms. Cassandra Sullivan   Youth Ministry

Support Staff
Mr. Francisco Perez Caretaker
Mrs. Sue McGee  Bookkeeper
Mrs. Gail Stewart  Cook/Housekeeper



 NOVEMBER 12, 2023 
     

Music Director 
St John the Evangelist Parish is seeking a 
faith-filled, qualified, experienced Catholic 
musician to become Parish Music Director. 
Potential candidates will have: 
· a minimum of Grade 9 piano/organ 
Conservatory training or the equivalent 
· proven vocal and keyboard performance 
experience 
· teaching and conducting ability 
· familiarity with Church documents pertaining 
to music and liturgy a spirit of service 
· excellent communication skills 
· full availability to co-ordinate and lead our 
music ministry team 
For a full position description, details, or to 
apply, please contact the Parish Office. We 
appreciate all who take the time to submit a 
resumé, but only selected applicants will be 
contacted for an interview and audition. 
Email: 
stjohntheevangelistwh@archtoronto.org 

 
 
Thank you for winter coats! 
 
We received an email of thanks from 
the recipients of the winter coats. 
“I wish to send you a word of 
gratitude from all the people who 
received the warm jackets for winter. 
The support you gave us was 
overwhelming and all the people who 
were on the list for the men received 
a jacket. Even some newer people 
who joined later also received.” 
May God bless you!  
 

Book of Life 
 The month of 
November is 

traditionally known as the month of 
the Holy Souls, having at its’ 
beginning, the two great feasts - All 
Saints and All Souls. To 
commemorate your faithful departed 
family and friends, you are invited to 
submit a page for the “Book of Life.” 
This page should be 8 ½” by 11" and 
fit into a standard 3-ring binder. On it 
you may type or print the names of 
whomever you would like to have 
remembered in a special way at all 
our parish Masses during November. 
You may decorate your “Family 
Page” in whatever way you wish, as 
long as it fits the above requirements. 

This “Book of Life” will be left in the 
sanctuary during November to remind 
us to pray, at church and at home for 
our loved ones. Please note previous 
years of pages are included already.  

Donation envelopes for All Souls 
are available to write the names of 
those you wish to be prayed for on 
every Wednesday in November at 
7:00pm. 

Please include your name and 
address for tax receipt purposes. 

�

 
Sat Nov 11– 5:00pm 

Int. for Joji Dijamco 
req. by Jose & Elsie Camacho 

  
Mon Nov 13 – 8:20am  

+Riel & Vermitte Families 
req. by Pat Milburn 

 
Tues Nov 14 – 8:20am   
+Giovanni, Rita & Giuseppina Beltrano 

req. by Anna & Natale Ciardullo 
 
Wed Nov 15 – 7:00pm 

Intentions for All Souls 
+Attilio & Rosa Cannella 

req. by Tony & Rosa Cannella 
+Eleanor O’Connor 

req. by Mary Louise LaBarre & Ken Reilly 
& Family 

+All Souls in Purgatory 
req. by Joe & Joy Broderick 

+Agnes Galvin 
req. by Brid Rooney 

+Yesudass 
req. by Family 

 
Thur Nov 16 – 8:20am  

+Humberto Schenflege 
req. by His Family 

 
Fri Nov 17 – 8:20am 

+Brian McMonagle 
req. by Gail McMonagle 

 
 
 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Memorial Mass 

Thursday November 16th at 7pm, 
in the Church. 

 
 
 

CHRISTMAS VENDOR FAIR 
Your CWL is sponsoring a Vendor 
Fair on Saturday, November 25th in 
the parish centre 9am – 3pm.  We 
still have spaces for vendors.  If you 
are interested in participating, please 
contact Lynne Childerhouse at 905-
431-6582 or 
lchilderhouse@hotmail.com.  We 
hope parishioners will come by for 
their shopping opportunities.  
Proceeds from our Vendor Fair are 
used to support our charitable 
donations. 
 
Christmas Youth Choir 2023!  
Young singers age 7 and up are 
invited to help lead our parish in 
song at the Christmas Eve 
Family Mass at 6:00pm. The 
rehearsals will be on Saturdays 
from 2:30pm to 4:00pm, 
beginning on November 25th in 
the Parish Centre (Room 2). For 
more information, please contact 
Cassandra Sullivan 
cass.sullivan@archtoronto.org.  
 

CHRISTMAS GIVING – 
2023 

The Society of Saint Vincent 
de Paul will be assisting our neighbours in 
need at Christmas.   As with previous 
years, gift cards will be distributed.   To 
support this endeavour, we are 
requesting your support with either cash 
or cheque donations.   The Society 
provides tax receipts for cash or 
cheque donations. Donations of gift 
cards are also gratefully accepted, 
however, unfortunately we are not able to 
provide receipts for gift cards.  During the 
month of November, please use the 
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul 
envelopes which are available on the 
back counter in the Church.   We will use 
your generous donations to purchase gift 
cards,and will distribute them to our 
neighbours in need in early December.   It 
would be very helpful if we received your 
donation by November 30th, 2023. Thank 
you for your generous support. 

 

The 2023-24 Sunday Missals are $5.00 
each and available at the back of the 
church. Please recycle your old Missal 
at home. 

 TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
     
Message from the Pastor 

Peace to all of you! 

Today we celebrate the Thirty-Second 
Sunday in Ordinary Time. The First 
Reading, from the Book of Wisdom, 
presents a beautiful passage on the 
importance of God’s wisdom in everyday 
life. Many times, we think that we must 
search for God and to take time to find 
Him. We need to do so many deeds to 
feel His presence. However, this reading 
shows us that God is the one who takes 
the initiative, and He is the first who 
searches for us so that we may enter into 
relationship with Him and find peace. It is 
very important to realize that our personal 
relationship with Christ is a very important 
hinge in our lives. It is from this 
relationship that we gain strength and 
help in our every day lives. The Second 
Reading, from the First Letter of St. Paul 
to the Thessalonians, gives us a passage 
in which the apostle talks about the 
resurrection of the dead. During this 
month of November, we remember our 
deceased brothers and sisters and we 
take more time to think about death. St. 
Paul wants to give us hope by assuring 
us that we are called to share in the 
resurrection of Christ, and we have 
redeemed to inherit Eternal Life. It is 
important that we focus on our faith 
because in front of death we all feel 
afraid, and it is difficult to believe in life 
after death. The resurrection of Christ 
assures us that it is stronger than death, 
sickness and our own fears and doubts. 
In our every day lives we can already 
have a foretaste of the Resurrection when 
we experience how God helps us and 
take us out of difficult situations. The 
Gospel, from St. Matthew, brings us the 
parable of the ten wedding bridesmaids. 
The main point of this parable is to be 
watchful and vigilant so that when Christ 
comes, we can be ready to receive Him. It 
does bring us hope because the meeting 
with Christ in our lives is very important. 
We can be distracted or worried with so 
many things. Christ wants to help us to 
focus on Him and make prayer a daily 
habit. When we rely in Christ, unexpected 
events in our lives do not take away 
peace from us. Instead, we can face any 
situation at peace. Let us ask the Lord to 
fill us with hope so that we can welcome 
the Lord when He comes to give us life to 
the fullest! 

Fr. Francisco Fernandez, Your servant, 
and your Pastor 

Pope Francis’ Homily for the Thirty-Second 
Sunday in Ordinary Time (November 5, 2017) 

This Sunday’s Gospel passage (Mt 25:1-13) 
invites us to prolong the reflection on eternal 
life that we began on the occasion of the Feast 
of All Saints and the Commemoration of the 
Faithful Departed. Jesus recounts the parable 
of the ten virgins invited to a wedding feast, 
symbol of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

In Jesus' time it was customary for weddings to 
be celebrated at night; so the procession of 
guests took place with lit lamps. Some 
bridesmaids are foolish: they take their lamps 
but do not take oil with them; instead, the wise 
ones take the oil with them together with their 
lamps. The bridegroom is late, late in coming, 
and they all fall asleep. When a voice alerts 
them that the bridegroom is about to arrive, the 
foolish ones, at that moment, realise that they 
do not have oil for their lamps; they ask the 
wise ones for some, but they reply that they 
cannot give any oil, because there would not 
be enough for them all. While the foolish 
virgins go to buy oil, the bridegroom arrives. 
The 

wise virgins enter the banquet hall with him, 
and the door is closed. The others arrive too 
late and are turned away. 

It is clear that with this parable, Jesus wants to 
tell us that we must be prepared for His 
coming. Not only the final coming, but also for 
the everyday encounters, great and small, with 
a view to that encounter, for which the lamp of 
faith is not enough; we also need the oil of 
charity and good works. As the apostle Paul 
says, the faith that truly unites us to Jesus is, 
“faith working through love” (Gal 5:6). It is what 
is represented by the behaviour of the wise 
virgins. Being wise and prudent means not 
waiting until the last moment to correspond to 
God’s grace, but to do so actively and 
immediately, starting right now. “I… yes, I will 
convert soon”… “Convert today! Change your 
life today!” “Yes, yes, tomorrow”. And the same 
thing is said tomorrow, and so it never arrives. 
Today! If we want to be ready for the final 
encounter with the Lord, we must cooperate 
with Him now and perform good deeds inspired 
by His love. 

We know that it happens that, unfortunately, 
we forget the purpose of our life, that is, the 
definitive appointment with God, thus losing the 
sense of expectation and making the present 
absolute. When one makes the present 
absolute, he or she looks only to the present, 
losing the sense of expectation, which is so 
good, and so necessary, and also pulls us 
away from the contradictions of the moment. 
This attitude - when one loses the sense of 
expectation - precludes any view of the 
hereafter: people do everything as if we they 
will never depart for the other life. And so 
people care only about possessing, of going 
about, establishing themselves… And more 
and more. If we allow ourselves to be guided 
by what seems most attractive to us, of what 
we like, by the search for our interests, our life 
becomes sterile; we do not accumulate any 
reserve of oil for our lamp, and it will be 
extinguished before the Lord’s coming. We 
must live today, but a today that goes towards 
tomorrow, towards that coming, a present full 

of hope. If, on the other hand, we are vigilant 
and correspond to God’s grace by doing good, 
we can serenely await the bridegroom’s 
coming. The Lord will be able to come even 
while we are sleeping: this will not worry us, 
because we have the reserve of oil 
accumulated through our daily good works, 
accumulated with that expectation of the Lord, 
that He may come as soon as possible and 
that He may come to take us with Him. 

Let us invoke the intercession of Mary Most 
Holy, that she may help us to live an active 
faith, as she did: it is the shining lamp with 
which we can pass through the night beyond 
death and reach the great feast of life. 
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BUNDLE�SUNDAY�IS�
TODAY!�
Thank�you�for�your�support�

 
Shepherds’ Trust Collection 

November 18/19, 2023 
The mission of the Shepherds’ Trust 
is to raise awareness and collect 
funds so the elderly priests are 
provided with sufficient financial 
resources to lead a dignified life after 
man years of ministry. The Trust 
supports the needs of retired clergy in 
the Archdiocese of Toronto who have 
served for many years. Through our 
support of the Shepherds’ Trust, the 
retired priests are given the dignity of 
adequate pensions, health care and 
other assistance in their golden 
years.  www.shepherdstrust.org 
 
Nourish Caring for the Caregiver 
Meetings continue two Mondays per 
month - Nov 13, 27, Dec 11 at 7:30pm 
For more information please visit 
www.NourishForCaregivers.com, or 
contact Robert MacLennan, 905-668-
3676 or email 
stjohntheevangelistwh@archtoronto.org 
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Music Director 
St John the Evangelist Parish is seeking a 
faith-filled, qualified, experienced Catholic 
musician to become Parish Music Director. 
Potential candidates will have: 
· a minimum of Grade 9 piano/organ 
Conservatory training or the equivalent 
· proven vocal and keyboard performance 
experience 
· teaching and conducting ability 
· familiarity with Church documents pertaining 
to music and liturgy a spirit of service 
· excellent communication skills 
· full availability to co-ordinate and lead our 
music ministry team 
For a full position description, details, or to 
apply, please contact the Parish Office. We 
appreciate all who take the time to submit a 
resumé, but only selected applicants will be 
contacted for an interview and audition. 
Email: 
stjohntheevangelistwh@archtoronto.org 

 
 
Thank you for winter coats! 
 
We received an email of thanks from 
the recipients of the winter coats. 
“I wish to send you a word of 
gratitude from all the people who 
received the warm jackets for winter. 
The support you gave us was 
overwhelming and all the people who 
were on the list for the men received 
a jacket. Even some newer people 
who joined later also received.” 
May God bless you!  
 

Book of Life 
 The month of 
November is 

traditionally known as the month of 
the Holy Souls, having at its’ 
beginning, the two great feasts - All 
Saints and All Souls. To 
commemorate your faithful departed 
family and friends, you are invited to 
submit a page for the “Book of Life.” 
This page should be 8 ½” by 11" and 
fit into a standard 3-ring binder. On it 
you may type or print the names of 
whomever you would like to have 
remembered in a special way at all 
our parish Masses during November. 
You may decorate your “Family 
Page” in whatever way you wish, as 
long as it fits the above requirements. 

This “Book of Life” will be left in the 
sanctuary during November to remind 
us to pray, at church and at home for 
our loved ones. Please note previous 
years of pages are included already.  

Donation envelopes for All Souls 
are available to write the names of 
those you wish to be prayed for on 
every Wednesday in November at 
7:00pm. 

Please include your name and 
address for tax receipt purposes. 
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Intentions for All Souls 
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Knights of Columbus 
Memorial Mass 

Thursday November 16th at 7pm, 
in the Church. 

 
 
 

CHRISTMAS VENDOR FAIR 
Your CWL is sponsoring a Vendor 
Fair on Saturday, November 25th in 
the parish centre 9am – 3pm.  We 
still have spaces for vendors.  If you 
are interested in participating, please 
contact Lynne Childerhouse at 905-
431-6582 or 
lchilderhouse@hotmail.com.  We 
hope parishioners will come by for 
their shopping opportunities.  
Proceeds from our Vendor Fair are 
used to support our charitable 
donations. 
 
Christmas Youth Choir 2023!  
Young singers age 7 and up are 
invited to help lead our parish in 
song at the Christmas Eve 
Family Mass at 6:00pm. The 
rehearsals will be on Saturdays 
from 2:30pm to 4:00pm, 
beginning on November 25th in 
the Parish Centre (Room 2). For 
more information, please contact 
Cassandra Sullivan 
cass.sullivan@archtoronto.org.  
 

CHRISTMAS GIVING – 
2023 

The Society of Saint Vincent 
de Paul will be assisting our neighbours in 
need at Christmas.   As with previous 
years, gift cards will be distributed.   To 
support this endeavour, we are 
requesting your support with either cash 
or cheque donations.   The Society 
provides tax receipts for cash or 
cheque donations. Donations of gift 
cards are also gratefully accepted, 
however, unfortunately we are not able to 
provide receipts for gift cards.  During the 
month of November, please use the 
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul 
envelopes which are available on the 
back counter in the Church.   We will use 
your generous donations to purchase gift 
cards,and will distribute them to our 
neighbours in need in early December.   It 
would be very helpful if we received your 
donation by November 30th, 2023. Thank 
you for your generous support. 

 

The 2023-24 Sunday Missals are $5.00 
each and available at the back of the 
church. Please recycle your old Missal 
at home. 
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Message from the Pastor 

Peace to all of you! 

Today we celebrate the Thirty-Second 
Sunday in Ordinary Time. The First 
Reading, from the Book of Wisdom, 
presents a beautiful passage on the 
importance of God’s wisdom in everyday 
life. Many times, we think that we must 
search for God and to take time to find 
Him. We need to do so many deeds to 
feel His presence. However, this reading 
shows us that God is the one who takes 
the initiative, and He is the first who 
searches for us so that we may enter into 
relationship with Him and find peace. It is 
very important to realize that our personal 
relationship with Christ is a very important 
hinge in our lives. It is from this 
relationship that we gain strength and 
help in our every day lives. The Second 
Reading, from the First Letter of St. Paul 
to the Thessalonians, gives us a passage 
in which the apostle talks about the 
resurrection of the dead. During this 
month of November, we remember our 
deceased brothers and sisters and we 
take more time to think about death. St. 
Paul wants to give us hope by assuring 
us that we are called to share in the 
resurrection of Christ, and we have 
redeemed to inherit Eternal Life. It is 
important that we focus on our faith 
because in front of death we all feel 
afraid, and it is difficult to believe in life 
after death. The resurrection of Christ 
assures us that it is stronger than death, 
sickness and our own fears and doubts. 
In our every day lives we can already 
have a foretaste of the Resurrection when 
we experience how God helps us and 
take us out of difficult situations. The 
Gospel, from St. Matthew, brings us the 
parable of the ten wedding bridesmaids. 
The main point of this parable is to be 
watchful and vigilant so that when Christ 
comes, we can be ready to receive Him. It 
does bring us hope because the meeting 
with Christ in our lives is very important. 
We can be distracted or worried with so 
many things. Christ wants to help us to 
focus on Him and make prayer a daily 
habit. When we rely in Christ, unexpected 
events in our lives do not take away 
peace from us. Instead, we can face any 
situation at peace. Let us ask the Lord to 
fill us with hope so that we can welcome 
the Lord when He comes to give us life to 
the fullest! 

Fr. Francisco Fernandez, Your servant, 
and your Pastor 

Pope Francis’ Homily for the Thirty-Second 
Sunday in Ordinary Time (November 5, 2017) 

This Sunday’s Gospel passage (Mt 25:1-13) 
invites us to prolong the reflection on eternal 
life that we began on the occasion of the Feast 
of All Saints and the Commemoration of the 
Faithful Departed. Jesus recounts the parable 
of the ten virgins invited to a wedding feast, 
symbol of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

In Jesus' time it was customary for weddings to 
be celebrated at night; so the procession of 
guests took place with lit lamps. Some 
bridesmaids are foolish: they take their lamps 
but do not take oil with them; instead, the wise 
ones take the oil with them together with their 
lamps. The bridegroom is late, late in coming, 
and they all fall asleep. When a voice alerts 
them that the bridegroom is about to arrive, the 
foolish ones, at that moment, realise that they 
do not have oil for their lamps; they ask the 
wise ones for some, but they reply that they 
cannot give any oil, because there would not 
be enough for them all. While the foolish 
virgins go to buy oil, the bridegroom arrives. 
The 

wise virgins enter the banquet hall with him, 
and the door is closed. The others arrive too 
late and are turned away. 

It is clear that with this parable, Jesus wants to 
tell us that we must be prepared for His 
coming. Not only the final coming, but also for 
the everyday encounters, great and small, with 
a view to that encounter, for which the lamp of 
faith is not enough; we also need the oil of 
charity and good works. As the apostle Paul 
says, the faith that truly unites us to Jesus is, 
“faith working through love” (Gal 5:6). It is what 
is represented by the behaviour of the wise 
virgins. Being wise and prudent means not 
waiting until the last moment to correspond to 
God’s grace, but to do so actively and 
immediately, starting right now. “I… yes, I will 
convert soon”… “Convert today! Change your 
life today!” “Yes, yes, tomorrow”. And the same 
thing is said tomorrow, and so it never arrives. 
Today! If we want to be ready for the final 
encounter with the Lord, we must cooperate 
with Him now and perform good deeds inspired 
by His love. 

We know that it happens that, unfortunately, 
we forget the purpose of our life, that is, the 
definitive appointment with God, thus losing the 
sense of expectation and making the present 
absolute. When one makes the present 
absolute, he or she looks only to the present, 
losing the sense of expectation, which is so 
good, and so necessary, and also pulls us 
away from the contradictions of the moment. 
This attitude - when one loses the sense of 
expectation - precludes any view of the 
hereafter: people do everything as if we they 
will never depart for the other life. And so 
people care only about possessing, of going 
about, establishing themselves… And more 
and more. If we allow ourselves to be guided 
by what seems most attractive to us, of what 
we like, by the search for our interests, our life 
becomes sterile; we do not accumulate any 
reserve of oil for our lamp, and it will be 
extinguished before the Lord’s coming. We 
must live today, but a today that goes towards 
tomorrow, towards that coming, a present full 

of hope. If, on the other hand, we are vigilant 
and correspond to God’s grace by doing good, 
we can serenely await the bridegroom’s 
coming. The Lord will be able to come even 
while we are sleeping: this will not worry us, 
because we have the reserve of oil 
accumulated through our daily good works, 
accumulated with that expectation of the Lord, 
that He may come as soon as possible and 
that He may come to take us with Him. 

Let us invoke the intercession of Mary Most 
Holy, that she may help us to live an active 
faith, as she did: it is the shining lamp with 
which we can pass through the night beyond 
death and reach the great feast of life. 
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BUNDLE�SUNDAY�IS�
TODAY!�
Thank�you�for�your�support�

 
Shepherds’ Trust Collection 

November 18/19, 2023 
The mission of the Shepherds’ Trust 
is to raise awareness and collect 
funds so the elderly priests are 
provided with sufficient financial 
resources to lead a dignified life after 
man years of ministry. The Trust 
supports the needs of retired clergy in 
the Archdiocese of Toronto who have 
served for many years. Through our 
support of the Shepherds’ Trust, the 
retired priests are given the dignity of 
adequate pensions, health care and 
other assistance in their golden 
years.  www.shepherdstrust.org 
 
Nourish Caring for the Caregiver 
Meetings continue two Mondays per 
month - Nov 13, 27, Dec 11 at 7:30pm 
For more information please visit 
www.NourishForCaregivers.com, or 
contact Robert MacLennan, 905-668-
3676 or email 
stjohntheevangelistwh@archtoronto.org 
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Funeral Director – Michael Lodge

W.C. Town Funeral Chapel
110 Dundas St. E., Whitby    905-668-3410
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WCC Hall Rentals
133 Brock St. N.

rentals@whitbycolumbusclub.ca
www.whitbycolumbusclub.ca

905-668-6412

SUNDAY LITURGY — Saturday 5:00 p.m.
 Sunday 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
SPANISH MASS —  Sunday 2:00 p.m.
WEEKDAY MASSES — Monday,Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:20 a.m.
 Wednesday (Rosary at 6:30 p.m.)   7:00 p.m. (OLPH Devotions)

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION — Saturday 4:00 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.  By appointment any time.

PARISH REGISTRATION — All parishioners especially those who live outside our parish boundaries are expected to 
complete a Parish Registration form and use Sunday Offertory Envelopes. This will greatly assist the Parish Team when 
parishioners request sacraments, funerals or letters of reference.

N.B. — When parishioners move you are asked to notify the parish office.

INFANT BAPTISMS — Two Sudays per month at 4:00 p.m. Contact the parish office at least two months in advance of the 
birth of their child. Parents are obliged to participate in our baptismal preparation program. 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE — The Archdiocese of Toronto requires that you contact your parish priest at least one year 
in advance of the planned date of your wedding and that you participate in a marriage preparation course.

PARISH HOME CATECHISM PROGRAM — Children attending public, private or alternative school are required to 
participate in this program from grade 1 - 7 in order to prepare to receive the sacraments.

VISITATION OF THE SICK — Please notify the Rectory when a member of your family is in the hospital.

BULLETIN DEADLINE — Monday 9:00 a.m. in writing or by e-mail.

Pastoral Council Fr. Francisco Fernandez 905-668-3676
Finance Council Paul D’Aurelio 905-665-3056

Christian Initiation of Adults - RCIA Christine Hannon 905-444-9913
Baptism Fr. Francisco  905-668-3676
First Reconciliation & First Eucharist Preparation Mrs. Kristine Blyth 905-668-3676
Confirmation Preparation Mrs. Kristine Blyth 905-668-3676
Parish Home Catechism Program Lorraine Thomas  905-409-1743

Altar Servers Cassandra Sullivan  905-668-3676
Auxiliary Ministers of Communion Fred Shady 905-668-1081
Choir Eileen McGowan 905-668-0959
Feed the Hungry Paula Campbell 905-668-2293
Home Communion Clark Weddell 905-434-8121
Lay Pastoral Visitation Iris McNulty 905-668-3218
Lectors Deidre Newman 905-665-6360
Liturgy of the Word with Children (JK-Gr.2) Sun. 9:00 a.m. Mass Phyllis Pereira 905-665-5917
Ministers of Consolation Anne Marie Yaraskavitch 905-666-3860
Neocatechumenal Way Gail Stewart 905-668-3676
Parish Prayer Group Klara Bari 905-668-9579
Ushers Sharon Weslake 905-668-4817

Catholic Women's League                                           Lynne Childerhouse 905-431-6582
Development & Peace (CCODP) Estela Rios 905-430-7753
Knights of Columbus #4895 John Stafford 905-809-1731
St. Vincent de Paul Society - Help Line  905-430-6734

Catholic Cemeteries  905-668-8912
Catholic Family Services Oshawa 905-725-3513 Ajax   905-428-1984
Rose of Durham (Young Parent Support Services) 1-800-241-3534 or   905-432-3622

St. John the Evangelist School         905-668-4011 St. Marguerite d'Youville School 905-666-9301
1103 Giffard St., Whitby  L1N 2S3 250 Michael Blvd., Whitby  L1N 6B1
St. Luke the Evangelist School         905-665-5828 All Saints Catholic Secondary School 905-666-7753
55 Twin Streams Road, Whitby  L1P 1N9 3001 Country Lane, Whitby  L1P 1M1

Durham Catholic District School Board                905-576-6150                www.dcdsb.ca

ROUSSE AU'S
                  Fine Furniture & Interior Design Since 1929
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DR. J. D'SOUZA
FAMILY DENTIST

New Patients Welcome
185 Brock St. N. (at Mary)

905-430-0118

THE LIVINGTHE LIVING
BENEFITS GROUPBENEFITS GROUP

life�disability�critical illness
long term care�health�dental�RRSPs

JIM CORRIGAN
310 Byron St. S.  905.430.7921

J. Thomas Hamer
Barrister and Solicitor

COLLABORATIVE FAMILY LAW
Wills � Powers of Attorney

Estate Administration
www.collaborativepracticetoronto.com

jthamer@ehpnf.com
105 Consumers Dr., Ste. 524

905-665-0221

C OLLA BORATIVE LAW
PRACTICE

Resolving Disputes Respectfully.
St. John the Evangelist Church

Stafford Monuments Limited
Granite & Bronze Family & Civic Memorials

Inscriptions & Cemetery Restoration
318 Dundas St. E.     905-668-3552

~ 6 Generations of Service, Quality & Trust ~

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Mon – Fri  9 a.m. - 12 noon
1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Evening Reception
Tues & Wed.
5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

EUCHARISTIC HOLY HOUR
On first Friday of each month
following morning mass.

903 Giffard Street, Whitby, Ontario   L1N 2S3
Rectory Office: Ph:905-668-3676
email: stjohntheevangelistwh@archtoronto.org
website: www.stjohntheevangelistwh.archtoronto.org/

COLIN L. OLDMAN B.Com. LL.B

555 KINGSTON RD W, 2ND FLOOR AJAX   905-683-2741

LAWSON CLARK & OLDMAN Est. 1955

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION - BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES

Do it for your home
do it for the health of

your family.
For a FREE No Obligation

phone estimate, call:

905-433-5000

Turn your home into a Smart Home!

$50 donated to St. John's for 
every new contract.

chris@durhamsecurity.ca

SPOT

SPOT

216 Mary St. E.
905.668.3483

www.rousseaus.ca

FRANK REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE

Mary-Louise LaBarre
Sales Representative / Parishioner

Cel   905.718.6367
Bus  905.666.1333

1.866.273.1333
mlabarre@sympatico.ca

In keeping with your Catholic faith

www.catholic-cemeteries.com

Resurrection Cemetery   905-668-8912

Deidre Anne Newman
B.Sc., LL.B.

Barrister & Solicitor
Family, Criminal, Wills

Parishioner
2A-119 Consumers Drive
Whitby, Ontario  L1N 1C4

T:  905-665-6360
dnewman@danewmanlaw.com

Optical Group Inc.
Dr. Constance Odiase, O.D.

One Stop Shop
Complete Family Eye Care

Glasses • Sunglasses
Contact Lenses

107 Kent St, Whitby
905-665-0522

www.opticalgroup.ca

SPOT

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
1-800-268-2637

THE PERFECT
TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS!

SPOTSPOT

For all your mortgage needs!

Caroline
Anderson
Mortgage Agent

905.767.2748

Brokerage #10428

caroline.anderson@migroup.ca

St. John's
parishioner
since 1988

Direct:  905-622-3667  |   toby@teamfennessey.com

www.teamfennessey.com  |           teamfennessey
                                                                         Royal Heritage Realty Ltd., Brokerage

Chris Leahy

D U R H A M
SECURITY

905-556-1801

Remember...
Let our advertisers
know you saw
their ad here.

Shop LOCAL • Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL • Enjoy LOCAL

Family owned and operated since 1863
905.655.3662

5295 Thickson Rd. N., Whitby
(1 minute North of Taunton on Thickson)

BARNES MEMORIAL

FUNERAL HOME

Shopping
Locally

Saves Gas

EDITH LOSADA
Realtor®/Parishioner

Service in Spanish & English
B: 905-665-2500
C: 289-939-3600

EdithLosadaRealty@gmail.com

Liturgical Publications, your weekly bulletin printer has
an opening for a full time Sales Representative.

Base Salary • Commission • Car Allowance • Travel Expenses
If you have a drive to succeed and are self-motivated,
email your resume to salesrep@parishbulletins.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
WANTED

Don't leave  our
advertisers HHANANGINGING!

Please patronize and
tell them that you

appreciate their 
support

Your advertisers make
this bulletin possible

EAT LOCLOCAL
SHOP LOCLOCAL

ENJOY LOCLOCAL

HABLAMOS ESPAÑOL | CALL NOW!
905-430-9623

www.corymadental.com
220 Dundas St. West, Whitby

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A NEW DENTIST?

Pastoral Team
Rev. Francisco Fernandez Siles Pastor
Rev. Edwin Logroño  In Residence
Mrs. Kristine Blyth   Lay Pastoral Asst.
Mrs. Vicki Morgan   Secretary
Ms. Cassandra Sullivan   Youth Ministry

Support Staff
Mr. Francisco Perez Caretaker
Mrs. Sue McGee  Bookkeeper
Mrs. Gail Stewart  Cook/Housekeeper




