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WCC Hall Rentals
133 Brock St. N.

rentals@whitbycolumbusclub.ca
www.whitbycolumbusclub.ca

905-668-6412

SUNDAY LITURGY — Saturday 5:00 p.m.
 Sunday 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
SPANISH MASS —  Sunday 2:00 p.m.
WEEKDAY MASSES — Monday,Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:20 a.m.
 Wednesday (Rosary at 6:30 p.m.)   7:00 p.m. (OLPH Devotions)

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION — Saturday 4:00 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.  By appointment any time.

PARISH REGISTRATION — All parishioners especially those who live outside our parish boundaries are expected to 
complete a Parish Registration form and use Sunday Offertory Envelopes. This will greatly assist the Parish Team when 
parishioners request sacraments, funerals or letters of reference.

N.B. — When parishioners move you are asked to notify the parish office.

INFANT BAPTISMS — Two Sudays per month at 4:00 p.m. Contact the parish office at least two months in advance of the 
birth of their child. Parents are obliged to participate in our baptismal preparation program. 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE — The Archdiocese of Toronto requires that you contact your parish priest at least one year 
in advance of the planned date of your wedding and that you participate in a marriage preparation course.

PARISH HOME CATECHISM PROGRAM — Children attending public, private or alternative school are required to 
participate in this program from grade 1 - 7 in order to prepare to receive the sacraments.

VISITATION OF THE SICK — Please notify the Rectory when a member of your family is in the hospital.

BULLETIN DEADLINE — Monday 9:00 a.m. in writing or by e-mail.

Pastoral Council Fr. Francisco Fernandez 905-668-3676
Finance Council Paul D’Aurelio 905-665-3056

Christian Initiation of Adults - RCIA Christine Hannon 905-444-9913
Baptism Fr. Francisco  905-668-3676
First Reconciliation & First Eucharist Preparation Mrs. Kristine Blyth 905-668-3676
Confirmation Preparation Mrs. Kristine Blyth 905-668-3676
Parish Home Catechism Program Lorraine Thomas  905-409-1743

Altar Servers Cassandra Sullivan  905-668-3676
Auxiliary Ministers of Communion Fred Shady 905-668-1081
Choir Eileen McGowan 905-668-0959
Feed the Hungry Paula Campbell 905-668-2293
Home Communion Clark Weddell 905-434-8121
Lay Pastoral Visitation Iris McNulty 905-668-3218
Lectors Deidre Newman 905-665-6360
Liturgy of the Word with Children (JK-Gr.2) Sun. 9:00 a.m. Mass Phyllis Pereira 905-665-5917
Ministers of Consolation Anne Marie Yaraskavitch 905-666-3860
Neocatechumenal Way Gail Stewart 905-668-3676
Parish Prayer Group Klara Bari 905-668-9579
Ushers Sharon Weslake 905-668-4817

Catholic Women's League                                           Lynne Childerhouse 905-431-6582
Development & Peace (CCODP) Estela Rios 905-430-7753
Knights of Columbus #4895 John Stafford 905-809-1731
St. Vincent de Paul Society - Help Line  905-430-6734

Catholic Cemeteries  905-668-8912
Catholic Family Services Oshawa 905-725-3513 Ajax   905-428-1984
Rose of Durham (Young Parent Support Services) 1-800-241-3534 or   905-432-3622

St. John the Evangelist School         905-668-4011 St. Marguerite d'Youville School 905-666-9301
1103 Giffard St., Whitby  L1N 2S3 250 Michael Blvd., Whitby  L1N 6B1
St. Luke the Evangelist School         905-665-5828 All Saints Catholic Secondary School 905-666-7753
55 Twin Streams Road, Whitby  L1P 1N9 3001 Country Lane, Whitby  L1P 1M1

Durham Catholic District School Board                905-576-6150                www.dcdsb.ca

ROUSSE AU'S
                  Fine Furniture & Interior Design Since 1929
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DR. J. D'SOUZA
FAMILY DENTIST

New Patients Welcome
185 Brock St. N. (at Mary)

905-430-0118

THE LIVINGTHE LIVING
BENEFITS GROUPBENEFITS GROUP

life�disability�critical illness
long term care�health�dental�RRSPs

JIM CORRIGAN
310 Byron St. S.  905.430.7921

J. Thomas Hamer
Barrister and Solicitor

COLLABORATIVE FAMILY LAW
Wills � Powers of Attorney

Estate Administration
www.collaborativepracticetoronto.com

jthamer@ehpnf.com
105 Consumers Dr., Ste. 524

905-665-0221

C OLLA BORATIVE LAW
PRACTICE

Resolving Disputes Respectfully.
St. John the Evangelist Church

Stafford Monuments Limited
Granite & Bronze Family & Civic Memorials

Inscriptions & Cemetery Restoration
318 Dundas St. E.     905-668-3552

~ 6 Generations of Service, Quality & Trust ~

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Mon – Fri  9 a.m. - 12 noon
1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Evening Reception
Tues & Wed.
5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

EUCHARISTIC HOLY HOUR
On first Friday of each month
following morning mass.

903 Giffard Street, Whitby, Ontario   L1N 2S3
Rectory Office: Ph:905-668-3676
email: stjohntheevangelistwh@archtoronto.org
website: www.stjohntheevangelistwh.archtoronto.org/

COLIN L. OLDMAN B.Com. LL.B

555 KINGSTON RD W, 2ND FLOOR AJAX   905-683-2741

LAWSON CLARK & OLDMAN Est. 1955

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION - BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES

Do it for your home
do it for the health of

your family.
For a FREE No Obligation

phone estimate, call:

905-433-5000

Turn your home into a Smart Home!

$50 donated to St. John's for 
every new contract.

chris@durhamsecurity.ca

SPOT

SPOT

216 Mary St. E.
905.668.3483

www.rousseaus.ca

FRANK REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE

Mary-Louise LaBarre
Sales Representative / Parishioner

Cel   905.718.6367
Bus  905.666.1333

1.866.273.1333
mlabarre@sympatico.ca

In keeping with your Catholic faith

www.catholic-cemeteries.com

Resurrection Cemetery   905-668-8912

Deidre Anne Newman
B.Sc., LL.B.

Barrister & Solicitor
Family, Criminal, Wills

Parishioner
2A-119 Consumers Drive
Whitby, Ontario  L1N 1C4

T:  905-665-6360
dnewman@danewmanlaw.com

Optical Group Inc.
Dr. Constance Odiase, O.D.

One Stop Shop
Complete Family Eye Care

Glasses • Sunglasses
Contact Lenses

107 Kent St, Whitby
905-665-0522

www.opticalgroup.ca

SPOT

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
1-800-268-2637

THE PERFECT
TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS!

SPOTSPOT

For all your mortgage needs!

Caroline
Anderson
Mortgage Agent

905.767.2748

Brokerage #10428

caroline.anderson@migroup.ca

St. John's
parishioner
since 1988

Direct:  905-622-3667  |   toby@teamfennessey.com

www.teamfennessey.com  |           teamfennessey
                                                                         Royal Heritage Realty Ltd., Brokerage

Chris Leahy

D U R H A M
SECURITY

905-556-1801

Remember...
Let our advertisers
know you saw
their ad here.

Shop LOCAL • Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL • Enjoy LOCAL

Family owned and operated since 1863
905.655.3662

5295 Thickson Rd. N., Whitby
(1 minute North of Taunton on Thickson)

BARNES MEMORIAL

FUNERAL HOME

Shopping
Locally

Saves Gas

EDITH LOSADA
Realtor®/Parishioner

Service in Spanish & English
C: 289-939-3600
B: 905-665-2500

EdithLosadaRealty@gmail.com

Liturgical Publications, your weekly bulletin printer has
an opening for a full time Sales Representative.

Base Salary • Commission • Car Allowance • Travel Expenses
If you have a drive to succeed and are self-motivated,
email your resume to salesrep@parishbulletins.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
WANTED

HANGING

LOCAL
LOCAL
LOCAL

HABLAMOS ESPAÑOL | CALL NOW!
905-430-9623

www.corymadental.com
220 Dundas St. West, Whitby

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A NEW DENTIST?

Pastoral Team
Rev. Francisco Fernandez Siles Pastor
Rev. Edwin Logroño  In Residence
Mrs. Kristine Blyth   Lay Pastoral Asst.
Mrs. Vicki Morgan   Secretary
Ms. Cassandra Sullivan   Youth Ministry

Support Staff
Mr. Francisco Perez Caretaker
Mrs. Sue McGee  Bookkeeper
Mrs. Gail Stewart  Cook/Housekeeper

abigail.vales@whitbytoyota.com

Abigail
Vales

Product Advisor
1025 Dundas St W
416-432-2632

St. John the Evangelist Church
903 Giffard Street, Whitby, ON  L1N 2S3

Rectory Office: Ph: 905-668-3676
email: stjohntheevangelistwh@archtoronto.org      website: www.stjohntheevangelistwh.archtoronto.org/

Pastoral Team     Support Staff
Rev. Francisco Fernandez Siles Pastor Mr. Francisco Perez Caretaker
Rev. Edwin Logroño - In Residence
Mrs. Kristine Blyth  Lay Pastoral Asst. Mrs. Sue McGee Bookkeeper
Mrs. Vicki Morgan  Secretary Mrs. Gail Stewart Cook/Housekeeper
Ms. Cassandra Sullivan Youth Ministry 

Father, You revealed Your Son to the  nations
by the guidance of a star. Lead us to

Your Glory in Heaven by the Light of Faith.



 JANUARY 7, 2024     

Development and Peace/Caritas Canada Fall 2023 
Campaign 

Let’s Stand for the Land! 

For Development and Peace — Caritas Canada’s 
Create Hope : Stand for the Land campaign, our 
partner ERIC–Radio Progreso has asked that we 
support the defenders of human rights and the 
environment in Honduras. Since 2015, the 
communities of Guapinol and the San Pedro sector 
have been fighting to preserve their rivers and the 
Carlos Escaleras National Park from mining. To find 
out more, visit devp.org/campaign. 

“Communities are displaced. Rights are violated. 
Access and rights to water denied. All this to give 
priority to the extraction and pillaging of resources.” 

� Leonel George, member of the Committee for the 
Defence of Common and Public Goods of Tocoa, 
Colón. 

The D&P group at St. John the Evangelist Church will 
carry out the sign-up campaign on the weekend of 
January 13-14. We thank you in advance for your 
support to the people of Honduras and the work of 
D&P. 

Stand in solidarity. Sign the letter to the Honduran 
ambassador to Canada at devp.org/act. 
 

 
Sat Jan 5– 5:00pm 

+Frank McNulty 
req. by Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

  
Mon Jan 8 – 8:20am 

+William & Hannah Waugh 
req. by The Deehan Family 

 
 
Tues Jan 9 – 8:20am 

+Darrell McNeil 
req. by Maire Fitzpatrick & Family 

 
 
Wed Jan 10 – 7:00pm 

+All Souls in Purgatory 
req. by Joe & Joy Broderick 

+Mark Harris 
req. by His Family 
+Frank McNulty 

req. by The Lay Pastoral Visitation Team 
+Charles McAlinden 
req. by Rita McAlinden 

+Vincent Nannery 
req. by Brid Rooney 

 

Thur Jan 11 – 8:20am  
+Lorraine Campbell 
req. by Linda & Kathie 

 
Fri Jan 12 – 8:20am 

+Susan & Harry Friel 
req. by The Deehan Family 

 
 

ATTENTION ENGAGED COUPLES! 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION CLASSES 

Our next Marriage Preparation Course at St. John the 
Evangelist will begin on Monday nights, April 8 to May 
13, 2024 from 7pm to 9pm. Call 668-3676 to register. 
Cost is $300 per couple. 
�
CWL�GENERAL�MEETING� 
Ladies�of�the�parish,�mark�your�calendars�for�Thursday,�
January�18th�at�7:30�p.m.�in�the�main�room�of�the�parish�
centre�for�our�January�general�meeting.��On�the�agenda�is�
giving�away�our�money�to�our�charities�and�the�opportunity�
to�renew�your�CWL�membership.��Not�a�member,�you�are�
welcome�to�join�us.�����If�you�have�any�questions,�or�require�
transportation,�please�contact�Lynne�Childerhouse�at�905�
431�6582�or�lchilderhouse@hotmail.com.� 
 
 

Prayer Group 
Meet Wednesdays from 1pm to 3pm - Parish Centre 
Hi everyone, please come and join us at St John’s 

Prayer Meeting on Jan 10th at  1 PM 
We will be presenting a DVD video on 

“The 4th Wise Man” 
The meeting will be in the Parish Centre with 

refreshments halfway through. 
All are welcome, hope to see you there, blessings for 

the New Year. 
�

 
Indigenous Reconciliation Fund Update 
On December 12, 2023 the Archdiocese of Toronto 
announce the first phase of funding as part of our $6 million 
commitment to the Indigenous Reconciliation Fund (IRF). 
Through the tremendous generosity of parishioners through 
the Archdiocese, including our own parish, more than $2.7 
million has been directed through the IRF to organizations 
and projects committed to promoting healing and 
reconciliation for communities and families. 
Recipients include the Indigenous Spirit Fund, a branch of 
native Child and Family Services of Toronto, Ontario that will 
receive $400,000 over four years to enrich their On the Land 
culture camp program curriculum. 
Thank you for your continued prayers and ongoing support 
as we journey together on the path of healing and 
reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples of This Land. 
www.archtoronto.org/healingandreconciliation 
 

 THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD     

Message from the Pastor   
Peace to all of you!   
Today we celebrate the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. This 
feast underlines the manifestation of Christ as Savior of all the 
nations. The First Reading, from the Book of the prophet Isaiah, 
encourages the people of Israel to trust in God’s promise. After a 
long and painful exile in Babylon, they have gone back to 
Jerusalem. However, the city is still in ruins and people seem lost 
and discouraged. Addressing this situation, God assures them that 
He will come to dwell in His city and that the light of His glory will 
bring hope and joy into their daily lives. Seeing this, other nations 
will come to Jerusalem drawn by this resplendent glory of the Lord. 
We all go through moments of discouragement and darkness, but 
God comes to our rescue with the brilliant light of His mercy so that 
in Him we may find peace and consolation. The Second Reading, 
from the Letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians, offers us the 
exhortation from the apostle in which he explains that God’s 
mystery of salvation and redemption has become available now for 
all peoples. With Christ’s incarnation, God’s invitation to salvation is 
offered to every single person on earth and not just to the Jewish 
people. The will of God is that all of us can experience His love and 
mercy. Let us be grateful because we can also participate in the 
salvation that Christ has won for us. The Gospel, from St. Matthew, 
offers us the account of the visit of the Wise Men to Bethlehem. 
They came from Babylon and Persia. They studied the stars, and 
they were expecting the birth of a very powerful king. In the Book of 
Numbers there was foretold the birth of a great king through the 
sign of a rising star that will shine greatly. They saw the star when 
the baby Jesus was born. They were guided to Bethlehem, to the 
manger. Seeing Jesus as a baby, they recognised in Him the 
Savior and they offer Him gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Gold to 
symbolize that He is the King of the Universe, frankincense which 
means that He is God and myrrh to symbolize that He will die on 
the Cross and be buried. We are all called to adore Jesus as the 
Savior sent to us to give us Eternal Life. Let us follow the star of 
Bethlehem, which represent God’s mercy for us and that leads us 
to encounter Jesus in the daily events of our lives!   
  
Fr. Francisco Fernandez, Your servant and your Pastor  
  
Pope Francis’ Homily on the Epiphany of our Lord (January 6, 
2022)  
Today, the Solemnity of the�Epiphany,�the Gospel speaks to us 
about the Magi who, arriving in Bethlehem, open their treasures 
and offer gold, incense and myrrh to Jesus (cf. Mt 2:11). These 
wise men from the East are famous because of the gifts they 
offered. Considering their story, however, we could say that, above 
all, they receive three gifts. They received three gifts, three 
precious gifts that regard us as well. They give gold, incense, and 
myrrh, but what are the three gifts they received?  
The first gift is the gift of the call. The Magi were not alerted 
because they had read the Scriptures or because they had seen a 
vision of angels, but they sensed it while they were studying the 
stars. This tells us something important – God calls us through our 
aspirations and our greatest desires. The Magi allowed themselves 
to be amazed and discomfited by the novelty of the star and they 
set out on a journey toward the unknown. Wise and educated, they 
were fascinated more by what they did not know than by what they 
already knew. They were open to what they did not know. They felt 
called to go beyond. They did not feel happy remaining there. No, 
they were called to go beyond. This is important for us as well – we 
are called not to be satisfied, to seek the Lord by stepping out of 
our comfort zone, journeying toward him with others, immersing 
ourselves in reality. For God calls every day, here and now. God 
calls us, each one of us, every day. He calls us here and he calls 
us now. He calls us in our world.  

But the Magi speak to us about a second gift: discernment. Seeing 
they are looking for a king, they go to Jerusalem to speak with King 
Herod, who, however, is a man hungry for power and wants to use 
them to eliminate the baby Messiah. But the Magi are not stupid, 
they do not allow themselves to be taken in by Herod. They know 
how to distinguish between the goal of their journey and the 
temptations they find on the way. They could have remained there 
in Herod’s court, serene. No, they move ahead. They leave Herod’s 
palace and, attentive to the sign from God, do not pass that way 
again, but return by another route (cf. v. 12). Brothers and sisters, 
how important it is to know how to distinguish life’s goal from the 
temptations along the way! Our goal in life is one thing, the 
temptations on the way are another. To know how to renounce 
what seduces, but leads down the wrong road, to understand and 
to choose God’s ways! Discernment is a great gift and we should 
never tire of asking for it in prayer. Let us ask for this grace! Lord, 
grant us the ability to discern what is good from what is evil, what is 
better from what is not better.  
Finally, the Magi speak to us about a third gift: the surprise. After a 
long journey, what do these high-ranking men in society find? A 
baby with his mother (cf. v. 11) – certainly, a tender scene, but not 
astonishing! They do not see angels like the shepherds did, but 
they meet God in poverty. Perhaps they were expecting a powerful 
and prodigious Messiah – and they find a baby. And still, they do 
not think they made a mistake, they know how to recognize him. 
They welcome God’s surprise and experience their encounter with 
him with amazement, adoring him – in his littleness, they recognize 
God’s face. Humanly, we are all inclined to seek greatness, but it is 
a gift to know how to truly find it – to know how to find greatness in 
the littleness that God loves. For the Lord is encountered like this: 
in humility, in silence, in adoration, in the smallest and in the poor.  
Brothers and sisters, we are all called – the first gift, the call – we 
are all called by Jesus, we can all discern – the second gift, 
discernment – discern his presence, we can all experience his 
surprises – the third gift, the surprise. Today, it would be beautiful 
to remember these gifts: the call, discernment and the surprise, 
these gifts that we have already received – to think back to when 
we sensed God’s call in our life; or even when, perhaps after quite 
a struggle, we succeeded in discerning his voice; or even still, of an 
unforgettable surprise he gave us, astounding us. May Our Lady 
help us remember and treasure the gifts received.  
 
 

FIRST EUCHARIST PARENT INFORMATION MEETING 
TUESDAY JANUARY 23RD 2024 

7:00pm-8:00pm 
In the Church. Parent only meeting. 

First Eucharist workbooks and Rite of Enrolment card 
will be distributed. 

 
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION 

Classes begin Saturday February 3rd 2024 
Parish Centre 

More information coming January 2024.�
�

ShareLife�Update�GOAL�$148,700�
Collection�to�date�as�of�December�19,�2023�

$134,478.90�
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Development and Peace/Caritas Canada Fall 2023 
Campaign 

Let’s Stand for the Land! 

For Development and Peace — Caritas Canada’s 
Create Hope : Stand for the Land campaign, our 
partner ERIC–Radio Progreso has asked that we 
support the defenders of human rights and the 
environment in Honduras. Since 2015, the 
communities of Guapinol and the San Pedro sector 
have been fighting to preserve their rivers and the 
Carlos Escaleras National Park from mining. To find 
out more, visit devp.org/campaign. 

“Communities are displaced. Rights are violated. 
Access and rights to water denied. All this to give 
priority to the extraction and pillaging of resources.” 

� Leonel George, member of the Committee for the 
Defence of Common and Public Goods of Tocoa, 
Colón. 

The D&P group at St. John the Evangelist Church will 
carry out the sign-up campaign on the weekend of 
January 13-14. We thank you in advance for your 
support to the people of Honduras and the work of 
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Stand in solidarity. Sign the letter to the Honduran 
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the Archdiocese, including our own parish, more than $2.7 
million has been directed through the IRF to organizations 
and projects committed to promoting healing and 
reconciliation for communities and families. 
Recipients include the Indigenous Spirit Fund, a branch of 
native Child and Family Services of Toronto, Ontario that will 
receive $400,000 over four years to enrich their On the Land 
culture camp program curriculum. 
Thank you for your continued prayers and ongoing support 
as we journey together on the path of healing and 
reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples of This Land. 
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Today we celebrate the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. This 
feast underlines the manifestation of Christ as Savior of all the 
nations. The First Reading, from the Book of the prophet Isaiah, 
encourages the people of Israel to trust in God’s promise. After a 
long and painful exile in Babylon, they have gone back to 
Jerusalem. However, the city is still in ruins and people seem lost 
and discouraged. Addressing this situation, God assures them that 
He will come to dwell in His city and that the light of His glory will 
bring hope and joy into their daily lives. Seeing this, other nations 
will come to Jerusalem drawn by this resplendent glory of the Lord. 
We all go through moments of discouragement and darkness, but 
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exhortation from the apostle in which he explains that God’s 
mystery of salvation and redemption has become available now for 
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offered to every single person on earth and not just to the Jewish 
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the baby Jesus was born. They were guided to Bethlehem, to the 
manger. Seeing Jesus as a baby, they recognised in Him the 
Savior and they offer Him gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Gold to 
symbolize that He is the King of the Universe, frankincense which 
means that He is God and myrrh to symbolize that He will die on 
the Cross and be buried. We are all called to adore Jesus as the 
Savior sent to us to give us Eternal Life. Let us follow the star of 
Bethlehem, which represent God’s mercy for us and that leads us 
to encounter Jesus in the daily events of our lives!   
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Pope Francis’ Homily on the Epiphany of our Lord (January 6, 
2022)  
Today, the Solemnity of the�Epiphany,�the Gospel speaks to us 
about the Magi who, arriving in Bethlehem, open their treasures 
and offer gold, incense and myrrh to Jesus (cf. Mt 2:11). These 
wise men from the East are famous because of the gifts they 
offered. Considering their story, however, we could say that, above 
all, they receive three gifts. They received three gifts, three 
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myrrh, but what are the three gifts they received?  
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because they had read the Scriptures or because they had seen a 
vision of angels, but they sensed it while they were studying the 
stars. This tells us something important – God calls us through our 
aspirations and our greatest desires. The Magi allowed themselves 
to be amazed and discomfited by the novelty of the star and they 
set out on a journey toward the unknown. Wise and educated, they 
were fascinated more by what they did not know than by what they 
already knew. They were open to what they did not know. They felt 
called to go beyond. They did not feel happy remaining there. No, 
they were called to go beyond. This is important for us as well – we 
are called not to be satisfied, to seek the Lord by stepping out of 
our comfort zone, journeying toward him with others, immersing 
ourselves in reality. For God calls every day, here and now. God 
calls us, each one of us, every day. He calls us here and he calls 
us now. He calls us in our world.  

But the Magi speak to us about a second gift: discernment. Seeing 
they are looking for a king, they go to Jerusalem to speak with King 
Herod, who, however, is a man hungry for power and wants to use 
them to eliminate the baby Messiah. But the Magi are not stupid, 
they do not allow themselves to be taken in by Herod. They know 
how to distinguish between the goal of their journey and the 
temptations they find on the way. They could have remained there 
in Herod’s court, serene. No, they move ahead. They leave Herod’s 
palace and, attentive to the sign from God, do not pass that way 
again, but return by another route (cf. v. 12). Brothers and sisters, 
how important it is to know how to distinguish life’s goal from the 
temptations along the way! Our goal in life is one thing, the 
temptations on the way are another. To know how to renounce 
what seduces, but leads down the wrong road, to understand and 
to choose God’s ways! Discernment is a great gift and we should 
never tire of asking for it in prayer. Let us ask for this grace! Lord, 
grant us the ability to discern what is good from what is evil, what is 
better from what is not better.  
Finally, the Magi speak to us about a third gift: the surprise. After a 
long journey, what do these high-ranking men in society find? A 
baby with his mother (cf. v. 11) – certainly, a tender scene, but not 
astonishing! They do not see angels like the shepherds did, but 
they meet God in poverty. Perhaps they were expecting a powerful 
and prodigious Messiah – and they find a baby. And still, they do 
not think they made a mistake, they know how to recognize him. 
They welcome God’s surprise and experience their encounter with 
him with amazement, adoring him – in his littleness, they recognize 
God’s face. Humanly, we are all inclined to seek greatness, but it is 
a gift to know how to truly find it – to know how to find greatness in 
the littleness that God loves. For the Lord is encountered like this: 
in humility, in silence, in adoration, in the smallest and in the poor.  
Brothers and sisters, we are all called – the first gift, the call – we 
are all called by Jesus, we can all discern – the second gift, 
discernment – discern his presence, we can all experience his 
surprises – the third gift, the surprise. Today, it would be beautiful 
to remember these gifts: the call, discernment and the surprise, 
these gifts that we have already received – to think back to when 
we sensed God’s call in our life; or even when, perhaps after quite 
a struggle, we succeeded in discerning his voice; or even still, of an 
unforgettable surprise he gave us, astounding us. May Our Lady 
help us remember and treasure the gifts received.  
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WCC Hall Rentals
133 Brock St. N.

rentals@whitbycolumbusclub.ca
www.whitbycolumbusclub.ca

905-668-6412

SUNDAY LITURGY — Saturday 5:00 p.m.
 Sunday 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
SPANISH MASS —  Sunday 2:00 p.m.
WEEKDAY MASSES — Monday,Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:20 a.m.
 Wednesday (Rosary at 6:30 p.m.)   7:00 p.m. (OLPH Devotions)

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION — Saturday 4:00 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.  By appointment any time.

PARISH REGISTRATION — All parishioners especially those who live outside our parish boundaries are expected to 
complete a Parish Registration form and use Sunday Offertory Envelopes. This will greatly assist the Parish Team when 
parishioners request sacraments, funerals or letters of reference.

N.B. — When parishioners move you are asked to notify the parish office.

INFANT BAPTISMS — Two Sudays per month at 4:00 p.m. Contact the parish office at least two months in advance of the 
birth of their child. Parents are obliged to participate in our baptismal preparation program. 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE — The Archdiocese of Toronto requires that you contact your parish priest at least one year 
in advance of the planned date of your wedding and that you participate in a marriage preparation course.

PARISH HOME CATECHISM PROGRAM — Children attending public, private or alternative school are required to 
participate in this program from grade 1 - 7 in order to prepare to receive the sacraments.

VISITATION OF THE SICK — Please notify the Rectory when a member of your family is in the hospital.

BULLETIN DEADLINE — Monday 9:00 a.m. in writing or by e-mail.

Pastoral Council Fr. Francisco Fernandez 905-668-3676
Finance Council Paul D’Aurelio 905-665-3056

Christian Initiation of Adults - RCIA Christine Hannon 905-444-9913
Baptism Fr. Francisco  905-668-3676
First Reconciliation & First Eucharist Preparation Mrs. Kristine Blyth 905-668-3676
Confirmation Preparation Mrs. Kristine Blyth 905-668-3676
Parish Home Catechism Program Lorraine Thomas  905-409-1743

Altar Servers Cassandra Sullivan  905-668-3676
Auxiliary Ministers of Communion Fred Shady 905-668-1081
Choir Eileen McGowan 905-668-0959
Feed the Hungry Paula Campbell 905-668-2293
Home Communion Clark Weddell 905-434-8121
Lay Pastoral Visitation Iris McNulty 905-668-3218
Lectors Deidre Newman 905-665-6360
Liturgy of the Word with Children (JK-Gr.2) Sun. 9:00 a.m. Mass Phyllis Pereira 905-665-5917
Ministers of Consolation Anne Marie Yaraskavitch 905-666-3860
Neocatechumenal Way Gail Stewart 905-668-3676
Parish Prayer Group Klara Bari 905-668-9579
Ushers Sharon Weslake 905-668-4817

Catholic Women's League                                           Lynne Childerhouse 905-431-6582
Development & Peace (CCODP) Estela Rios 905-430-7753
Knights of Columbus #4895 John Stafford 905-809-1731
St. Vincent de Paul Society - Help Line  905-430-6734

Catholic Cemeteries  905-668-8912
Catholic Family Services Oshawa 905-725-3513 Ajax   905-428-1984
Rose of Durham (Young Parent Support Services) 1-800-241-3534 or   905-432-3622

St. John the Evangelist School         905-668-4011 St. Marguerite d'Youville School 905-666-9301
1103 Giffard St., Whitby  L1N 2S3 250 Michael Blvd., Whitby  L1N 6B1
St. Luke the Evangelist School         905-665-5828 All Saints Catholic Secondary School 905-666-7753
55 Twin Streams Road, Whitby  L1P 1N9 3001 Country Lane, Whitby  L1P 1M1

Durham Catholic District School Board                905-576-6150                www.dcdsb.ca
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DR. J. D'SOUZA
FAMILY DENTIST

New Patients Welcome
185 Brock St. N. (at Mary)

905-430-0118

THE LIVINGTHE LIVING
BENEFITS GROUPBENEFITS GROUP

life�disability�critical illness
long term care�health�dental�RRSPs

JIM CORRIGAN
310 Byron St. S.  905.430.7921

J. Thomas Hamer
Barrister and Solicitor

COLLABORATIVE FAMILY LAW
Wills � Powers of Attorney

Estate Administration
www.collaborativepracticetoronto.com

jthamer@ehpnf.com
105 Consumers Dr., Ste. 524

905-665-0221

C OLLA BORATIVE LAW
PRACTICE

Resolving Disputes Respectfully.
St. John the Evangelist Church

Stafford Monuments Limited
Granite & Bronze Family & Civic Memorials

Inscriptions & Cemetery Restoration
318 Dundas St. E.     905-668-3552

~ 6 Generations of Service, Quality & Trust ~

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Mon – Fri  9 a.m. - 12 noon
1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Evening Reception
Tues & Wed.
5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

EUCHARISTIC HOLY HOUR
On first Friday of each month
following morning mass.

903 Giffard Street, Whitby, Ontario   L1N 2S3
Rectory Office: Ph:905-668-3676
email: stjohntheevangelistwh@archtoronto.org
website: www.stjohntheevangelistwh.archtoronto.org/

COLIN L. OLDMAN B.Com. LL.B

555 KINGSTON RD W, 2ND FLOOR AJAX   905-683-2741

LAWSON CLARK & OLDMAN Est. 1955

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION - BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES

Do it for your home
do it for the health of

your family.
For a FREE No Obligation

phone estimate, call:

905-433-5000

Turn your home into a Smart Home!

$50 donated to St. John's for 
every new contract.

chris@durhamsecurity.ca

SPOT

SPOT

216 Mary St. E.
905.668.3483

www.rousseaus.ca

FRANK REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE

Mary-Louise LaBarre
Sales Representative / Parishioner

Cel   905.718.6367
Bus  905.666.1333

1.866.273.1333
mlabarre@sympatico.ca

In keeping with your Catholic faith

www.catholic-cemeteries.com

Resurrection Cemetery   905-668-8912

Deidre Anne Newman
B.Sc., LL.B.

Barrister & Solicitor
Family, Criminal, Wills

Parishioner
2A-119 Consumers Drive
Whitby, Ontario  L1N 1C4

T:  905-665-6360
dnewman@danewmanlaw.com

Optical Group Inc.
Dr. Constance Odiase, O.D.

One Stop Shop
Complete Family Eye Care

Glasses • Sunglasses
Contact Lenses

107 Kent St, Whitby
905-665-0522

www.opticalgroup.ca

SPOT

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
1-800-268-2637

THE PERFECT
TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS!

SPOTSPOT

For all your mortgage needs!

Caroline
Anderson
Mortgage Agent

905.767.2748

Brokerage #10428

caroline.anderson@migroup.ca

St. John's
parishioner
since 1988

Direct:  905-622-3667  |   toby@teamfennessey.com

www.teamfennessey.com  |           teamfennessey
                                                                         Royal Heritage Realty Ltd., Brokerage

Chris Leahy

D U R H A M
SECURITY

905-556-1801

Remember...
Let our advertisers
know you saw
their ad here.

Shop LOCAL • Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL • Enjoy LOCAL

Family owned and operated since 1863
905.655.3662

5295 Thickson Rd. N., Whitby
(1 minute North of Taunton on Thickson)

BARNES MEMORIAL

FUNERAL HOME

Shopping
Locally

Saves Gas

EDITH LOSADA
Realtor®/Parishioner

Service in Spanish & English
C: 289-939-3600
B: 905-665-2500

EdithLosadaRealty@gmail.com

Liturgical Publications, your weekly bulletin printer has
an opening for a full time Sales Representative.

Base Salary • Commission • Car Allowance • Travel Expenses
If you have a drive to succeed and are self-motivated,
email your resume to salesrep@parishbulletins.com

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
WANTED

HANGING

LOCAL
LOCAL
LOCAL

HABLAMOS ESPAÑOL | CALL NOW!
905-430-9623

www.corymadental.com
220 Dundas St. West, Whitby

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A NEW DENTIST?

Pastoral Team
Rev. Francisco Fernandez Siles Pastor
Rev. Edwin Logroño  In Residence
Mrs. Kristine Blyth   Lay Pastoral Asst.
Mrs. Vicki Morgan   Secretary
Ms. Cassandra Sullivan   Youth Ministry

Support Staff
Mr. Francisco Perez Caretaker
Mrs. Sue McGee  Bookkeeper
Mrs. Gail Stewart  Cook/Housekeeper

abigail.vales@whitbytoyota.com

Abigail
Vales

Product Advisor
1025 Dundas St W
416-432-2632

St. John the Evangelist Church
903 Giffard Street, Whitby, ON  L1N 2S3

Rectory Office: Ph: 905-668-3676
email: stjohntheevangelistwh@archtoronto.org      website: www.stjohntheevangelistwh.archtoronto.org/

Pastoral Team     Support Staff
Rev. Francisco Fernandez Siles Pastor Mr. Francisco Perez Caretaker
Rev. Edwin Logroño - In Residence
Mrs. Kristine Blyth  Lay Pastoral Asst. Mrs. Sue McGee Bookkeeper
Mrs. Vicki Morgan  Secretary Mrs. Gail Stewart Cook/Housekeeper
Ms. Cassandra Sullivan Youth Ministry 

Father, You revealed Your Son to the  nations
by the guidance of a star. Lead us to

Your Glory in Heaven by the Light of Faith.




