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Father, You revealed Your Son to the nations
by the guidance of a star. Lead us to
Your Glory in Heaven by the Light of Faith.
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EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Message from the Pastor

Peace to all of you!

| want to wish you a happy new year to all of you! May the
Lord give you a year filled with peace and of the mercy of
the Lord! The First Reading, from the prophet Isaiah,
presents to us a beautiful image of how the Lord will come to
dwell and to fill with life the city of Jerusalem. We are called
to receive in our hearts the Lord who comes to fill us with
hope, peace, and consolation for the upcoming year. The
Second Reading, from the Letter to the Ephesians, gives us
the assurance that God’'s love has been revealed to all
nations and peoples of the earth. It is very comforting to
realize that God’s plan is that everybody experiences His
mercy and love. God always wants to share His life with us
to fulfill our deepest desires. The Gospel, from St. Matthew,
presents us with the manifestation of the Lord to the Magi.
They come from the Far East to pay homage to the newborn
King of the Jews. However, they are astonished to realize
that the King of Kings is born in a stable, humble, and weak,
born to give His life for our sins. They recognize Him as the
Savior of the World, and they offered Him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. Gold symbolizes that He is a King
who has come to serve us and to share His life for us.
Frankincense means that He is God, He is the One who fills
us with Eternal Life. Myrrh means that He is going to die in
the Cross to save us. Let us acknowledge in our lives the
Savior who has come to share with us His divine life so that
our lives may be fulfilled!

Have a blessed New Year in the Lord!

Fr. Francisco Fernandez, Your servant and your Pastor
Pope Francis’ Audience for Epiphany of the Lord
(January 6, 2024)

Today we celebrate the Epiphany of the Lord, that is, His
manifestation to all peoples in the person of the Magi (cf. Mt
2:1-12). They are wise seekers who, after wondering about
the apparition of a star, set out on a journey and arrive in
Bethlehem. And there, they find Jesus, “with Mary His
mother”, they bow down and they offer “gold, frankincense
and myrrh” (c. 11).

Wise men who recognize the presence of God in a simple
Child: not in a prince or a nobleman, but in the child of poor
people, and they prostrate themselves before Him, adoring
Him. The star led them there, before a Child; and they, in
His small innocent eyes, perceive the light of the Creator of
the universe, to whose pursuit they have dedicated their
existence.

It is the decisive experience for them, and important for us
too: indeed, in the Child Jesus, we see God made man. And
so let us look at Him, let us wonder at His humility.
Contemplating Jesus, staying before Him, adoring Him in
the Eucharist: it is not wasting time, but giving meaning to
time. To worship is not to waste time, but to give meaning to
time. This is important, | repeat: to worship is not to waste
time, but to give meaning to time; it is rediscovering the
course of life in the simplicity of a silence that nourishes the
heart.

And let us also find the time to watch children, like the Magi
watch Jesus: the little ones who also speak to us of Jesus,
with their trust, their immediacy, their wonder, their healthy

curiosity, their ability to cry and laugh spontaneously, to
dream. God is made like this: a Child, trusting, simple, a
lover of life (cf. Wis 11:26), with our children; patiently, as
grandparents know how to do! If we stay before the child
Jesus and in the company of children, we will learn to be
amazed and we will start out simpler and better, like the
Magi. And we will know how to have new outlooks, creative
outlooks on the problems of the world.

Let us ask ourselves, then: in these days, have we stopped
to adore, have we made a little space for Jesus in silence,
praying before the crib? Have we dedicated time to the
children, to speaking and playing with them? And finally, are
we able to see the problems of the world through the eyes of
children?

May Mary, Mother of God and ours, increase our love for the
Child Jesus and for all children,

Ordinary Jubilee of the Year 2025
Archbishop Francis Leo has chosen St.
Gregory the Great Parish Oshawa, to serve
as the pilgrimage church in the Eastern
Region for the Jubilee Year 2025.

In honour of St. Gregory’s being chosen,
Bishop Vincent Nguyen
will be celebrating Mass on
Wednesday, January 29, 2025 @7pm.
Anyone wishing to have a Confession,
please arrive on or before 5:30pm.
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Social Sunday Sunday January 12". Join us
after the 9am & 11am masses for Coffee
=~ and sweets in the Parish Centre

P
\‘ix
~I\

ATTENTION ENGAGED COUPLES!
MARRIAGE PREPARATION CLASSES
Our next Marriage Preparation Course at St. John the
Evangelist will begin on Monday nights, April 7, 2025
to May 12, 2025 from 7pm to 9pm. Call 668-3676 to
register. Cost is $300 per couple.

@ Masses For The Week

Sat Jan 4- 5:00pm

+All Souls in Purgatory
reqg. by Joe & Joy Broderick

Mon Jan 6 —8:20am
+Humberto Schenflede
req. by His Wife & Family

Tues Jan 7 — 8:20am
+Maria Doris Borg
reqg. by The McHugh Family

Wed Jan 8 — 7:00pm
+All Souls in Purgatory
reg. by Joe & Joy Broderick
+Stan, Shirley & Mark Harris
reg. by Their Family
+Betty van Hezewyk
req. by Mary Louise LaBarre & Ken Reilly & Family
+Theodore Patrick McAteer
req. by Mary Louise LaBarre & Ken Reilly & Family
+Frank McNulty
req. by Ed Schranz
+Sarah Beaudoin
reg. by Shirley & Denise Washburn

Thur Jan 9—- 8:20am
+Alan Todd Marchand
req. by Mary Louise LaBarre & Ken Reilly & Family

Fri Jan 10 — 8:20am
+Edgar Talabis
reg. by Lorna & Family

Knights of Columbus, St John the Evangelist Council,
meetings are the 1st Wednesday of each month from
Sept to June. Next Meeting is Wednesday Jan 8th,
2025 at 8PM at the Knights Hall at 133 Brock St
North. For further information call or

email Bryan Childerhouse
bryan.childerhouse@rogers.com or call 416-508-9877

CWL 2025 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

Calling all CWL members and ladies of the parish to
renew or join the Catholic Women’s League at St. John
the Evangelist after masses on Saturday, January 18th
and Sunday, January 19th. This one-stop women’s
organization focuses on faith, service and social justice.
Become active and involved in your area of interest.
Your place is among us. If you have any questions,
please contact Lynne Childerhouse at 905-431-6582

or Ichilderhouse@hotmail.com.

FIRST COMMUNION

LJ

PAREN;I%EETING

Tuesday January 21st, 2025 7:00pm
in the Church

CONFIRMATION
Confirmation Preparation Classes
Saturday January 25th
Saturday March 1st
Saturday March 29th
Please refer to the Sacrament schedule for session times

The Jubilee Prayer 2025
Father in heaven,
may the faith you have given us
in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity enkindled
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us the blessed hope
for the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us
into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.
May those seeds transform from within both humanity
and the whole cosmos
in the sure expectation
of a new heaven and a new earth,
when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,
your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,
a yearning for the treasures of heaven.

May that same grace spread

the joy and peace of our Redeemer

throughout the earth.
To you our God, eternally blessed,
be glory and praise for ever. Amen
Franciscus




Liturgical Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #4 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 1-800-268-2637

COLLABORATIVE LAW
PRACTICE

.: Resolving Disputes Respectfully.

J. Thomas Hamer
Barrister and Solicitor
COLLABORATIVE FAMILY LAW
Wills ® Powers of Attorney
Estate Administration
www.collaborativepracticetoronto.com
jthamer@ehpnf.com
105 Consumers Dr., Ste. 524
905-665-0221
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FUNERAL SERVICES
In keeping with your Catholic faith
www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Resurrection Cemetery 905-668-8912

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

Funeral Director — Michael Lodge

W.C. Town Funeral Chapel
110 Dundas St. E., Whitby  905-668-3410
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TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE
PLEASE CALL

St: Jolwty  Direct: 905-622-3667 | toby@teamfennessey.com
porishioner www.teamfennessey.com | &fi teamfennessey
since 1988

COLIN L. OLDMAN B.com.LLB
555 KINGSTON RD W, 2ND FLOOR AJAX 905-683-2741
LAWSON CLARK & OLDMAN ex. 1955

Royal Heritage Realty Ltd., Brokerage

THE LIVING
BENEFITS GROUP

lifee disability * critical illness

long term care*health*dental *RRSPs
JIM CORRIGAN

310 Byron St. S. 905.430.7921

Chris Leahy
DURHAM

SECURITY
905-556-1801

Turn your home into a Smart Home!

$50 donated to St. John's for
every new contract.

chris@durhamsecurity.ca

i‘f-m vandermeer
a nursery

Durham's destination garden
centre since 1961. Open year-round!

318 Dundas St. E.
~ 6 Generations of Service, Quality & Trust ~

1-800-268-2637 vandermeer I’i
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION - BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES nursery.com
Stafford Monuments Limited LN I 01
Granite & Bronze Family & Civic Memorials e ROYAL LEPAGE
Inscriptions & Cemetery Restoration | | ‘=t DI—'UCT e | I

I05-668-3552 Do it for your home

do it for the health of

BARNES MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Family owned and operated since 1863

905.655.3662
5295 Thickson Rd. N., Whitby
(1 minute North of Taunton on Thickson)

Abigail your family.
Vales |For a FREE No Obligation
Product Advisor | phone estimate, call:
1025 bundas Stw|  905-433-5000

FRANK REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE
Mary-Louise LaBarre

Sales Representative / Parishioner
Cel 905.718.6367
Bus 905.666.1333

1.866.273.1333
mlabarre@sympatico.ca

416-432-2632

Optical Group Inc.

their ad here.

ROUSSEAU S’§ abigail.vales@whitbytoyota.com
}2{6[1;[[”) Sstl];;g Dr. Constance Odiase, 0.D.
ar
905.668.3483 | WHBY | X One Stop Shop
WWW . LOUSSeALS. Ca ik Complete Family Eye Care
Glasses * Sunglasses
Remember... Contact Lenses
Let our advertisers 107 Kent St, Whitby
know you saw 905-665-0522

www.opticalgroup.ca

BE THE GOOD

O SMCS

A ST.MICHAEL'S
>/ COLLEGE SCHOOL

Inquire about financial assistance
at stmichaelscollegeschool.com

For all your mortgage needs!

Caroline

Anderson
Mortgage Agent

905.767.2748

MORTGAGE INTELLIGENCE

@ Brokerage #10428

caroline.anderson@migroup.ca
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EDITH LOSADA
Realtor®/Parishioner
Service in Spanish & English
SUAMIGA EN REAL ESTATE
C:289-939-3600
B: 905-665-2500
EdithLosada10@gmail.com

DR. J. D'SOUZA
FAMILY DENTIST
New Patients Welcome
185 Brock St. N. (at Mary)
905-430-0118

Deldre Anne Newmun
B.Sc., LL.B.
Barrister & Solicitor

Family, Criminal, Wills

WCC Hall Rentals
133 Brock St. N
rentals@whitbycolumbusclub.ca
www.whitbycolumbusclub.ca

905-668-6412

Parishioner

2A-119 Consumers Drive
Whitby, Ontario L1IN 1C4

T: 905-665-6360

dnewman@danewmanlaw.com

NOFRILLS

920 Dundas Street West, Whitby

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A NEW DENTIST?

N |
co ma HABLAMOS ESPANOL | CALL NOW!

Deﬂtai 905-430-9623

www.corymadental.com
Whitby 220 Dundas St. West, Whitby

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
WANTED

Liturgical Publications, your weekly bulletin printer has
an opening for a full time Sales Representative.
Base Salary « Commission * Car Allowance * Trave] Expenses
If you have a drive to succeed and are self-motivated,
email your resume to salesrep@parishbulletins.com
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