St. John the Evangelist Church

903 Giffard Street, Whitby, Ontario L1N 2S3
Rectory Office:  Ph:905-668-3676

email: stjohntheevangelistwh@archtoronto.org
website: www.stjohntheevangelistwh.archtoronto.org/

Pastoral Team

Rev. Francisco Fernandez Siles Pastor

Deacon Dan Humphries Permanent Deacon
Mrs. Kristine Blyth Lay Pastoral Asst.
Mrs. Vicki Morgan Secretary

Mrs. Cassandra Hamilton Youth Ministry

Support Staff
Mr. Francisco Perez Caretaker

Mrs. Sue McGee  Bookkeeper

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Mon — Fri 9 a.m. - 12 noon

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Evening Reception
Tues & Wed.

Mr. Robert Caley Choir Director Mrs. Gail Stewart ~ Cook/Housekeeper  5.gq p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
SUNDAY LITURGY —  Saturday 5:00 p.m.

Sunday 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. EUCHARISTIC HOLY HOUR
SPANISH MASS — Sunday 2:00 p.m. On first Friday of each month

WEEKDAY MASSES — Monday,Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:20 a.m.
Wednesday (Rosary at 6:30 p.m.) 7:00 p.m. (OLPH Devotions)

following morning mass.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION — Saturday 4:00 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. By appointment any time.

PARISH REGISTRATION — All parishioners especially those who live outside our parish boundaries are expected to
complete a Parish Registration form and use Sunday Offertory Envelopes. This will greatly assist the Parish Team when

parishioners request sacraments, funerals or letters of reference.

N.B. — When parishioners move you are asked to notify the parish office.

INFANT BAPTISMS — Two Sundays per month at 4:00 p.m. Contact the parish office at least two months in advance of the
birth of their child. Parents are obliged to participate in our baptismal preparation program.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE — The Archdiocese of Toronto requires that you contact your parish priest at least one year
in advance of the planned date of your wedding and that you participate in a marriage preparation course.

PARISH HOME CATECHISM PROGRAM — Children attending public, private or alternative school are required to
participate in this program from grade 1 - 7 in order to prepare to receive the sacraments.

VISITATION OF THE SICK — Please notify the Rectory when a member of your family is in the hospital.
BULLETIN DEADLINE — Monday 9:00 a.m. in writing or by e-mail.

Pastoral Council
Finance Council

Fr. Francisco Fernandez
Paul D’Aurelio

905-668-3676
905-665-3056

Christian Initiation of Adults - RCIA

Baptism

First Reconciliation & First Eucharist Preparation
Confirmation Preparation

Parish Home Catechism Program

Kristine Blyth
Fr. Francisco
Mrs. Kristine Blyth
Mrs. Kristine Blyth
Lorraine Thomas

905-668-3676
905-668-3676
905-668-3676
905-668-3676
905-409-1743

Altar Servers

Auxiliary Ministers of Communion
Choir

Feed the Hungry

Home Communion

Lectors

Liturgy of the Word with Children (JK-Gr.2) Sun. 9:00 a.m. Mass

Ministers of Consolation
Neocatechumenal Way
Parish Prayer Group
Ushers

Cassandra Hamilton
Fred Shady

Robert Caley

Paula Campbell
Clark Weddell
Deidre Newman
Phyllis Pereira

Anne Marie Yaraskavitch
Gall Stewart

Klara Bari

Sharon Weslake

905-668-3676
905-668-1081
905-252-3962
905-668-2293
905-434-8121
905-665-6360
905-665-5917
905-666-3860
905-668-3676
905-668-9579
905-668-4817

Catholic Women's League
Development & Peace (CCODP)
Knights of Columbus #4895

St. Vincent de Paul Society - Help Line

Lynne Childerhouse
Estela Rios
Al Taylor

905-431-6582
905-430-7753
905-925-5382
905-430-6734

Catholic Cemeteries
Catholic Family Services
Rose of Durham (Young Parent Support Services)

Oshawa 905-725-3513
1-800-241-3534

905-668-8912
Ajax 905-428-1984
or 905-432-3622

St. John the Evangelist School 905-668-4011
1103 Giffard St., Whitby L1N 2S3

St. Luke the Evangelist School 905-665-5828
55 Twin Streams Road, Whitby L1P 1N9

Durham Catholic District School Board

St. Marguerite d'Youville School

905-666-9301

250 Michael Blvd., Whitby L1N 6B1
All Saints Catholic Secondary School  905-666-7753
3001 Country Lane, Whitby L1P 1M1

905-576-6150

www.dcdsh.ca
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EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Message from the Pastor

Peace to all of you!

This Sunday we celebrate the Eighth Sunday in Ordinary
Time. The First Reading, from the book of Ecclesiasticus,
presents a moral teaching on how to evaluate the purpose
or goal of an action. Whatever we say or do, we act on it
moved by the state of our heart. If we are at peace, our
actions and words will be constructive and full of gratitude.
On the other hand, if our hearts are not at peace, we harm
others by our words and actions. It is important to realize
how essential it is that | am at peace with God and with
others and then my actions will bring good to others. The
Second Reading, from the First Letter of St. Paul to the
Corinthians, shows us the final portion of the teaching on
Christ’'s Resurrection. The Risen Lord is victorious over sin
and death and wants us to share with us His victory. In Him,
we can be transformed from attitudes and words that are
sinful to ways of action that are holy and full of love. We
need to be aware of our sinful attitudes, offer them to Christ
and He offers us in return a new life, a new of living with love
and peace. The Gospel, from St. Luke, continues with the
Sermon on the Mount. Christ presents to us some teachings
on the importance of having a proper and sound attitude. If
we are aware of our faults and we experience God’s mercy,
then we are compassionate with others and peaceful.
However, if we think that we are always right or we cannot
accept our own mistakes, then we will be demanding with
others and we will become angry with others' faults. Let us
open our hearts to the Lord and recognize his mercy in front
of our weaknesses so that we can be merciful with others in
our daily lives!

Fr. Francisco Fernandez, Your servant and your Pastor

Pope Francis’ Angelus for the Eighth Sunday in
Ordinary time (February 20, 2022)

Today’s Gospel passage presents brief parables with which
Jesus seeks to indicate to his disciples the path to follow in
order to live wisely. With the question: can a blind man lead
a blind man?” (Lk 6:39), he wishes to emphasize that
aleader cannot be blind, but must see clearly, that is, he
must have wisdom in order to lead wisely, otherwise he risks
causing damage to the people who are entrusted to him.
Jesus thus calls attention to those who have educational
responsibility or who govern: spiritual pastors, public
authorities, legislators, teachers, parents, exhorting them to
be aware of their delicate role and to always discern the
right path on which to lead people.

And Jesus borrows a wise expression in order to designate
himself as an example of teacher and leader to be followed:
“A disciple is not above his teacher, but every one when he
is fully taught will be like his teacher” (v. 40). It is a call to
follow his example and his teaching in order to be sound and
wise leaders. And this teaching is included above all in the
Sermon on the Mount — which, in the past three Sundays
the liturgy has offered us in the Gospel — indicating the
attitude of meekness and of mercy in order to be honest,
humble and just people. In today’s passage we find another
significant phrase, which exhorts us to be neither
presumptuous nor hypocritical. It says: “Why do you see the

speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log
that is in your own eye?” (v. 41).

We are currently looking for a Youth Minister to cover
for a maternity leave beginning in April.

Please contact the parish office for a position description.
Applications are being accepted until March 15, 2025.

Go to www.archtoronto.org/en/contact-
us/employment-opportunities/

Dear Friend and Benefactor of the Seminary!
The Redemptoris Mater cordially invite you to join us for
the 23rd Annual Fundraising Dinner,
on Friday, May 2, 2025.
Hors d'oeuvres will be served from 6:00 p.m.
Dinner will begin at 7:30 p.m.

Do not wait to buy your tickets, as the space is limited,
and the sale happens on a first-come, first-served basis.
We look forward to celebrating together with you the
faithfulness and the goodness of the Lord in our midst.
Fr. Tomasz, Fr. Antonello, and all the Seminarians
Go to Eventbrite: 23rd Annual Fundraising Dinner Tickets,
Fri, 2 May 2025 at 6:00 PM | Eventbrite

X
LENT

LENT BEGINS WEDNESDAY MARCH 5TH

ASH WEDNESDAY
Mass with Ashes at 8:20am and 7:00pm

PENANCE IN LENT

Fridays in the Lenten Season are days of penance, when small
sacrifices are encouraged. Abstaining from meat on Fridays has
become a customary Lenten penance for Catholics. The Canadian
Bishops have recommended that this penitential practice continue
among the faithful, but also stated that other acts of penance may
be substituted, such as special prayers or acts of service for others.

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of obligatory fasting
and abstinence from meat. “The law of fasting prescribes that only
one meal be taken in a day; but it does not forbid taking some
nourishment in the morning and evening” (Letters & Legislation,
Archdiocese of Toronto). The law of fasting binds those from 18 to
59 years of age, while the law of abstinence from meat binds
Catholics who are 14 years of age and older, but every person,
regardless of age, can participate in fasting and abstaining from
meat if they wish, as long as one’s health will allow it.

Parents and educators are reminded of their duty to introduce
children gradually to the understanding and practice of penance,
including fasting and abstinence, in the life of Catholics. Adult
example will be the greatest influence in this matter (Guidelines for
Pastoral Liturgy, 1999-2000, CCCB).




MARCH 2, 2025

Development and Peace Durham
Region

Turn Debt into Hope Lent
Campaign Launch

Saturday, March 8"

9:00 am to 12:30 pm

St. John the Evangelist Church-
Parish Centre

903 Giffard St., Whitby

Come and join us! This workshop will
introduce you to our annual Lenten
campaign Turn Debt into Hope.

You'll leave with a good understanding of Development and
Peace — Caritas Canada and our partners; of Jubilee 2025
and the connection to the international debt issue and its
impact on the countries of the Global South.

Refreshments and Registration: 8:30 am

Presentation: 9:00 am Light lunch: 12:00 pm

RSVP: torontodevp@gmail.com Subject line: March 8
Whitby
ALL ARE WELCOME, OPEN TO ALL PARISHIONERS

@ Masses For The Week

Sat Mar 1- 5:00pm
+Domenic & Maria Borg
req. by Rita & Saviour Bonello

Mon. Mar 3 -8:20 am
+Humberto Schenflede
req. by His Wife & Family

Tues Mar 4 — 8:20am
+Pat Belej
reg. by Ann Belej-Corrigan & Jim Corrigan

Ash Wed Mar 5 — 8:20am
+Helen Donofrio
req. by Pauline & Richard Fitzpatrick

Ash Wed Mar 5 — 7:00pm
+Stan, Shirley & Mark Harris
reg. by Their Family
+Rosa Linda Quillop
req. by Irene & Jack & Family
+Antonette Agalingam
reg. by Pavalam Ratnasingham
+Balendra Agalingam
req. by Pavalam Ratnasingham
+Shirley Barrett
reg. by Her Family

Thur Mar 6 — 8:20am
+Agnes Desveaux
req. by Mary Louise LaBarre & Ken Reilly & Family

Stations of the Cross begin at 6:30pm
Fri Mar 7 — 7:00pm
In Thanksgiving
reg. by Gail Stewart

MARRIAGE PREPARATION CLASSES
Our next Marriage Preparation Course at St. John
the Evangelist will begin on Monday nights, April 7,
2025 to May 12, 2025 from 7pm to 9pm. Call 668-
3676 to register. Cost is $300 per couple.

St. Patrick's Pub Night
Hosted by Knights of Columbus Council 4895
101 Brock St. N, Whitby
Friday, March 14,2025 Council 4895 Doors Open 6:30
pm, Dancing at 7:30 pm Prizes-Snacks-Lignt Buffet-Cash
Bar Tickets $30.00 Per Person

Stations of the Cross Fridays
\ Stations of the Cross start 6:30pm in English,
N\ Followed by Mass at 7:00pm
) Stations of the Cross in Spanish at 7:30pm
Mar 7 Pope Francis
Mar 14 For the Sick or Suffering
Mar 21 Development & Peace
Mar 28 For the Elderly
Apr 4 Easter Reflections
Apr 11 Mary’s Way of the Cross
Apr 18 (Good Friday) Youth Stations Presentation

Mark your Calendar!
SENIORS’ RETREAT
Thursday May 22, 2025 10:00-3:00
Father Jim Kelly, SJ. Facilitator
The price includes lunch.
$55/person - more details to come

Knights of Columbus, St John the Evangelist Council,
meetings are the 1st Wednesday of each month from Sept
to June. Next Meeting is Wednesday March 5, 2024 at
8PM at the Knights Hall at 133 Brock St North and all are
welcome. For further information assisting the St John’s
community and becoming a Knight please

contact Bryan Childerhouse
bryan.childerhouse@rogers.com or call 416-508-9877

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

Your Catholic Women’s League would like to thank you
for supporting our various fundraising activities in 2024.
This January, our league disbursed $4,500.00 to various
charities — locally, provincially, federally and
internationally. Your support means so much to us; we
look forward to your continued support in 2025. Thank
you again.




Liturgical Publications

COLLABORATIVE LAW
PRACTICE

.: Resolving Disputes Respectfully.

J. Thomas Hamer
Barrister and Solicitor
COLLABORATIVE FAMILY LAW
Wills ® Powers of Attorney
Estate Administration
www.collaborativepracticetoronto.com
jthamer@ehpnf.com
105 Consumers Dr., Ste. 524
905-665-0221

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

FUNERAL SERVICES
In keeping with your Catholic faith
www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Resurrection Cemetery 905-668-8912
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PLEASE CALL

St: Jolwty  Direct: 905-622-3667 | toby@teamfennessey.com
porishioner www.teamfennessey.com | &fi teamfennessey

W 1988 Royal Heritage Realty Ltd., Brokerage

COLIN L. OLDMAN g.com.LLB

555 KINGSTON RD W, 2ND FLOOR AJAX 905-683-2741
LAWSON CLARK & OLDMAN ex. 1955

3171 LENWORTH DR. #4 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 1-800-268-2637

Funeral Director — Michael Lodge

W.C. Town Funeral Chapel
110 Dundas St. E., Whitby  905-668-3410

THE LIVING
BENEFITS GROUP

lifee disability * critical illness

long term care*health*dental *RRSPs
JIM CORRIGAN

310 Byron St. S. 905.430.7921

Chris Leahy
DURHAM

SECURITY
905-556-1801

Turn your home into a Smart Home!

$50 donated to St. John's for
every new contract.

chris@durhamsecurity.ca

i‘f-m vandermeer
a nursery

Durham's destination garden
centre since 1961. Open year-round!

318 Dundas St. E.
~ 6 Generations of Service, Quality & Trust ~

1-800-268-2637 vandermeer I’i
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION - BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, NOTARIES nursery.com
Stafford Monuments Limited LN I 01
Granite & Bronze Family & Civic Memorials e ROYAL LEPAGE
Inscriptions & Cemetery Restoration | | ‘=t DI—'UCT e | I

I05-668-3552 Do it for your home

BARNES MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Family owned and operated since 1863

905.655.3662
5295 Thickson Rd. N., Whitby
(1 minute North of Taunton on Thickson)

N
N
N
Fine Furniture & Interior Design Since 1929 §
216 Mary St. E.
905.668.3483

WwWww.rousseaus.ca

ROUSSEAUS 4

do it for the health of
your family.

For a FREE No Obligation

FRANK REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE
Mary-Louise LaBarre

Sales Representative / Parishioner

Cel 905.718.6367

Remember...
Let our advertisers
know you saw
their ad here.
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oD \ Bus 905.666.1333
e phone estimate, call: 1.866.273.1333
o . G 905-433-5000 mlabarre@sympatico.ca
Shopping Optical Group Inc.
Locally Dr. Constance Odi
swesGas | " bfws | BE THE GOOD
ne Stop Shop
Complete Family Eye Care
Glasses * Sunglasses
Contact Lenses . o P
nquire about financial assistance A
107 Kent St, Whitby IatqstmichaelstcolIegeschool.zom PN ): §MMES
905-665-0522 COLLEGE SCHOOL

www.opticalgroup.ca

For all your mortgage needs!

Caroline

Anderson
Mortgage Agent

905.767.2748

MORTGAGE INTELLIGENCE

@ Brokerage #10428

caroline.anderson@migroup.ca

-
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EDITH LOSADA

Realtor®/Parishioner

NOFRILLS

920 Dundas Street West, Whitby

Service in Spanish & English
SUAMIGA EN REAL ESTATE
C:289-939-3600
B: 905-665-2500
EdithLosada10@gmail.com

DR. J. D'SOUZA
FAMILY DENTIST
New Patients Welcome

185 Brock St. N. (at Mary)

905-430-0118

Deldre Anne Newmun
B.Sc., LL.B.
Barrister & Solicitor

Family, Criminal, Wills

WCC Hall Rentals
133 Brock St. N
rentals@whitbycolumbusclub.ca
www.whitbycolumbusclub.ca

905-668-6412

Parishioner

2A-119 Consumers Drive
Whitby, Ontario L1IN 1C4

T: 905-665-6360

dnewman@danewmanlaw.com

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A NEW DENTIST?

HABLAMOS ESPANOL | CALL NOW!
905-430-9623

www.corymadental.com
220 Dundas St. West, Whitby

Coryma
Denta!

Whitby

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
WANTED

Liturgical Publications, your weekly bulletin printer has
an opening for a full time Sales Representative.
Base Salary « Commission * Car Allowance * Trave] Expenses
If you have a drive to succeed and are self-motivated,

email your resume to salesrep@parishbulletins.com
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