St. John the Evangelist Church

903 Giffard Street, Whitby, Ontario L1N 2S3
Rectory Office:  Ph:905-668-3676

email: stjohntheevangelistwh@archtoronto.org
website: www.stjohntheevangelistwh.archtoronto.org/

Pastoral Team

Rev. Francisco Fernandez Siles Pastor

Deacon Dan Humphries Permanent Deacon
Mrs. Kristine Blyth Lay Pastoral Asst.
Mrs. Vicki Morgan Secretary

Mrs. Sarah Rodrigues Youth Ministry

Support Staff
Mr. Francisco Perez Caretaker

Mrs. Sue McGee  Bookkeeper

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Mon — Fri 9 a.m. - 12 noon

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Evening Reception
Tues & Wed.

Eileen McGowan Music Director Mrs. Gail Stewart ~ Cook/Housekeeper  5.gq p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
SUNDAY LITURGY —  Saturday 5:00 p.m.

Sunday 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. EUCHARISTIC HOLY HOUR
SPANISH MASS — Sunday 2:00 p.m. On first Friday of each month

WEEKDAY MASSES — Monday,Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:20 a.m.
Wednesday (Rosary at 6:30 p.m.) 7:00 p.m. (OLPH Devotions)

following morning mass.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION — Saturday 4:00 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. By appointment any time.

PARISH REGISTRATION — All parishioners especially those who live outside our parish boundaries are expected to
complete a Parish Registration form and use Sunday Offertory Envelopes. This will greatly assist the Parish Team when

parishioners request sacraments, funerals or letters of reference.

N.B. — When parishioners move you are asked to notify the parish office.

INFANT BAPTISMS — Two Sundays per month at 4:00 p.m. Contact the parish office at least two months in advance of the
birth of their child. Parents are obliged to participate in our baptismal preparation program.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE — The Archdiocese of Toronto requires that you contact your parish priest at least one year
in advance of the planned date of your wedding and that you participate in a marriage preparation course.

PARISH HOME CATECHISM PROGRAM — Children attending public, private or alternative school are required to
participate in this program from grade 1 - 7 in order to prepare to receive the sacraments.

VISITATION OF THE SICK — Please notify the Rectory when a member of your family is in the hospital.
BULLETIN DEADLINE — Monday 9:00 a.m. in writing or by e-mail.

Pastoral Council
Finance Council

Fr. Francisco Fernandez
Paul D’Aurelio

905-668-3676
905-665-3056

Christian Initiation of Adults - RCIA

Baptism

First Reconciliation & First Eucharist Preparation
Confirmation Preparation

Parish Home Catechism Program

Kristine Blyth
Fr. Francisco
Mrs. Kristine Blyth
Mrs. Kristine Blyth
Lorraine Thomas

905-668-3676
905-668-3676
905-668-3676
905-668-3676
905-409-1743

Altar Servers

Auxiliary Ministers of Communion
Choir

Feed the Hungry

Home Communion

Lectors

Liturgy of the Word with Children (JK-Gr.2) Sun. 9:00 a.m. Mass

Ministers of Consolation
Neocatechumenal Way
Parish Prayer Group
Ushers

Fr. Francisco
Fred Shady
Eileen McGowan
Paula Campbell
Clark Weddell
Deidre Newman
Phyllis Pereira
Anne Marie Yaraskavitch
Gall Stewart
Klara Bari
Sharon Weslake

905-668-3676
905-668-1081
905-668-0959
905-668-2293
905-434-8121
905-665-6360
905-665-5917
905-666-3860
905-668-3676
905-668-9579
905-668-4817

Catholic Women's League
Development & Peace (CCODP)
Knights of Columbus #4895

St. Vincent de Paul Society - Help Line

Lynne Childerhouse
Estela Rios
Al Taylor

905-431-6582
905-430-7753
905-925-5382
905-430-6734

Catholic Cemeteries
Catholic Family Services
Rose of Durham (Young Parent Support Services)

Oshawa 905-725-3513
1-800-241-3534

905-668-8912
Ajax 905-428-1984
or 905-432-3622

St. John the Evangelist School 905-668-4011
1103 Giffard St., Whitby L1N 2S3

St. Luke the Evangelist School 905-665-5828
55 Twin Streams Road, Whitby L1P 1N9

Durham Catholic District School Board

St. Marguerite d'Youville School

905-666-9301

250 Michael Blvd., Whitby L1N 6B1
All Saints Catholic Secondary School  905-666-7753
3001 Country Lane, Whitby L1P 1M1

905-576-6150

www.dcdsh.ca
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TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Message from the Pastor
Peace to all of you!

This Sunday we celebrate the Twenty-
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time. The
First Reading, from the Book of the
prophet Habakkuk, speaks about the
difficulty of bringing about the word of God
to the people of Israel since their hearts
are closed because of their own distress.
However, the Lord encourages him to be
faithful because whoever trusts in the Lord
will find support. Whenever we find
difficulties, we can trust and rely in the
Lord to find peace. The Second Reading,
from the Second Letter of St. Paul to
Timothy, offers words of consolation to
Timothy, encouraging him to remain
steadfast in the faith he has received.
Through the grace of the Holy Spirit, he
will have the necessary strength to keep
faithful to the Lord. At times, it is difficult to
remain steadfast in the faith, especially
when we pass through hardships, but
God’s grace will provide us with everything
that we need to keep going. The Gospel,
from St. Luke, offers us the teaching of
Jesus regarding faith and humility. To
have faith is to be certain that the Lord will
help us and act in our lives. We can be
sure of that because we are witnesses of
how much the Lord has helped us already
throughout our lives. Let us ask the Lord to
give us this faith so that we can find refuge
and support in any situation that can come
our way. Whatever we do in our lives is
thanks to God’s grace and not to our own
efforts. The best thing that we can do is to
be open and receptive to His mercy in our
lives. Let us come to the Lord with
confidence so that in Him we find strength
and support!

Starting tomorrow, October 6th
19th at 7:30pm we are having
the announcement of the
Good News in our parish. | really
encourage you attend and to
experience how much God
loves us and to experience His
mercy in our lives. It is free and
you do not need to sign up, just
come and listen to Him. It will
take place in the Church, and it
will be Mondays and Thursdays
at the same time. Come, the
Lord is waiting for you!

Fr. Francisco Fernandez, Your
servant, and your Pastor

Pope Benedict XVI's Homily on the
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
(October 3, 2010)

Dear brothers and sisters, every liturgical
assembly is a place of God's presence.
Gathered together for the Holy Eucharist,
disciples of the Lord are immersed in
Christ's redeeming sacrifice, they proclaim
that he is Risen, is alive and is the Giver of
life, and witness that his Presence is
grace, strength and joy. Let us open our
hearts to his Word and welcome the gift of
his presence! All the texts of this Sunday's
Liturgy speak to us of faith, which is the
foundation of the whole of Christian life.
Jesus taught his disciples to grow in faith,
to believe and to entrust themselves
increasingly to him, in order to build their
own lives on the rock. For this reason they
asked him "increase our faith!" (Lk 17: 5).
What they asked the Lord for is beautiful, it
is the fundamental request: disciples do
not ask for material gifts, they do not ask
for privileges but for the grace of faith,
which guides and illumines the whole of
life; they ask for the grace to recognize
God and to be in a close relationship with
him, receiving from him all his gifts, even
those of courage, love and hope.

Jesus, without directly answering their
prayer, has recourse to a paradoxical
image to express the incredible vitality of
faith. Just as a lever raises something far
heavier than its own weight, so faith,even
a crumb of faith, can do unthinkable,
extraordinary things, such as uproot a
great tree and plant it in the sea (ibid.).
Faith trusting in Christ, welcoming him,
letting him transform us, following him to
the very end makes humanly impossible
things possible in every situation. The
Prophet Habbakuk also bears witness to
this in the First Reading. He implores the
Lord, starting with a dreadful situation of
violence, iniquity and oppression. And
even in this difficult, insecure situation, the
Prophet introduces a vision that offers an
inside view of the plan that God is outlining
and bringing to fulfilment in history: "He
whose soul is not upright in him shall fail,
but the righteous shall live by his faith"
(Hab 2: 4). The godless person, the one
who does not behave in accordance with
God, who trusts in his own power but is
relying on a frail and inconsistent reality
that will therefore give way, is destined to
fall; the righteous person, on the other
hand, trusts in a hidden but sound reality,
he trusts in God and for this reason will
have life.

The second part of today's Gospel
presents another teaching, a teaching of
humility that is nevertheless closely linked
to faith. Jesus invites us to be humble and

suggests the example of a servant who
has worked in the fields. When he returns
home, the master asks him to go on
working. According to the mentality of
Jesus' time the master had every right to
do this. The servant owed his master total
availability; and the master did not feel
under any obligation to him for having
carried out the orders he had received.
Jesus makes us aware that, before God,
we are in a similar situation: we are God's
servants, we are not his creditors but are
always indebted to him, because we owe
him everything since everything is a gift
from him. Accepting and doing his will is
the approach to have every day, at every
moment of our life. Before God we must
never present ourselves as if we believe
we have done a service and deserve a
great reward. This is an illusion that can be
born in everyone, even in people who work
very hard in the Lord's service, in the
Church. Rather, we must be aware that in
reality we never do enough for God. We
must say, as Jesus' suggests: "we are
unworthy servants; we have only done
what was our duty" (Lk 17: 10). This is an
attitude of humility that really puts us in our
place and permits the Lord to be very
generous to us. In fact, in another Gospel
passage, he promises people that "he will
gird himself and have them sit at table,
and he will come and serve them" (cf. Lk
12: 37). Dear friends, if we do God's will
today with humility, without claiming
anything from him, it will be Jesus himself
who serves us, who helps us, who
encourages us, who gives us strength and
serenity.

St. Vincent de Paul
THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE
Pasta Sauce
Canned Fruit
Canned Vegetables
Peanut butter
Cereal
Please drop off your food
donations during October into
the gray bin provided in the
foyer.

Please check all expiry dates
before making your donation!

THANK YOU!
w2y Next Monday,
= Oct 13, 2025

¢ T Is Thanksgiving!
Mass is at 9am.




OCTOBER 5, 2025

The office is

closed
“May the God of
hope fill you
with all joy and
peace as you trust in
Him”
Romans 15:13
GOD WANTS TO GIVE
YOU LIFE TO THE
FULLEST!

Word of Good News for Youth & Adults
Starting October 6, 2025
Mondays and Thursdays at 7:30pm
St. John the Evangelist Parish
903 Giffard St. Whitby
COME AND SEE!

Knights - Annual Bottle Drive
A collection of Bottle & Cash
Donations for Special Olympics is
being accepted at the Parish
Centre Entrance after all Masses
on Saturday October 25" &
Sunday October 26"

Second Collection

Indigenous Healing &
Reconciliation

October 4/5, 2025

Catholics throughout the Archdiocese
of Toronto are invited to participate in
the collection being held October 4™
5" to support Indigenous Healing &
Reconciliation Fund. The collection is
part of a national grassroots effort to
assist healing and reconciliation with
Indigenous Peoples of This Land.

San Juan Diego Spanish Mission
DINNER & DANCE GALA
WITH A LATIN FLARE
Saturday, November 8, 2025
6pm to lam - dinner at 7pm
Tosca Banquet Hall, 800
Champlain Ave, Oshawa
Tickets $120 per person

Raffle Prizes, 50-50 Cash Only!
Tickets available at the parish
office

Life Chain is a peaceful
public witness to the
sanctity of human life and
the evil of abortion.
Christians pray for its end and hold
signs bearing truths such as “Abortion
Kills Children” and “Abortion Hurts
Women” at hundreds of locations
across Canada. Please set aside just
one hour on Sunday October 5th at
3pm to gather together at HWY 2
and Cochrane. Everyone is welcome!

i Canada Needs Our Lady Rosary |
! Saturday, October 11, 2025 !
1 12:00 — 1:00pm i
i Gather in the Church parking lot and !
proceed to Cochrane & Dundas Sts

I Bring your Rosary! i

@ Masses For The Week

Sat Oct 4— 5:00pm
+Nicky Edge
req. by Trenton Legion of Mary

Mon Oct 6 — 8:20am
+Humberto Schenflede
req. by His Wife & Family

Tues Oct 7 — 8:20am
+Francesco Veltri

req. by Nina Veltri

Wed Oct 8 — 7:00pm
+All Souls in Purgatory
reqg. by Broderick, Howard, Harrington
Families
+Stan, Shirley & Mark Harris
req. by Their Family
+Lado Cot
req. by Irena & Boris Stebih
+Antonio Nicolich
reg. by The Radoslovich Family
+Kathleen & Martin Tebbutt
req. by Taryn DeFreitas
+Belarmino Moniz & John Lentz
reg. by Herminia Moniz

Thur Oct 9 — 8:20am
+Sam & Anka Babic
reqd. by Nelly & Todd Johnson

Fri Oct 10 — 8:20am
+Lucia Carneiro & The Menzies Family
reg. by Brenda

St. John’s Prayer Group meet every
Wednesday afternoon from 1pm to 3pm,
in the parish centre.

All are welcome!

Nowrish Caring for the Caregiver
Virtually every one of us will care for a
loved one at some time in our life.
Though rewarding, it's not always
easy. Nourish for Caregivers is for
anyone juggling the challenges of
everyday life, health, career and
caring for an aging parent, spouse,
child or grandparent, in town or at a
distance. Nourish provides caregivers
a faith perspective, as well as practical
and emotional support, useful tools,
and share experience. Discover the
blessings that come from caring for
another.

Please join us beginning Monday,
October 6" in the St. Joseph’s Room
at 7pm — 8pm

For more information please visit
www.NourishForCaregivers.com, or
contact Robert MacLennan, 905-668-
3676 or email
stjiohntheevangelistwh@archtoronto.org
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T cathatic middle sehosl sinintey

EDGE on Thurs, Oct 9, 2025 @ 7 pm
Grade 5-8 meet on 2nd and 4th
Thursday of the month
7-8:30 pm, St. Joseph’s Room

C\LIFE TEEN

Grade 9-12 meet on 1st and 3rd
Thursday of the month
7-8:30 pm, St. Joseph’s Room

Please contact Sarah Rodrigues for
more information!
srodrigues@archtoronto.org
') Social Sunday October 5,

2025
Following the 9am & 11am masses.
Hosted by the Lectors &

Communion Ministers in the parish
centre. All are welcome!




Liturgical

Publications

J. Thomas Hamer
Barrister and Solicitor
WILLS
POWERS of ATTORNEY
ADMINISTRATION of ESTATES

|_ CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

FUNERAL SERVICES

In keeping with your Catholic faith
www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Resurrection Cemetery 905-668-8912

Ecclesone, Hamer, Poisson,
Neuwald & Freeman
330 Byron St. S.
jthamer@ehpnf.com

416-520-2242

www.ehpnf.com

BARNES MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME
Family owned and operated since 1863

905.655.3662

5295 Thickson Rd. N., Whitby
(1 minute North of Taunton on Thickson)

St: Jolwty  Direct: 905-622-3667 | toby@teamfennessey.com
porishioner www.teamfennessey.com | &fi teamfennessey

W 1988 Royal Heritage Realty Ltd., Brokerage

Call 1-800-268-2637 for this space

W.C. Town F

Chris Leahy

SECURITY JIM CORRIGAN
905-556-1801 310 Byron st. s. 905.430.7921
Tum your home into a Smart Home! Optlcal Gl‘Ole Inc.
$50 donated to St. John's for |Dr- Constance Odiase, 0.D.
gvery new contract. One Stop Shop

chris@durhamsecurity.ca Complete Family Eye Care

" Glasses * Sunglasses

iy _vandermeer Contact Lenses

= nursery

Durham's destination garden
centre since 1961. Open year-round!

Funeral Director — Michael Lodge

110 Dundas St. E., Whitby ~ 905-668-3410

DURHAM

3171 LENWORTH DR. #4 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 1-800-268-2637

uneral Chapel

THE LIVING
BENEFITS GROUP

life* disability ® critical illness
long term care®health® dental *RRSPs

107 Kent St, Whitby
905-665-0522

318 Dundas St. E.  905-668-3552
~ 6 Generations of Service, Quality & Trust ~

naresrvsern B www.opticalgroup.ca
Stafford Monuments Limited LN I 111
Granite & Bronze Family & Civic Memorials ,————-.-.___,/‘ | ROYAL LEPAGE
InSCl’lleOHS & Cemetery Restoration ONTARIO DUGT CLEANING T

Do it for your home

For all your mortgage needs!

Caroline

Anderson
Mortgage Agent

do it for the health of
your family.

For a FREE No Obligation
phone estimate, call:

905-433-5000

FRANK REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE
Mary-Louise LaBarre

Sales Representative / Parishioner
Cel 905.718.6367
Bus 905.666.1333

1.866.273.1333
mlabarre@sympatico.ca

905.767.2748

MORTGAGE INTELLIGENCE

@ Brokerage #10428

caroline.anderson@migroup.ca

DR. J. D'SOUZA
FAMILY DENTIST

New Patients Welcome
185 Brock St. N. (at Mary)

(‘) JY HEATING & COOLING IN.

e Furnaces

» Water Heaters / Tankless

« Air Conditioners

e Humidifiers

* Gas Lines (BBQ, Fireplace, Stove)
» Duct Work (New & Old House Relocations)

FREE ESTIMATES

647-807-0209 | vayYangi013@gmail.com

BE THE GOOD

O SMCS

A ST.MICHAEL'S
>/ COLLEGE SCHOOL

Inquire about financial assistance
at stmichaelscollegeschool.com

905-430-0118
EQC REJUVENATION
CENTER

OPTOMETRY

EYE

Your Dry Eye &
Ocular Disease
Specialists

Urgent Eye Care

Family Eye Exams

I\I( SHT ar
HOME

EDITH LOSADA

Realtor®/Parishioner

NOFRILLS

920 Dundas Street West, Whitby

Service in Spanish & English
SUAMIGA EN REAL ESTATE
C:289-939-3600
B:905-665-2500

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A NEW DENTIST?

HABLAMOS ESPANOL | CALL NOW!

Coryma
Dentai

905-430-9623

www.corymadental.com

289-638-2150 %
]

www.ercoptometry.com

EdithLosada10@gmail.com

WCC Hall Rentals
133 Brock St. N
rentals@whitbycolumbusclub.ca
www.whitbycolumbusclub.ca

905-668-6412

Whitby 220 Dundas St. West, Whitby

Deldre Anne Newmun
B.Sc., LL.B.
Barrister & Solicitor
Family, Criminal, Wills
Parishioner

2A-119 Consumers Drive
Whitby, Ontario L1IN 1C4

T: 905-665-6360

dnewman@danewmanlaw.com

THE PERFECT SPOT

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS!

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL )
1-800-268-2637
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