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THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Message from the Pastor
Peace to all of you!

| want to wish you a Happy New Year to all of you! May the
Lord give you a year filled with peace and of the mercy of
the Lord! Today we are celebrating the Solemnity of the
Epiphany of the Lord. The First Reading, from the prophet
Isaiah, presents to us a beautiful image of how the Lord will
come to dwell and to fill with life the city of Jerusalem. We
are called to receive in our hearts the Lord who comes to fill
us with hope, peace, and consolation. The Second Reading,
from the Letter to the Ephesians, gives us the assurance
that God'’s love has been revealed to all nations and
peoples. It is very comforting to realize that God'’s plan is
that everybody experiences his mercy and love. God always
wants to share his life with us to fulfill our deepest desires. In
the Gospel, from St. Matthew, we are presented with the
manifestation of the Lord to the Magi. They come from the
Far East to pay homage to the newborn king of the Jews.
However, they are astonished to realize that the King of
Kings is born in a stable, humble, and weak, born to give his
life for our sins. They recognize Him as the Savior of the
World, and they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. Gold symbolizes that He is a King who has come to
serve us and to share His life for us. Frankincense means
that He is God, He is the One who fills us with Eternal Life.
Myrrh means that He is going to die in the Cross to save us.
Let us acknowledge in our lives the Savior who has come to
share with us His divine life so that our lives will be fulfilled!

Fr. Francisco Fernandez, Your servant and your Pastor

Pope Benedict XVI's Angelus on the Solemnity of the
Epiphany of the Lord (January 6, 2010)

Today we are celebrating the great feast of the Epiphany,
the mystery of the Lord's Manifestation to all the peoples,
represented by the Magi who came from the East to worship
the King of the Jews (cf. Mt 2: 1-2). St Matthew, who
recounts the event, stresses that they arrived in Jerusalem
following a star that they had seen rising and interpreted as
a sign of the birth of the King proclaimed by the Prophets, in
other words the Messiah. However, having arrived in
Jerusalem, the Magi needed the priests and scribes to direct
them in order to know exactly where to go, namely,
Bethlehem, the city of David (cf. Mt 2: 5-6; Mic 5: 1). On their
journey, the star and the Sacred Scriptures were the two
lights that guided the Magi, who appear to us as models of
authentic seekers of the truth.

They were Wise Men who scrutinized the stars and knew
the history of the peoples. They were men of science in the
broad sense, who observed the cosmos, considering it
almost as a great open book full of divine signs and
messages for human beings. Their knowledge, therefore, far
from claiming to be self-sufficient, was open to further divine
revelations and calls. In fact, they were not ashamed to ask

the religious leaders of the Jews for directions. They could
have said: "we will do it on our own, we do not need
anyone", thereby avoiding, according to our mentality today,
all "contamination" between science and the word of God.
Instead, the Magi listened to the prophecies and accepted
them; and, no sooner had they continued on their way
towards Bethlehem than they

saw the star again, as if to confirm the perfect harmony
between human seeking and the divine Truth, a harmony
that filled the hearts of these genuine Wise Men with joy (cf.
Mt 2: 10). The culmination of their quest was the moment
when they found themselves before "the Child with Mary his
Mother" (Mt 2: 11). The Gospel says that they "fell down and
worshipped him". They might have been disappointed, or
even shocked. Instead, as the true Wise Men that they were,
they were open to the mystery that had manifested itself in a
surprising manner and, with their symbolic gifts, they
showed that they recognized Jesus as the King and Son of
God. Precisely in that gesture were fulfilled the messianic
oracles that proclaimed the homage of nations to the God of
Israel.

A final detail confirms the unity in the Magi of intelligence
and faith: it is the fact that "being warned in a dream not to
return to Herod, they departed to their own country by
another way" (Mt 2: 12). It would have been natural to return
to Jerusalem, to Herod's Palace and to the Temple to
spread the news of their discovery. Instead, the Magi, who
had chosen the Child as their Sovereign, kept this hidden, in
accordance with Mary's, or rather with God's own style. And
thus just as they had appeared they disappeared in silence,
content but also transformed by their meeting with the Truth.
They had discovered a new Face of God, a new kingship:
that of love. May the Virgin Mary, model of true wisdom, help
us to be authentic seekers of God's truth, ever capable of
living the profound harmony that exists between reason and
faith, science and revelation.

f== Social Sunday Sunday January 11™. Join us
after the 9am & 11am masses for Coffee
and sweets in the Parish Centre
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Prayer Group resume on Wednesday, January 7, 2026
at 1pm in the Parish Centre.
All are welcome.

EDGE - Thursday, January 8, 2026,

St. Joseph’s Room

LifeTeen — Thursday, January 15, 2026,
St. Joseph’s Room



JANUARY 4, 2026

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PARENT MEETING
Tuesday February 3rd, 2026 at 7pm
Rite of Enrolment Cards will be distributed at
this time.

CONFIRMATION PREPARATION Session #2
January 2026 Please see your Sacrament

schedule for your child’s date.

Knights of Columbus, St John the Evangelist Council,
meetings are the 1st Wednesday of each month from
Sept to June. Next Meeting is Wednesday Jan 7th,
2026 at 8PM at the Knights Hall at 133 Brock St
North. For further information call or

email Bryan Childerhouse
bryan.childerhouse@rogers.com or call 416-508-9877

CWL 2025 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

@ Masses For The Week

Sat Jan 3 —5:00pm

+Ted Kapuscinski
req. by Doreen Kapuscinski

Mon Jan 5 — 8:20am
+Humberto Schenflede
req. by His Wife & Family

Tues Jan 6 — 8:20am
+Medardo Robles & +Robert Costa
reg. by Kenneth & Brinna Makalintal

Wed Jan 7 — 7pm
+Edward Debosky
reg. by The McMahon Family
+Deceased Members of the McGuirk & McCloskey Families
req. by Rosalie McCloskey
+Lloyd Kameka
req. by Mary Louise LaBarre & Ken Reilly & Family
Int. for Salvador Peralta on his 60™ Birthday
req. by Maria & Pablo Enrigue
+Patrick Noronha
reg. by His Family
+Lacey Potter
reg. by America Vasconez

Thur Jan 8 — 8:20am
+Deceased Members of the Graham Family
reg. by Gail Stewart

Fri Jan 9 — 8:20am
+Maria Costa
req. by Mario Costa
+Fr. Sriram
reg. By His Loving Mom
+Mary Fitzpatrick
req. By Maire Fitzpatrick & Family

ATTENTION ENGAGED COUPLES!
MARRIAGE PREPARATION CLASSES
Our next Marriage Preparation Course at St. John the
Evangelist will begin on Monday nights, April 6, 2026 to
May 11, 2026 from 7pm to 9pm. Call 668-3676 to
register. Cost is $300 per couple.

Calling all CWL members and ladies of the parish
to renew or join the Catholic Women’s League at
St. John the Evangelist after masses on Saturday,
January 18th and Sunday, January 19th. This one-
stop women’s organization focuses on faith,
service and social justice. Become active and
involved in your area of interest. Your place is
among us. If you have any questions, please
contact Lynne Childerhouse at 905-431-6582

or Ichilderhouse@hotmail.com.

Society of St Vincent de Paul
Thank you for your generous donations
at Christmas time. We will update the
parish in a future bulletin on the
numbers of families we served this Christmas.

At this time, we are in need of peanut butter to
restock our pantry.
Thank you kindly!

GOAL ACHIEVED! THANK YOU!!!

§L ShareLife

GOAL $174,000

$177,175.46

THE EPIPHANY
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Liturgical

Publications

J. Thomas Hamer
Barrister and Solicitor
WILLS
POWERS of ATTORNEY
ADMINISTRATION of ESTATES

|_ CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

FUNERAL SERVICES

In keeping with your Catholic faith
www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Resurrection Cemetery 905-668-8912

Ecclesone, Hamer, Poisson,
Neuwald & Freeman
330 Byron St. S.
jthamer@ehpnf.com

416-520-2242

www.ehpnf.com

BARNES MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

wned and operated since 1863

905.655.3662
5295 Thickson Rd. N., Whitby
(1 minute North of Taunton on Thickson)

DR. J. D'SOUZA
FAMILY DENTIST
New Patients Welcome

St: Jolwty  Direct: 905-622-3667 | toby@teamfennessey.com
porishioner www.teamfennessey.com | &fi teamfennessey

W 1988 Royal Heritage Realty Ltd., Brokerage

NOFRILLS

3171 LENWORTH DR. #4 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 1-800-268-2637

Funeral Director — Michael Lodge

W.C. Town Funeral Chapel
110 Dundas St. E., Whitby  905-668-3410

THE LIVING
BENEFITS GROUP

life* disability ® critical illness
long term care®health® dental *RRSPs
JIM CORRIGAN
310 Byron St. S. 905.430.7921

Chris Leahy
DURHAM

SECURITY

905-556-1801

Turn your home into a Smart Home! Optlcal Gl‘Ol!p lnc.
$50 donated to St. John's for |Dr- Constance Odiase, 0.D.
gvery new contract. One Stop Shop
chris@durhamsecurity.ca Complete Family Eye Care
" Glasses * Sunglasses
G vandermeer Contact Lenses

nursery

i

107 Kent St, Whitby
905-665-0522

Durham's destination garden
centre since 1961. Open year-round!

318 Dundas St. E.
~ 6 Generations of Service, Quality & Trust ~

I05-668-3552 Do it for your home

do it for the health of

For all your mortgage needs!

Caroline

Anderson
Mortgage Agent

your family.

For a FREE No Obligation
phone estimate, call:

905-433-5000

185 Brock St. N. (at Mary) )
905-430-0118 920 Dundas Street West, Whithy nursery.com W1 www.opticalgroup.ca
Stafford Monuments Limited LN I 111
Granite & Bronze Family & Civic Memorials e ROYAL LEPAGE
Inscriptions & Cemetery Restoration | | “w=f DI_'UCT | I

FRANK REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE
Mary-Louise LaBarre

Sales Representative / Parishioner
Cel 905.718.6367
Bus 905.666.1333

1.866.273.1333
mlabarre@sympatico.ca

905.767.2748

MORTGAGE INTELLIGENCE

@ Brokerage #10428

caroline.anderson@migroup.ca

QVN NAILS

Diabetic & ingrown toenail care
& corn extractions. All types of
manicures & Spa pedicures. Waxing

(5 JY HEATING & COOLING IN.

e Furnaces

» Water Heaters / Tankless

« Air Conditioners

e Humidifiers

* Gas Lines (BBQ, Fireplace, Stove)
» Duct Work (New & Old House Relocations)

FREE ESTIMATES

647-807-0209 | vayYangi013@gmail.com

BE THE GOOD

SMCS

ST.MICHAEL'S
COLLEGE SCHOOL

Inquire about financial assistance
at stmichaelscollegeschool.com

1008 Lupin Dr. | Linh: 416-882-9153
EYE
REJUVENATION

ERClzue

OPTOMETRY

Your Dry Eye &
Ocular Disease
Specialists

Urgent Eye Care

Family Eye Exams

289-638-2150  Lip4d
www.ercoptometry.com &

EDITH LOSADA
Realtor®/Parishioner
Service in Spanish & English
SUAMIGA EN REAL ESTATE
C:289-939-3600
B: 905-665-2500
EdithLosada10@gmail.com

Deldre Anne Newmun
B.Sc., LL.B.
Barrister & Solicitor

Family, Criminal, Wills

WCC Hall Rentals
133 Brock St. N
rentals@whitbycolumbusclub.ca
www.whitbycolumbusclub.ca

905-668-6412

Parishioner

2A-119 Consumers Drive
Whitby, Ontario L1IN 1C4

T: 905-665-6360

dnewman@danewmanlaw.com

Welcoming New Patients!

We are proud to accept
CDCP-eligible patients as well

‘o
Our team speaks

5 additional languages to make your
visit comfortable and stress-free.
Spanish, Mandarin,
Hungarian, Farsi & Hindi

Co a
nma)

v Offering Family,
Cosmetic & Implant
Dentistry

v Open every day,
including Suundays!

v Free parking

905-430-9623 corymadental.com 220 Dundas St West

THE PERFECT SPOT

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS!

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
1-800-268-2637
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