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SharelLife Sunday Collection: April 25/26

Your gift brings hope to those served by 40 51 Sh L‘ fe
Catholic agencies in our community and beyond! are l

Please give at our parish or sharelife.org/donate @sharelife.org | @@® /ShareLifeCan

St. John the Evangelist Church

903 Ciffard Street, Whitby, ON L1N 253
Rectory Office: Ph: 905-668-3676
email: stjohntheevangelistwh@archtoronto.org website: www.stjohntheevangelistwh.archtoronto.org/
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Message from the Pastor
Peace to all of you!

Today we celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Easter. The First
Reading, from the Acts of the Apostles, continues the preaching of
St. Peter on the day of Pentecost. He proclaimed that with the
event of the Death and Resurrection of Christ, Jesus was
considered from now on, Lord over sin and death. When people
heard this, they were touched to the heart, and they asked Peter
what they needed to do to welcome this announcement. He told
them to convert and be baptized in the name of Jesus. It meant to
allow Jesus to transform their hearts and to shape their lives by the
attitudes of Jesus. We are also called to be transformed by the
Risen Christ. He will help us to pass from an attitude of selfishness,
greed, impatient and anger to one of patience, meekness, love and
forgiveness. The Second Reading, from the First Letter of St.
Peter, continues with the advice given to those who were baptized
at Easter. As Christ was crucified and died without defending
Himself, those who follow Christ receive the grace to act in the
same way. We are all weak and when we face disagreements or
people tell us something that we do not like, we usually put our foot
down and try to argue. Then, we get angry, and we lose our peace.
Christ wants to help us so that what normally touches our skin and
makes us react, now with Him it is possible that we do not lose our
calmness and we remain at peace. We do this out of love for the
other person and with the help of Christ. The Gospel, from St.
John, presents the beautiful passage of Jesus as the Good
Shepherd. Jesus is presented as the Gate of salvation through
which we all must enter if we want to have fulness of life.
Throughout His life, Jesus has been always obedient to His Father
and has always done His will. He is the way and the door through
which we may find salvation. It is essential that we follow Him, and
we need to listen to His voice because His words give us Eternal
Life. Let us have an open heart and an open hear so that we find
abundant life in the Risen Lord!

Fr. Francisco Fernandez, Your servant and your Pastor

Pope Benedict XVI's Angelus (May 15, 2011)

The Liturgy of the Fourth Sunday of Easter presents to us one of
the most beautiful images that has portrayed the Lord Jesus since
the earliest centuries of the Church: the Good Shepherd. The
Gospel of St John, in chapter 10, describes the special features of
the relationship between Christ the Good Shepherd and his flock, a
relationship so close that no one will ever be able to snatch sheep
from his hand. Indeed, the sheep are united to him by a bond of
love and of reciprocal knowledge, which guarantees to them the
immeasurable gift of eternal life.

At the same time, the flock’s attitude to the Good Shepherd, Christ,
is presented by the Evangelist with two specific verbs: “to listen”
and “to follow”. These terms suggest the fundamental
characteristics of those who live out the following of the Lord.

First of all, by listening to his word, from which faith is born and by
which it is nurtured. Only those who are attentive to the Lord’s
voice can assess in their own conscience the right decisions for
acting in accordance with God. Thus, the following of Jesus derives
from listening: we act as disciples only after hearing and inwardly
accepting the Master’s teachings in order to put them into practice
every day.

On this Sunday, therefore, it comes naturally to remember to God
the pastors of the Church and those who are training to become

pastors. | therefore invite you to say a special prayer for the
bishops — including the Bishop of Rome! — for the parish priests, for
all those who have responsibilities in the guidance of Christ’s flock,
so that they may be faithful and wise in carrying out their ministry.
In particular, let us pray for vocations to the priesthood on this
World Day of Prayer for Vocations, so that effective workers in the
Lord’s harvest may never be lacking.

Prayer Group
Bi-weekly meetings on Wednesdays at 1pm
April 29, May 13, 27, June 10, 24

§¢ ShareLife

GOAL $178,500
As of April 14, 2026 $50,345

ShareLife Sunday is this weekend, celebrating 50
years

Today is ShareLife Sunday, the second weekend of special
collections.

ShareL.ife recognizes that all humans are created in the
image of God, with a commitment to the dignity of the
individual and the right to life, working on behalf of the poor
and vulnerable. As we celebrate this milestone anniversary
in 2026, we invite you to join us in honouring this legacy of
serving the marginalized in our parish community and
around the world. With your support, ShareLife-funded
agencies can continue to provide vital services—like
counselling for families, support for isolated seniors, and
care for those facing mental health challenges—for years to
come.

Please give at the parish using a ShareL.ife envelope, online
through our parish website, or at

sharelife.org/donate.

] Volunteer Gardeners are needed!
Ry | Planting, weeding, watering...
S .
“E == Please let us know if you can help us!

Youth Minister Job Posting

We are hiring a youth minister to cover for Cassandra’s
maternity leave beginning in June 2026 for
approximately 1 year. Please contact Fr. Francisco for
details and a copy of the job description

SENIORS’ RETREAT
Thursday May 21, 2026 10:00-3:00
MANRESA SPIRITUAL RETREAT CENTRE
Father Charles Pottie, SJ. Facilitator
The price includes lunch. $55/person
See the notice on the board for details




APRIL 26, 2026

Golf Scramble Saturday, May 23rd at
South Ajax Golf Course.
Golfers of all abilities are welcome.
Registration is now open!
Use the OR code
Lunch, door prizes and silent auction that includes
a Dave Keon autographed Toronto Leafs Jersey!

prize donations for the prize table.

FAMILY FUN DAY
& TASTE OF THE PARISH
Date: Saturday, June 13, 2026
Time: 11:30am - 3:00pm
On the Parish Centre Grounds
Bring your own lawn chair!

We are also gratefully accepting

Society of St. Vincent de Paul,
St. John the Evangelist Conference
BUNDLE WEEKEND May 2/3, 2026
A truck will be parked in St. John Parish parking lot over the
weekend May 2" g 3" accepting gently used/new clothing,
coats, linens, towels, bedding, textiles, drapery,
shoes/boots.

We CANNOT accept furniture, appliances, mattresses, used
baby equipment, furniture, books, dishes, construction
material or video tapes.

Please bring your items to the truck after mass Saturday
at 5pm, Sunday 9am or 11am or 2:00 pm in Spanish.

Mothers-to-Mothers Campaign

Your CWL is sponsoring a collection of items for Rose
of Durham on Mother’s Day, May 9/10, hence the name
Mothers-to-Mothers. Rose of Durham provides support
for young and/or vulnerable parents and their children.
Their greatest needs are: baby formula such as Good
Start, Similac, Parents Choice, size 4 diapers and pull-
ups and toiletries such as shampoo, body wash, lotion,
shaving lotion and razors. Thank you in advance for
your generous support.

@ Masses For The Week

Sat Apr 25— 5:00pm

+Carol Fernandes
reg. by Eleuterio Fernandes

Mon Apr 27 — 8:20am
+Allyson Partridge Rios
req. by John & Cathy Fernandes

Tues Apr 28 — 8:20am
+Michael Ajram
req. by the Taccogna Family

Wed Apr 29 — 7pm
+Vincenzo Villanti
reg. by The Eblat Family
+Salvatore Palazzolo

req. by Angelina & Family
+Raymond Mallais

req. by The LaBarre Family

+Ruby Sawh
req. by Sylvie Forte & Ken Michalko

Thur Apr 30 — 8:20am
+Irma James
req. by Valerie James

Fri. May 1 — 8:20am
+Sandy Murray
reg. by Kathleen Murray & Family

Join the Knights of Columbus
Serve. Connect. Make a Difference.

The Knights of Columbus, St. John the Evangelist Council, is a
welcoming group of men dedicated to faith, service, charity, and
fraternity. We work together to support the St. John’s
community, build lasting friendships, and make a meaningful
difference close to home. We meet on the first Wednesday of
each month, from September to June, and we warmly invite you
to attend our next meeting:

Wednesday, May 6, 2026 8:00 PM
Knights Hall, 133 Brock Street North
Whether you’re looking to give back, meet like-minded
individuals, or explore becoming a Knight, this is a great
opportunity to learn more and see how you can get involved. No
commitment—just come by, meet the members, and see what
we’re about.

To reserve your spot at our next meeting, please contact:
Bryan Childerhouse bryan.childerhouse@rogers.com
[ 416-508-9877

Catholic Cemeteries

Pre-Planning Seminar

Planning ahead is one of the most thoughtful and compassionate
decisions you can make for your family. Join us for an informative
seminar designed to help you understand your options and make
confident, faith-informed decisions.

Learn about:
Funeral and burial options

e Planning in advance to ease burden on loved ones
e  Catholic teachings on cremation
e  Flexible payment options (including 0% financing options)

Presented by Resurrection Catholic Cemetery
Wednesday May 27, 2026 at 7:00 PM
St. Mary of the People Parish, 570 Marion Ave, Oshawa
To RSVP call 905-668-8912 or
email resurrectioninguiry@cc-fs.ca




Liturgical Publications 3171 LENWORTH DR. #4 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 1-800-268-2637
J. Thomas Hamer J L CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

Funeral Director — Michael Lodge

Barrist d Solicit FUNERAL SERVICES
s In keeping with your Catholic tith | \\/.C. Town Funeral Chapel
POWERS of ATTORNEY A ic= ies. .
ADMINISTRATION of EaTATES -l |- www.catholic-cemeteries.com 110 Dundas St. E., Whitby 905-668-3410

Resurrection Cemetery 905-668-8912

Ecclesone, Hamer, Poisson,
Neuwald & Freeman
330 Byron St. S.
jthamer@ehpnf.com

. THE LIVING
Chris Leahy | gENEFITS GROUP

D U R H A M life e disability ® critical illness
long term care®health® dental *RRSPs

416-5%O-f2242 SECURITY JIM CORRIGAN
www.ehpnf.com 310 B st.S. 905.430.7921
905-556-1801 e
BARNES MEMORIAL a@m Optical Group Inc.
FUNERAL HOME Turn your home into a Smart Home!

owned and operated since 1863 St: JohwJy  Direct: 905-622-3667 | toby@teamfennessey.com $50 donated to St. John's for Dr. Constance Odlase’ 0D.
905.655.3662 porishioner www.teamfennessey.com | &f teamfennessey every new contract. One Stop Shop

5295 Thickson R N, Whitby | SSRRNSOBREE: Royal Heritage Realty Ld, Brokerage ([ NEING Y TgtE TN STL VAo Complete Family Eye Care
Glasses * Sunglasses
DR J D SOUZA m‘]‘vandermeer Contact Lenses
FAMILY DENTIST Q_ nursery

New Patients Welcome 107 Kent St, Whitby

185 Bmd-( St. N. (at Mary) NOFRI lls SORETS it R opet Yo v 905-665-0522

905-430-0118 920 Dundas Street West, Whitby e K3 www.opticalgroup.ca
Stafford Monuments Limited LNE= T
Granite & Bronze Family & Civic Memorials "‘—\——/‘ l ROYAL LEPAGE
Inscrlptlons & Cemetery Restoration SNTARIC BUETELEANING I [

318 Dundas St. E.  905-668-3552 FRANK REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE

~ 6 Generations of Service, Quality & Trust ~ d'?)ﬁf'}:?:g:i;gﬂ?if Mary_Louise LaBarre

For all vour mortaaae needs! . Sales Representative / Parishioner
Y gagen your family. Cel 905.718.6367
Caroline For a FREE No Obligation Bus 905.666.1333
Anderson phone estimate, call: 1.866.273.1333

Mortgage Agent 905-433-5000 mlabarre@sympatico.ca
9057672748 (9 J'Y HEATING & COOLING INC.

@ MORTGAGE INTELLIGENCE | * Furnaces
. okenger028 | o \Water Heaters / Tankless
o

caroline.anderson@migroup.ca| . aAjr Conditioners

QVN NAILS « Humidifiers
Diabetic & ingrown toenail care | * Gas Lines (BBQ, Fireplace, Stove)
& corn extractions. All types of | * Duct Work (New & Old House Relocations)

manicures & Spa pedicures. Waxing FREE ESTIMATES
1008 Lupin Dr. | Linh: 416-882-9153| ©647-807 - 0209|JayYan91013@gmall com

2= cMCS

ST.MICHAEL'S
COLLEGE SCHOOL

Inquire about financial assistance
at stmichaelscollegeschool.com

EYE Welcoming New Patients!  Coryma
ER‘ : REJUVENATION I‘“ sHT A We are proud to accept Deﬂta[
CENTER HOME CDCP-eligible patients as well

OPTOMETRY

Your Dry Eye & EDITH LOSADA

Ocular Disease
Specialists

" v Offering Family,
“a Cosmetic & Implant

Realtor®/Parishioner . Our team speaks Dentistry
5 additional languages to make your

Urgent Eye Care Servicein Spanish & Engllsh y . visit comfortable and stress-free. v 8gligiﬁvesrﬁl?n%yé o
 ramiy bre boms | SUAMIGA EN REAL ESTATE - g SRS it A I
smocasso  EgE| C:289-939-3600 B: 905-665-2500 %
www.ercoptometry.com [g EdithLosada1l O@gmall_com i _ b S 905-430-9623 corymadental.com 220 Dundas St West

Melinda Montoro
Psychotherapist
Counselling Services in English & Spanish
Support is just a call away. Lets talk?

THE PERFECT

P SYC HOLOGY L4 " SPOT 647-785-6779
FOR GROWTH ~ gi- T0 www.hopeonthejourney.com

Dr. Richard Amaral MM ADVERTISE | [Deidre Anne Newman [N CELEBRATE i
Registered Psychologist @ i’
Teens, Adults, Couples & Families| | 4, ‘l B.Sc., LL.B. TAX NEED ;ﬁl!lﬂ 5 BODKINGS

64711263?;\'; CSt(-7N792) TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE Barrister & Solicitor Personal i =
- - R . . . . . . C t ol B
www.PsychologyForGrowth.com PLEASE CALL 1-800-268-2637 Fam”)F:' C_”{]’:”nal' Wills OTrrF:JZE € "'""'/ i /""""
WCC Hall Rentals anishioner . Accounting & Bookkeeping [~——— o[
2A-119 Consumers Drive
133 Brock St. N. Whitby. Ontario LIN 1C4 Lazarus Kaoma
rentals@whitbycolumbusclub.ca itoy, Ontario Accountant

www.whitbycolumbusclub.ca T. 905-665-6360 _437-476-1117

905-668-6412 dnewman@danewmanlaw.com | I GRSl | *""55: WyerLe ko wEST WiTeY
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